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In 2007, Lowe’s Charitable & Educational 
Foundation (LCEF) Preservation Fund 
contributed  $1 million to the National 
Trust to help preserve ten historic sites in 
the Northeast United States.  

For 2008, the LCEF Preservation Fund has 
chosen to fund the restoration and rehabili-

tation of ten to twenty Rosenwald schools across a 14-state region in the South.  The 
construction of Rosenwald Schools in the first decades of the twentieth century be-
gan as a collaborative effort between Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald, 
president of  Sears, Roebuck and Company, when six schools were built in Alabama 
in 1913-14. From these beginnings the Rosenwald rural school building program 
became a major effort to improve the quality of public education for African Ameri-
cans in the segregated South. By 1928, one in every five rural schools for black stu-
dents in the South was a Rosenwald school. By 1932, when the program ended, 
there were 4,977 Rosenwald schools that served 663,615 students in 15 states. 

The schools were built according to Progressive ideas about pedagogy and health, 
and with their concern with good lighting, ventilation, heating, sanitation, instruc-
tional needs and aesthetics they served as models for rural schools.  Today, the Na-
tional Trust estimates, fewer than 10% of the original schools remain.  

 

In   2002, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation  named Rosenwald Schools to 
its list of the nation’s 11 Most Endangered  
Places and established the Rosenwald 
School Initiative. The Initiative, staffed by 
Tracy Hayes in the Trust’s Southern Office 
and Denise Alexander in the Southwest 

Office and guided by  a task force of preservationists, historians and grassroots ac-
tivists, has partnered with Fisk University, State Historic Preservation Offices in the 
regions and many local groups to create a website, help research and document  ex-
isting Rosenwald Schools and develop long term strategies for their rehabilitation 
and use. Matching grants of up to $5000 are available through the Alice Rosenwald 
Flexible Fund  for planning, rehabilitation, survey work, research, workshops and 
conferences. The LCEF grants are to be used solely for bricks and mortar projects, 
allowing recipients to follow through on plans made for restoring their schools.   

All funded projects must be open to the public. Historically, Rosenwald Schools 
often became the center of their rural community and today many schools serve the 
same function, as museums or civic centers. LCEF and the National Trust are now 
considering the approximately 55 grants that came in before the November 30 dead-
line. The awards will be announced February 15 and projects must be completed by 
August 2009.  Surely Julius Rosenwald and Booker T. Washington would be 
pleased.  



�

� � �  �!  �� �
 	 �� � �  �!  �� �
 	 �� � �  �!  �� �
 	 �� � �  �!  �� �
 	 �����
� � � � � � � 
 
 �� � �" � � � �� � � � � � � 
 
 �� � �" � � � �� � � � � � � 
 
 �� � �" � � � �� � � � � � � 
 
 �� � �" � � � �����

�
1� � � 
 �� � 
 � ���� � ��� �� � ��' � =� �
 0� � 
 �� ��
 �
0�� � � �=� ��
 
 ��
 ��� � �� 
 � �� �� <�B
 �
 �
 � ��
 � ��
� � ���
 � ���� ��,� %� � ���� 
 � 
 / 
 �� 0	
 �� .�
 � �=�� ���
�� � �� � ��
 
 � ��7�� � ��� � � � ��� �� ���
� � � 	
 � ��
 
 � ��� � � �	
 � � +� � 
 � ��� � �� � � �+
� 
 � �� � �
 	� �� �	��
�
2 � ��0�� � � �=� ��
 
 �
 � � � ��
 �<
 � � �� %� � ��� 
 - �
� <�� � � � � � �� �
 � ��
 �5�� � � �=� ��
 
 �� 
 ��
 � ���� � �

 
 ��
 � �� � � � C�
 � �
 ���� � �� � ��
 
 � ��7�� � �	�7
 �
� �� 
 �� 0��� � � 	
 � ��
 
 � ���� � �	
 � � +
� � � � C�
 � +
 � � � �� ��� � 	�

Nested along the Monongahela River in 
northern West Virginia, Morgantown 
was incorporated in 1785 by Colonel 
Zackquill Morgan. The town became a 
popular way station for westward-bound 
pioneers in need of supplies before the 
discovery of iron  in 1789 brought addi-
tion prosperity to Morgantown. By the 
early nineteenth century, the town 
boasted forty homes 
and five taverns.  In 
the early 20th cen-
tury, the Seneca 
Glass Company 
played a significant 
role in Greater Mor-
gantown©s economic 
development, and 
today the com-
pany©s bui lding 
houses upscal e 
shopping and the 
Riverfront Museum 
with exhibits de-
voted to the area©s 
glass and crystal industry.  
 
Other notable sites in downtown Mor-
gantown include the "Old Stone 
House," thought to be the oldest surviv-
ing stone house in Monongalia County; 
the 1907 Queen Anne-style Garlow 
House; and the neoclassical 1915 Old 
Morgantown Post Office, now home to 
the Monongalia Arts Center.  
 
For entertainment, Morgantown boasts 
two restored theaters: the storied 1924 
Metropolitan, said to be West Virginia©s 
most beautiful playhouse, and the 1931 
landmark Art Deco Warner. Outdoors 

enthusiasts won©t want to miss a guided 
kayak tour on the serene Monongahela 
River, a hike on the Allegheny Trail or 
a thrilling ride on the Cheat River rap-
ids. A paved waterfront rail-trail is also 
popular with bikers and runners.   
 
