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he words ‘green’ and

‘sustainable’ seem to be every-

where these days. From the

automobile industry to interior
decorating, everyone appears to be
jumping on the green bandwagon. How-
ever, there’s one field that has been on
board all along—historic preservation.
Going green is all about lowering the
impact that you, your activities, and your
home and business have on the environ-
ment. It's about re-using, recycling, and
reducing what is needed in the first
place. That is exactly the essence of
historic preservation. “When you strip
away the rhetoric, preservation is simply
having the good sense to hold on to
things that are well designed, that link us
with our past in a meaningful way, and
that have plenty of good use left in
them,” said Richard Moe, President of
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, in his remarks upon accepting the
Vincent Scully Prize in December of
2007.

According to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the construction and
operation of buildings accounts for 48%
of America’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions—that is 21% more than that pro-
duced by all forms of transportation in
the country, including air travel. Preser-
vation is not the only answer to lowering
this number, but it must be part of it. We
need to be much smarter about how we

It takes energy to construct a new building
It saves energy to preserve an old one.

use our buildings and our land.

Many people think that sustainability
is simply about energy conservation—
that’s certainly what the window replace-
ment industry will tell you. However, it
encompasses much more than that. Any
conversation about sustainability must
include the concept of embodied energy.
In short, embodied energy is the amount
of energy consumed to extract raw ma-
terials, transport them, process them,
assemble them into a product, and in-
stall them. That energy is wasted when a
building is demolished. It also takes ad-
ditional energy to demolish the building,
transport the debris, and process the
debris. All of that is expended before a
new building is even begun. To put this
into real numbers, a typical 50,000-
square-foot commercial building has an

(Continued on page 3)
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an there be a silver lining to the housing crisis plaguing

our nation right now? A tidal wave of foreclosures, de-

clining home sales and falling housing prices signals

hard times for financial institutions, homeowners and
housing developers, large and small. While such a silver lining
is hard to imagine, | am beginning to think that the stars may
actually be aligning for some major changes to occur for the
good.

The housing crisis is coinciding with several rising trends:
dramatic increases in energy costs; a heightened sense of ur-

gency around global climate change, and Americans’ increasing
pursuit of more healthy lifestyles. Together, they have the po-
tential to catalyze improvement in the ways communities de-
velop and change.

*

Wildly escalating oil prices may, at last, spell the demise of Americans’ love affair
with monster automobiles and oversized houses. Americans may find the smaller, more
efficiently-designed houses of the past more appealing as energy costs rise. As more
Americans come to understand the value of the energy and natural resources already
embodied in existing buildings, is it possible that teardowns will become a real estate
practice of the past?

The Center for Disease Control has determined that obesity in both adults and chil-
dren is now among our nation’s biggest health crises. The sprawling, auto-dependent
development patterns of the last half-century have virtually eliminated walking and exer-
cise as a regular aspect of many Americans’ daily lives. As they approach retirement
many of the 70 million Boomers are obsessed with their health and fitness. These trends
are impacting where people are choosing to live; they are increasingly seeking out walk-
able, bikable communities. This bodes well for the future of older city neighborhoods as
well as small towns.

Health concerns explain some of the rising popularity of “locally-grown.” By buying
locally raised meats and vegetables, rather than relying on foods grown and transported
from thousands of miles away, people are eating more healthfully. And, they are lessen-
ing development pressures on farmland while also reducing their carbon footprints.
Some see protecting and assuring local food production — i.e., reducing our dependence
on foreign oil and foreign food — as a key to true homeland security.

Concern for the impacts our activities are having on global climate and the environ-
ment is prompting mayors and governors, architects and builders, and citizens to em-
brace sustainability and to adopt ‘green’ practices and policies.

Could the current housing and energy crises be sizable enough to persuade Ameri-
cans to make major changes in how we think about the future of our communities, how
we use our resources — natural and man-made, land and buildings? Hopefully, the an-
swer is yes. We have an opportunity now for change. Let’s seize it.




embodied energy of about 80 billion
BTUs. This is the equivalent of
640,000 gallons of gasoline—roughly
$1,020,000 dollars that is wasted if
that building is demolished. The typi-
cal house contains at least the
equivalent energy of five gallons of
gasoline per square foot.

