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White Grass Hammond Cabin Underway

The Mountains/Plains Cffice has
successfully raised enough money
to complete the restoration of the
historic Hammond Cabin on the

3 White Grass Dude Ranch in Grand

| Teton National Park. Work on the
cabin began last summer and will
be completed by October of this

| year. The Hammond Cabin is one of
" two principal log structures on the
anch site and was built in the 1920s
after the owners of the ranch, Har-
old Hammond and Tucker Bispham, converted their operation from cattle
ranching to dude ranching. It was rented out, usually for a month at a
time, to larger families staying at the ranch.

The Hammond Cabin is how being rehabilitated to provide a residential
unit for an onsite caretaker and a dining room and community kitchen for
trainees staying in the ranch cabins at the White Grass Dude Ranch.

Phase | of the rehabilitation entailed the installation of a new foundation
and sill logs, the repair and replacement of logs in the exterior wall, roof
repair and the restoration and reinstallation of historic windows and doors.
Doors and windows that were too deteriorated to be restored were re-
placed with new ones fabricated to match the originals. Interior doors that
will be used in the dining room, community kitchen and bathrooms were
retrofitted with ADA compliant hardware.

Phase Il of the project planned for this summer
will focus on interior improvements. including
the installation of a new kitchen, bathrooms,
bedrooms, closets, and restoration of interior
finishes, doors, and wood floors. The building
will include an ADA entryway and handicap
accessible restroom. Additionally, the com-
mercial kitchen that will be used by individuals
staying at the ranch will be ADA compliant as
will all interior fixtures. Stone fireplaces and
hearths will be cleaned.

The historic buildings of White Grass will be
home to the Western Center for Historic Pres-
ervation, whose purpose will be to preserve
rustic park architecture through work on the deferred maintenance back-
log of historic structures in Grand Teton National Park and other parks in
the Intermountain Regicn.

www.PreservationNation.org
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Denver Hosts Spring Partners Retreat
From April 23 - 26, representatives of 43 state and local preservation or-
ganizations from around the country gathered in Denver for their semi-
annual Spring Retreat. All four of the Colorado partner organizations --
Historic Denver, Historic Boulder, Historic Georgetown and Colorado
Preservation, Inc. -- helped plan and host this event, working closely with
staff from the National Trust’'s Statewide & Local Partners Program. Dis-
cussions covered topics such as diversity, sustainability, advocacy, mes-
saging and much more. Not surprisingly, there was much sharing of chal-
lenges, successes and lessons learned related to fundraising and budget-
ing in tough economic times. Meeting participants also learned about
what is going on in Colorado. At the "Big Cities” meeting on Thursday, - :
partners heard how Denver's new zoning code may help conserve historic ne|ghborhoods They also
learned how Historic Denver and the Mountains/Plains Office are working together to engage a younger
generation of preservationists through after-work parties at historic sites in the city. On Saturday, Historic
Georgetown President Sharon Rossino provided an “armchair tour” of some of the work going on in her his-
toric mountain community. Later that afternoon, Historic Denver organized a bus tour of post-World War ||
neighborhoods. Historic Boulder hosted an entertaining tour of Boulder area history for a small group of
partners who stayed over on Sunday, highlighting sites such as the Boulder Chautauqua.

2009 11 Most Endangered Places Announced

This year marks the 22nd annual list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. Since 1988, the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation has used this list as a powerful alarm to raise awareness of the serious
threats facing the nation’s greatest treasures. Two sites from the region and one related to the work of the
Trust’'s Public Lands Program were included on this year's list.

The Human Services Center (HSC), the oldest public institution
| in South Dakota, opened for patients in 1879 and celebrates its
130" anniversary this year ¢historic photo on left). Originally named
the South Dakota Hospital for the Insane, the campus is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, significant for its contri-
butions to health and human service and its majestic architec-
ture. It was here that Dr. Leonard Mead implemented his
groundbreaking idea of creating an environment that would be
therapeutically beneficial for patients instead of the sterile, fear-
- provoking asylums of the day. The HSC was selected for the 11
Most list because of the architectural and historical importance of the campus and because of the State’s
plan to systematically demolish 11 of the grand, historic buildings. In keeping with Dr. Mead’s vision for hospi-
tal, many of the buildings are constructed with Sioux quartzite and have marble inte-
riors. Demolition of these buildings would result in the loss of valuable building ma-
terials rarely used in construction today. The Naticnal Trust is asking the State of
South Dakota to actively work with the preservation community to help identify and
promote viable, compatible new uses for the threatened buildings that will promote
economic reinvestment, quality of life, and sustainable development.

