
THE JOB SITE:

THE CHALLENGE:

Curtains For a Historic Theater?

In its day in the 1950s, Pennsylvania’s
Ephrata Performing Arts Center (EPAC)
showcased talent by theatrical greats like
Veronica Lake, Eva Gabor, and Chico
Marx. Young thespians named Robert
DeNiro and Sylvester Stallone even audi-
tioned at EPAC – although neither one
were hired at the time. 

While this “Playhouse in the Park” provid-
ed top-notch entertainment for the South
Central Pennsylvania area for many years,
by 2003 the historic pavilion’s comfort
level was inadequate at best.

Act 2: Rennovations Improve Theater Comfort Level

As part of its “Raise the Roof” Capital Campaign, EPAC’s original 1915
structure underwent vast improvements, including expansion of the lobby,
concession area and dressing rooms, improved seating, the addition of
more restrooms, expanded rehearsal space and improved climate control.
Chris Harmes, HVAC Project Manager of Ames Construction Company,
Inc., was assigned the lofty endeavor of improving climate control for the
13,100 square building. “There were two major factors that made this proj-
ect unique,” notes Chris, “The historic nature of the original structure and
the level of comfort needed from the climate control system.”   

Unico System Takes Center Stage 
in Ephrata Playhouse Improvements
UNICO PERFORMS UP TO EXPECTATIONS
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Renovation to the “Playhouse in the
Park” began in the winter of 2004.
The original structure was built in
1915 and the total area requiring the
addition of a new heating and cool-
ing system is 9,100 square feet.



THE SOLUTION:

THE RESULTS:

Unico System Takes The Spotlight 

Although significant changes
were made to the existing struc-
ture and room was added
throughout the facility, space for
the mechanical equipment and
ductwork was still at a premi-
um. “Add to that the desire not
to impede the acoustics or the
aesthetics of the interior space,
as well as the need for a quiet
system that provides superior
comfort, and a Unico System
was clearly the only choice,”
says Chris.

Chris and his experts installed a 33-ton Unico System with 188 outlets in con-
junction with seven Armstrong outdoor heat pump units. The total area con-
ditioned by the Unico System is approximately 9,100 square feet. The
remaining 4,000 square feet is still heated and cooled by the original systems.

Rave Reviews for Unico  

The addition of the Unico System provides superior indoor comfort for the
audience and performers alike. 

As the Ephrata Performing Arts Center continues to renovate and improve, it
provides increasingly more cultural opportunities for the South Central
Pennsylvania area.  
With the comfort added by its new Unico System, we’re sure that EPAC’s com-
mitment to providing outstanding entertainment and education in the arts will
continue for another half century and well beyond.

For more information about this project and installer, please contact Chris
Harmes at Ames Construction Company, Inc. at 717-733-4141. 

Unico System’s flexible supply tubing and unob-
trusive round outlets minimize the impact on the
center’s acoustics and aesthetics.
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Letting Better Comfort Fit In®

“A Unico System

was clearly the

only choice.”

Chris Harmes, 

Ames Construction
Company, Inc.