Individual building components
embody significant energy. Maintain-
ing a historic wood window con-
serves the existing resource and
eliminates the need for replacement
windows. Replacement windows are
made from materials (PVC, alumi-
num, and glass) that have among the
highest values of embodied energy
for building materials. For example,
wood has just 2.5 MJ/kg of embodied
energy, compared to 70.0 MJ/kg for
PVC and 227.0 MJ/kg for aluminum.
Furthermore, PVC is toxic to pro-
duce, creates toxic by-products in its
manufacture, and is toxic when

% ) +

burned in a house fire. Approximately
30% of all replacement windows will
also need to be replaced in less than
10 years. It can easily take as long as
100 years to recoup the cost of a new
window unit in energy savings. Stud-
ies have shown that insulating your
attic with three-and-a-half inches of
fiberglass insulation will have three
times the R factor impact as replac-
ing a historic window with even the
most energy efficient new window.

With all of the conflicting market-
ing campaigns, what is the green-
conscious person to do? The Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation
has launched a Sustainability Initia-
tive to help people make more in-
formed decisions for their older
homes. Using multiple approaches,
the initiative will generate updated
high-quality information, facilitate pol-
icy changes, and lead by example.
Along with partners, the National

Trust for Historic Preservation is
working with the U.S. Green Building
Council and others to help revise the
existing LEED rating system to in-
crease the value attributed to building
re-use. These efforts build on the
innovative work that our organization
and the Advisory Council for Historic
Preservation advanced during the
energy crisis of the 1970s.

As Mr. Moe said: “Over the
years...we've demonstrated that
preservation is good for the pocket-
book as well as the soul. Now in the
face of unprecedented climate
change, we're prepared to demon-
strate that preservation is an essen-
tial tool for sustaining the environ-
mental viability of the planet as well
as the quality of life for ourselves and
our children.” Take a look at
www.preservationnation.org/issues/
sustainability/ for ways to help your
older building ‘go green.’

- ) "

ho knew, 15 years
ago, when Paul
Bruhn of the Preser-
vation Trust of Ver-
mont was dreaming up a way to
improve his organization’s ability to
help communities and people “in
the field” that he was going to revo-
lutionize the way preservation as-
sistance was delivered across the
country? Fifteen years later, with
lessons learned from pioneers in
Vermont, Connecticut, Michigan
and New Hampshire, the National

&

Trust for Historic Preservation has
launched the Partners in the Field
program which we expect will create
a sea change in preservation ser-
vices across the country.

The concept is simple. When a
preservation organization doesn't
have the resources to help their con-
stituents in a timely and effective
manner on their own, they create
partnerships to leverage resources
and expertise. In 1992, Paul Bruhn
approached the Northeast Office with

Field servicein action—NH Shared Field
Services Representative Maggie Stier on the
road at the United Church of Acworth, in
Acworth, NH.

NS aibfe | jo Asaunod




%

the idea to team up and compete for
a challenge grant available from the
Washington, D.C. headquarters to
jointly hire field staff to travel around
Vermont, providing preservation as-
sistance on behalf of both our organi-
zations. The concept has worked bril-
liantly. In 2007 alone, the Vermont
Field Representatives worked in 158
communities statewide, assisting
more than 300 projects and providing
over $600,000 in grants.

Building on this model, Partners
in the Field is a transformative chal-
lenge grant program to expand pres-
ervation field services nationwide.
The grant program is a collaboration
between the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation and Statewide and
Local Partners, funded by a generous
challenge grant from the Robert W.
Wilson Charitable Trust. Mr. Wilson,
convinced by the success in Vermont
and other states who have adopted a
similar approach, made a $5 million
gift to the National Trust for Historic
Preservation to encourage other
statewide and local preservation or-
ganizations across the nation to cre-
ate partnerships for field service de-
livery and to secure new funding
sources to support the work.

)

“Our statewide and local part-
ners are at the creative forefront of
preservation in the 21% century,” said
Richard Moe, president of the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation.
“Our Partners in the Field matching
grants will help our network of preser-
vation organizations across the coun-
try use proven tools to save places
and revitalize communities.”