Mount Taylor near Grants, New Mexico was also included on this vear’s list (pictured on
right). Mt. Tavlor was listed because the mountain is a sacred place to numerous
tribes and pueblos in the Southwest and constitutes a significant component of a
broad cultural landscape that stretches across north-central New Mexico. A re-
newed interest in uranium mining on Mount Taylor has placed Mount Tayler's cul-
tural values at risk and threatens to adversely affect the context, setting, and physi-
cal integrity of thousands of cultural sites located on the mountain as well as disrupt [

(Continued on page 3)
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Fires Damages Three Montana Main Streets

In a span of only a few weeks in March, three Montana Main Streets
were ravaged by disastrous fires. Bozeman was hit first, followed
by Whitehall, then Miles City. Each city sustained significant dam-
age to contributing buildings in their downtown historic districts.
Tragically, a life was lost in the Bozeman gas explosion.

Working with the Montana Partners in the Field shared field repre-
sentative, Mountains/Plains staff provided on-the-ground response
and recovery assistance to city officials and property owners in
each community. Both Whitehall and Miles City received a grant
from the Thorne Intervention Fund to hire structural engineers to
conduct assessments of several damaged buildings to determine
the feasibility of saving and restoring them. Bozeman had sufficient Bozeman, MT
resources to conduct its own assessments.

The resulting reports provide a positive outlook for restoration of
the damaged buildings in Bozeman and Whitehall. In all, five his-
toric buildings in Bozeman were completely lost and several more
severely damaged. The City of Bozeman has a strong preservation
ethic and a local design review process that should insure that infill
buildings are compatible with the character of existing downtown
buildings. Miles City, however, will lose all four buildings touched by
the fire. Following Bozeman’s lead, the city is now taking steps to
develop design guidelines to insure appropriate infill.

The engineer’s report suggests that what remains from the dam-
aged buildings in Whitehall can be saved as part of a plan to restore
the facades. Mcuntains/Plains staff will continue to monitor

the recovery efforts and provide assistance as needed.

(2009 1t Most Announcement, continued from page 2)

traditional cultural practices associated with those sites. Public Lands Program staff from the MPO repre-
sented the National Trust at the anncuncement, which took place at Acoma’s conference center near

the foot of Mount Taylor. Ernesto Ortega, a New Mexico National Trust Advisor, also spoke at the an-
nouncement while Lieutenant Governor Mark Thompson and 2nd Lieutenant Governor Ron Charlie repre-
sented the Pueblo of Acoma.

Wendover, Utah’s Encla Gay Hangar, representing sites of the Manhattan Project, was alsc on the list this
year. On the morning of August 6, 1945, the Encla Gay left Tinian Island and headed to Japan where it
dropped the world's first atomic on Hireshima. The operation to deploy the “Little Man” bomb began in
Wendover, where the Army Air Force conducted top-secret assembly of prototype atomic weapons and
aircraft as part of the Manhattan Project—the U.S. government’s classified program to develop a nuclear
bomb. Although the Enola Gay plane has been restored and is on display at the National Air and Space
Museum, the hangar where the plane was stored prior to its deployment is severely deteriorated, as are
many other important sites asscciated with the Manhattan Project. Sites including K-25 at Oak Ridge, Ten-
nessee are facing demolition. The Encla Gay Hangar (seen below) is now owned by Tooele County and with
the assistance of the Historic Wendover Airfield Museum, the historic buildings of the base are being re-
stored. The Hangar needs between $5-6 million of work to be open
for visitation, the ultimate goal of the restoration efforts. Representa-
tives from the County, the SHPQO, the Atomic Heritage Foundation,
and Mountains/Plains staff participated in the annocuncement which
was hosted by the Historic Wendover Airfield Foundation.

To take action to help save this year’s 11 Most Sites, please visit: http://
www.preservationnation.org/issues/1-most-endangered/
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