Interest in the program exceeded
expectations, resulting in 29 applica-
tions from across the country. Six
organizations from the Northeast ap-
plied and all received funding.

“The addition of these new field
services partnerships dramatically
expands the availability of preserva-
tion expertise and resources in the
region,” noted Wendy Nicholas, di-
rector of the Northeast Office. “In six
of the ten states here and two major
cities — Philadelphia and Boston —
much more help will soon be on the
way to help people save the places
they care about.”

We are pleased to offer our con-
gratulations to the following Partners
in the Field challenge grant recipients
in the Northeast:

Historic Boston, Inc., and Bos-
ton Preservation Alliance,
$150,000, to collaborate in pro-
viding comprehensive neighbor-
hood outreach and preservation
services to 19 Boston Main
Streets districts over three years;

Preservation Alliance for
Greater Philadelphia, $150,000,
to provide expanded preservation
services to African American
neighborhood organizations and
homeowners;

Preservation Massachusetts,
$127,500, to expand preservation
field services to Southeastern
Massachusetts, Cape Cod, Mar-
tha® Vineyard and Nantucket;

Preservation Pennsylvania,
$150,000, to provide direct tech-
nical assistance and hands-on
preservation expertise to commu-
nities throughout Pennsylvania

Preserve Rhode Island,
$127,500, to establish an on-the-
ground field services program in
Rhode Island.

wo dynamic easement work-
shops were held in New Ca-
naan in January. Designed
for both homeowners and
preservation professionals, the work-
shops focused on conservation and
preservation easements as a tool for
protecting historic buildings. Using

Modernist buildings as case studies,
the workshops attracted a statewide
audience of more than 70 people and
have inspired several homeowners to
consider making easement dona-
tions. The Northeast Office devel-
oped and delivered the workshops in
partnership with the Law Department,

the Glass House, the New Canaan
Historical Society and the Connecti-
cut Trust for Historic Preservation.

In Bloomfield, the Circuit Riders
met with 4-H trustee Ty Tryon last
year to evaluate the integrity and

(Continued on page 5)
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condition of a rare 1915 mushroom
barn and to discuss opportunities for
its adaptive reuse. With assistance
from the Connecticut Trust’s Historic
Preservation Technical Assistance
Grant program (HPTAG), the 4-H has
hired an architect to document the
key features of this unusual barn and
to develop plans and specifications
for its preservation and repair. The
4-H envisions using the highly-visible
building at the Auer Farm Educa-
tional Center as a location for educa-
tional programs and special events at
the 120-acre farm.

Designed in 1972 by Connecticut
architect Warren Platner, Suffield’s
Kent Memorial Library is at the center
of a preservation dispute. A town-
appointed building committee has
recommended that the building be
demolished and a new library built in
its place, in response to needs for
handicapped accessibility and in-

)

creased capacity. Adding to the de-
sire for a new building is lingering
resentment over the presence of a
modernist building in Suffield’s cen-
ter, which is both a National Register
district and a local historic district.

The Connecticut Circuit Riders
met with members of the historic dis-
trict commission, who initially were
disposed to approve demolition of the
library. However, as a result of the
meeting the commissioners better
understand the significance of Plat-
ner’s structure and were interested in
alternatives to new construction. Wil-
liam Crosskey, an architect and
member of the Connecticut Trust's
Board of Trustees, agreed to provide
information on possibilities for reha-
bilitation.

Crosskey presented schematic
drawings in January showing how the
needs for to accessibility and addi-

The Connecticut Circuit Riders are working
with members of the 1819 Christ Episcopal
Church in Sharon on preservation and repair
treatments for the church’sbrick walls. The
local brick was designed to be protected by
paint or stucco. No longer protected by stucco,
the bricks are failing. They are working with a
consultant on amaterias analysis. The results
will aid the church'’s restoration as well as that
of other brick buildingsin town.

tional space could be met while pre-
serving Platner’s vision—and accom-
plished less expensively than by new
construction.
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he Northeast Field Office
continues to work closely
with Preservation Delaware
on the Gibraltar project and,
most recently, helping the organiza-
tion with its transition as it searches
for a top-notch new executive direc-
tor. Progress is being made on Gi-
braltar as the project developer pro-
ceeds with legal issues and details
for the rehabilitation and new con-
struction. Our organization continues
to support the plan and believes it
can provide a long-term sustainable
reuse for the main house that will

also generate funding for the upkeep
of the gardens.

Lewes is arguably one of the
most beautiful places in Delaware,
leading the National Trust for Historic
Preservation to name it a Dozen Dis-
tinctive Destination. However, devel-
opment pressures continue to
threaten the qualities that make
Lewes and all of Sussex County spe-
cial. In the center of Lewes our or-
ganization has joined the Concerned
Citizens of Lewes in opposing a hew

(Continued on page 6)

In a series of town hall-style forums, the North-
east Field Office has been helping to identify
tools and approaches that can assist the citizens
of Lewesin preserving their community’s
unique character.
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subdivision that would result in
greater density and have a broad
impact on the historic character of the
community. Another project, Town-
send Village Centre, proposes a hew
shopping center at the edge of Lewes
that violates the Sussex County’s
Comprehensive Plan and would ad-
versely impact the community in nu-
merous ways.

Good news for the Pepper Farm-
stead outside of Georgetown. For
the past six years, the Northeast
Field Office and Preservation Dela-

/

ware have been working with the
owner on a rehabilitation plan for the
1805 house and several outbuildings.
We are happy to report that exterior
rehabilitation is nearly complete and
plans are underway for the interior.
The National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation briefly owned the property as
part of a Gifts of Heritage donation
where proceeds from the sale of the
Pepper Farmstead endowed the Sus-
sex County Preservation Fund. We
offer annual grants from this fund to
support preservation initiatives
throughout Sussex County.

Now that work on the Pepper Farmstead' s exte-
rior is complete, duein part to plans made by
the Northeast Field Office and Preservation
Delaware, plans for the interior of this Geor ge-
town site are moving forward.

The easternmost city in the US, Eastport,
ME isaso aMain Street community. East-
port®burgeoning revitalization efforts would
get asignificant boost if the pending state
rehabilitation tax credit and building code
improvements are passed.

fforts by preservation and
smart growth nonprofits,
state agencies, Main Street
communities, and the North-
eaXq\Office to address the most ur-
gent challenges for downtown revi-
talization in Maine have reached a
new level of coordination and effec-
tiveness at a critical point. The Coali-
tion to Revitalize Maine® Towns and
Cities was recently formed to work
towards important goals related to
Maine® downtowns. Currently, this
advocacy coalition is working with
leaders to advance bills that would
improve the state rehabilitation tax
credit, and the state building code.

The 1906 Nathan Clifford
School in Portland is threatened
with closure despite parents@nd
community membersGstrong opposi-
tion. LD 2082, sponsored by state
Representative John Hinck, would
revise the state school funding crite-
ria to provide needed, common-
sense flexibility in application of the
state® new energy code require-
ments to school rehab projects. This
revision acknowledges that rehabili-
tation conserves energy, and it would
put preservation of historic neighbor-
hood schools like Nathan Clifford on
equal footing with new school con-
struction.

2

hain drugstores are con-
tinuing to proliferate across
the state. The preferred
locations are in downtown
areas and standard-designed, free-
standing 14,500 square foot stores
with drive-throughs and ample park-

ing continue to be the industry model.
Using the tools available as part of
the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation’s Drugstore Initiative, the
Northeast Office has been assisting
community advocates in Holden in
mitigating the effects of a proposed

Walgreens that will abut a National
Register Historic District and involves
the demolition of three buildings. In
Maynard, a developer has submitted
plans to demolish five historic resi-
dential buildings in the heart of the
downtown to make way for a Wal-
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greens. The preservation community
is working to find alternatives to this
proposal.

Attracting students to colleges
and universities is top priority, and
top-notch educational and recrea-
tional facilities are critical to success-
ful recruitment. The University of
Massachusetts at Amherst, originally
founded as the state agricultural
school, is building a new student rec-
reational center to help meet the
needs of its future student body.
Northeast Office staff have been par-
ticipating in consultation meetings

with University officials, the Massa-
chusetts Historical Commission,
Preservation Massachusetts, mem-
bers of the citizen advocate group
Preserve UMass, and others regard-
ing the facility. Its construction calls
for the demolition of the 1912 stucco
Cow Barn. The groups are working to
find ways to mitigate the loss of the
barn and to encourage the University
to incorporate preservation into its
overall campus planning. UMass has
a diverse architectural heritage, in-
cluding mid-19th century agricultural-
related buildings and some important
mid-twentieth century structures.

Thanks to the efforts of the Committee to Save
the H. H. Richardson House and the house's
previous owners, the famed architect’s home in
Brookline has a new owner. Included on our
2007 11 Most Endangered Historic Places list,
the house was purchased by afamily who plan
to renovate it and useit astheir residence. The
most significant interior features and the pri-
mary facade will be preserved.

0 %

new shared initiative to

meet the needs of historical

societies included New

Hampshire Shared Field
Services Representative Maggie
Stier as one of several professionals
at six different listening sessions
completed last fall. The NH Historical
Society spearheaded the outreach
effort, and included the NH Preserva-
tion Alliance, the NH Humanities
Council, and the Association of His-
torical Societies of New Hampshire
as partners. Stier shared information
about technical services, small
grants, and capacity-building advice
that she provides to local groups to
help them with preservation of their
buildings.

Recognizing the need for historic
district and heritage commission
training, Maggie Stier developed a
four-hour training module for mem-
bers of these commissions. The pro-

gram debuted this winter with presen-
tations in Franklin, Exeter, and
Hollis. All three sessions have sold
out, helping nearly 100 people from
26 communities across the central
and southern part of the state. A pri-
vate preservation consultant and an
attorney serve as instructors. The
program also reinforces the NH Pres-
ervation Alliance’s partnership with
the NH Division of Historical Re-
sources by including one of their staff
members at each session.

Deciding whether to build a new
school or rehabilitate the existing
middle school in downtown Keene
has been the subject of much recent
debate in the city. The Shared Field
Service Program and Northeast Of-
fice staff have been providing assis-
tance to a local citizen-advocate
group that would like the school
board to consider the viability of re-
furbishing the existing school.

To build new or to rehabilitate the existing
Middle School in K eeneisatopic of much
debate in the city.

Congratulations to Portsmouth, which was
named a Dozen Distinctive Destination in Feb-
ruary 2008. Mayor Ferrini (center) is accepted
the award on behalf of the city. Rebecca Wil-
liams, Northeast Field Representative (left),
presented the award.
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he cell phone has become a

ubiquitous part of many

American’s lives, but the

place where it was invented
may soon become a memory. Eero
Saarinen’s masterpiece, Bell Labs, a
single building of 2,000,000 square
feet on a 472-acre site, is threatened
by an uncertain future. Holmdel’s
Bell Labs saw a tremendous amount
of achievements in technology, and
six Nobel Prize laureates conducted
research there. The architectural sig-
nificance of this largely unknown
Saarinen commission is matched by
that of its landscape, the work of
noted Modern landscape architect
Hideo Sasaki.

When it was built in1959-62, the
glass facade of Bell Labs was called
“The Biggest Mirror Ever,” designed

to allow 25 percent of the available
sunlight to pass through the building,
while blocking 70 percent of the sun’s
heat. Advances like these, which re-
flect the building’s purpose as a re-
search facility, are just some of the
site’s unique aspects that are at risk.
Now vacant and for sale, and with
land fetching top dollar in northern
New Jersey, Bell Labs is threatened
by inappropriate development and
possible demolition. The National
Trust for Historic Preservation is
working as part of a recently-formed
local, state and national coalition to
explore alternatives. A National Trust
-funded grant will help support a
charrette this spring that will identify
potential reuses and approaches for
addressing design challenges at this
unique site.

The Bell Labs complex in Holmdel will be the
subject of areuse charette.

A grant from the Northeast Office
is assisting Preservation New Jer-
sey's effort to demonstrate that reha-
bilitation of the 1927 Sears Roebuck
and Co. building in Camden is feasi-
ble and a better approach than a plan
to demolish the building for parking.
A master plan by Campbell’'s Soup
Co. proposes a new office park that
would create a parking lot on the
Sears Building’s site.

04 5

n the Hudson Valley, Philips-
burg Manor tells the stories of
enslaved Africans who lived at
the historic plantation site. In
Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood, the Weeksville Heri-
tage Center has breathed life into the
heart of a nineteenth-century black
community. In Dix Hills on Long Is-
land, community members have been
working to preserve and interpret the
home of jazz legend John Coltrane.

These and many other extraordi-
nary sites interpret the wide range of
African American heritage in the New
York City area. As a part of our work
to support the Northeast region’s
sites of significance in African Ameri-

can history, Northeast Office staff
and Advisors Gretchen Sullivan Sorin
and Anne van Ingen brought together
leaders of area sites to think through
new directions for building organiza-
tional capacity and coordination.
Building on this discussion, we are
developing a plan to help provide
long-term networking and develop-
ment opportunities to this group of
historic sites.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation and partners — the
Campaign for Greater Buffalo, Pres-
ervation Coalition of Erie County, and
the Landmark Society of the Niagara
Frontier — commissioned an assess-
ment of issues and opportunities for

The Weeksville Heritage Center in Brooklyn
preserves the profoundly rare and authentic
structures that tell the story of the area®nine-
teenth-century black community. The North-
east Office is working to strengthen and assist
the network of sites of significance in African
American heritage in the New York area.

preservation in Buffalo. This work is
the foundation of a larger effort to
realize a unified preservation vision
for the City of Good Neighbors.

SSAIYRIY 11V Jo Asa1noD

aueeLegoY



S,uuy ‘IS Jo AsaunoD

ike chain drugstore develop-

ments, the expansions of

convenience stores are in-

creasingly threatening his-
toric communities. In Guthriesville,
the c. 1860s General Store Building
is at the center of a controversial plan
by Wawa, Inc. to build a new store
and gas station. With local and state-
wide partners, the Northeast Field
Office and our Law Department are
participating in a federal review proc-
ess that can hopefully lead to a save
that will reuse the structure rather
than demolish it as currently pro-
posed. Peter Brink, Senior Vice
President for the National Trust for
Historic Preservation, has also
reached out to Wawa, urging them to
consider all possible options to find
an appropriate alternative to demoli-
tion. We are concerned particularly if
the demolition of the Guthriesville
General Store Building moves for-
ward, an important landmark and key
anchor in the community will be lost
unnecessarily.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation, through Public Policy
and the Northeast Field Office, took
part in the first-ever national conven-
ing on vacant and abandoned proper-

ties. The two-day Reclaiming Vacant
Properties: Strategies for Rebuilding
America’s Neighborhoods confer-
ence, held in Pittsburgh, brought
together leaders from all over the
nation to participate in a dialogue to
discuss challenges, strategies and
new approaches. Adrian Scott Fine,
Director, presented case studies from
Northeast cities that showcase good
public policy, advocacy, design and
partnerships. The conference was
sponsored by the National Vacant
Properties Campaign.

Preservation suffered a major
blow in Philadelphia as a legal dis-
pute resulted in the Commonwealth
Court’s approval of the demolition of
the 1915 and 1962 addition of the
Philadelphia Life Insurance Co.
Headquarters. The battle to save the
two buildings was led by the Preser-
vation Alliance for Greater Philadel-
phia, with support from others, includ-
ing the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission, Preservation
Pennsylvania and the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. At the cen-
ter of the dispute is a 2004 agree-
ment to save and retain the buildings
as part of a massive $700M Conven-
tion Center expansion project. Now in

The c. 1860s Guthriesville General Store
Building is threatened with demolition to make
way for a proposed Wawa store and gas station.
Preservation advocates are participating in a
federal review process that will hopefully result
in the store’ sreuse.

guestion is the Pennsylvania History
Code and its authority. Despite the
state government agency’s agree-
ment to preserve the buildings, an
early morning surprise demolition
prompted court action that now
shines the light on the inherent weak-
nesses of Pennsylvania’s state law
intended to preserve historic places.
This case is one of many that have
led the Northeast Field Office and
Preservation Pennsylvania to initiate
a thorough analysis of the Pennsyl-
vania History Code, including identi-
fying its strengths and weaknesses
and perhaps suggested revisions.

he St. Ann’s Arts & Cultural
Center, Inc. in Woon-
socket—a group which the
Northeast Office has been
aiding for several years—achieved a
major new milestone in its campaign
to preserve the former Catholic
church. The church is famous for its

extraordinary interior frescoes. The
Center was able to purchase the
early 20" century landmark from the
Diocese of Providence for one dollar.
Ownership now allows the Center’s
Board to seek funds that were not
otherwise available when the Catho-
lic Diocese owned the property.

auIH 11095 UeLpY



pun4 BuIA|0ASY 80UBPIAC. JO ASOLIN0D

esidents and local non-

profits and environmental

organizations, including

| the Preservation Trust of

Vermont, have joined forces in oppo-
sition of a 134,000-square-foot Home
Depot proposed for a Berlin shop-
ping plaza. With support from the two
Vermont Field Service Representa-
tives, the group organized under the
name Citizens for Community and
Local Prosperity (CCLP) in order to
address broad issues of local sus-
tainability and community. CCLP is
seeking party status in the State’s
Environmental Review proc-
ess. CCLP chair Eric Gilbertson, a
Vermont Field Service Representa-
tive, argues that the proposed Home
Depot is out of scale and is located in
a commercial sprawl location where it
will undermine the neighboring down-

towns in Barre and Montpe-

lier. “Besides the direct economic
impact on locally owned businesses,
Home Depot and the chain stores
and restaurants that typically follow
threaten the very character of Ver-
mont that we’re working so hard to
save. We simply cannot afford the
homogenization of Vermont.”

The Preservation Trust of Ver-
mont (PTV) is seeking storekeeper(s)
to operate the W.E. Pierce Store,
which is located in the center of the
Village of North Shrewsbury. It op-
erated as a village store and gather-
ing place for over 150 years. After
purchasing the store in 1914, the
family lived in the attached house
and operated the store until it closed
in 1993. The last storekeeper,
Marjorie Anna Pierce, came home to

The W. E. Pierce Storein North Shrewsbury
isin need of a storekeeper. If you are interested
in operating the store, contact the Preservation
Trust of Vermont.

help her father operate the store in
1958. In 1997 Marjorie deeded the
Pierce homestead and store to PTV,
with the expressed hope that the
store would be reopened. The North-
east Office gave a $2,000 Interven-
tion Fund grant in 2006 to partially
fund a new roof for the historic barn
on the property.

This cultural landscape is an example of the
kinds of areas — open spaces and historic
places — that the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and the Land Trust Alliance are
seeking to preserve through their collabora-
tion.

0 encourage better, more
comprehensive protection of
culturally significant proper-
ties, the Northeast Office is
working to break down the silos that
separate land conservation efforts
from historic preservation and which
work against comprehensive land-
scape protection. Case studies, edu-
cation, capacity-building, and a po-
tential summit are part of our plan.

In February, key National Trust
for Historic Preservation staff con-
vened with Land Trust Alliance coun-
terparts in Washington, D.C. to dis-
cuss opportunities for collaboration.
LTA is the trade organization for the
thousands of local land trusts nation-

wide and it provides superb leader-
ship and training on many topics for
its constituents. Together, we will be
pursuing opportunities to bring pres-
ervation know-how and ‘best prac-
tices’ to aid land trusts in expanding
their conservation efforts. The North-
east Office has submitted proposals
for educational sessions for both the
National Preservation Conference
and the Land Trust Rally. Addition-
ally, we have been invited to speak
on this topic at three different confer-
ences in the region: the Rhode Island
Land and Water Summit and the
state preservation conferences in
Rhode and New Hampshire.
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The Superior Court, c. 1861, isone of three
courthouses in the Federal Street National
Register Historic District in Salem, MA
whose future will be assisted through a grant
from the Preservation Fund for Eastern Mas-
sachusetts. A consultant will be hired to de-
termine an appropriate reuse for the buildings.
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(Continued on page 12)
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