For winter fun and beauty, try Winter 
Carnival on Saturday February 23, 

2008.  DiMartino 
Ice Company from 
Jeanette, PA will 
create more than 
twenty ice sculp-
tures to be dis-
played downtown. 
Events during the 
Winter Carnival 
include the Kick-
Off Pancake Break-
fast and Winter 
Carnival Princess 
Pageant, both held 
at Wesley United 
Methodist Church. 

The Courthouse Square will house two 
larger ice sculptures, along with the 
highlight of the exhibit - a gigantic ice 
throne, created out of eleven blocks of 
ice. The public will be able to roast 
marshmallows and hotdogs at the 
Courthouse Square, as well as partici-
pating in other events. The non-profit 
organization Empty Bowls of Mononga-
lia, will be in attendance to serve and 
raise awareness of hunger. For more 
information call 304-292-0168 or email 
barb@downtownmorgantown.com.  

For more destinations, 
www.nationaltrust.org/

dozen_distinctive_destinations/2007 
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Join us in supporting independent Main Street businesses and taking the 
challenge to buy at least one holiday gift from a mom & pop Main Street 
merchant. The National Trust Main Street Center and Membership De-

partment collaborated to create a  form so people can pledge to accept this chal-
lenge, and we encourage you to join us. To take the pledge, go 
to www.shopmainstreet.org/challenge. And come back once you©ve shopped to share 
your experiences and let us know about the great gifts you find. 
 
You can find a Main Street district to visit at www.mainstreet.org/programs or shop 
with them online by using www.ShopMainStreet.org, the Trust’s online Main Street 
business directory that launched last year. There are dozens of wonderful Main 
Street districts throughout the South, from Summerville, SC to Greenwood, MS to 
Hendersonville, NC.  
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Kather ine Carey, formerly of Drayton 
Hall and the Preservation Society of 
Charleston, has joined the staff of the 
Southern Office as the Rosenwald Ini-
tiative Administrative Assistant.   
 
Nancy Tinker  has been promoted to 
Senior Program Officer in recognition 
of her outstanding work with our di-
verse constituency and her increasing 
responsibilities within the office.    
 
Nell Ziehl has been promoted to Pro-
gram Officer in the Southern Field Of-
fice in recognition of her first-rate 
work, including  her leadership on the 
Trust’s intensive efforts to preserve St. 
Elizabeths Hospital. (See related story 
on page 5.)  

What do the enclosed 1906 City Park Carousel in New Orleans, two Hindu deity statues at the Fox Oakland (CA) Theater, and 
the Lincoln Cottage have in common? All have been recipients of  grants from the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for  Historic 
Interiors.  
 

George P. Mitchell established the fund in 1997 in honor of his wife. The Fund assists in the preservation, restoration and interpr-
pretation of historic interiors. Grants are made in the amount of $2500 to $10,000 and do not require a match. Eligible applicants 
are nonprofit organizations and government agencies unless the project funded is a National Historic Landmark (NHL). For NHL 
projects applicants may be individuals and for-profit businesses.  
 

Mitchell Fund grants can not be used for repair work or acquisition of objects, but may be used to hire consultants, produce mar-
keting materials and design interpretive programs.  There is one funding round in 2008, with a deadline of February 1. For exam-
ples of funded projects, http://www.nationaltrust.org/funding/Mitchel_Examples.pdf. Contact the SRO or SFO for more informa-
tion.    
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On October 29, Ralph Johnson was appointed to the newly formed Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission. The 
Corridor, established by the National Heritage Area Act, extends from Wilmington, NC to Jacksonville, FL. �The mission of the  
Commission is to develop and implement a management plan for the Heritage Corridor. � 

As the keynote speaker at the appointment of the Commissioners, Congressman James Clyburn (SC), author of the legislation that 
created the corridor,  said, “The story of the Gullah/Geechee people and their contributions to this country began in 1619 when 
the first Africans arrived at the Jamestown settlement.  After more than seven years of work to establish this corridor, today marks 
the first day of the hard work this commission will undertake to preserve and share that nearly 400-year history that is the core 
purpose of this initiative.”    

Partners in the Field is a visionary challenge grant program designed to expand preservation field services nationwide. The grant 
program is a collaboration between the National Trust and our Statewide and Local Partners, funded by a generous gift from 
Robert Wilson, a long-time friend of  the National Trust. Mr. Wilson’s challenge gift of $5 million requires a financial match 
from partners, with the potential to generate a total of  $10 million for preservation field services over a five-year period. 
 
Partners in the Field grants challenge our partners to expand not only their field services, but also their fund-raising capacity. Ad-
ditional funding and increased staff that is dedicated to field services help build the preservation movement.  In the first round, we 
were pleased that 16 of our southern partners chose to apply. Several more plan to apply in the second round.     
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The Fight to Save St. Elizabeths 
 
 Listed in 2002 as one of America’s Most Endangered Historic Places due to neglect, St. Eliza-
beths Hospital – a National Historic Landmark campus designed as a therapeutic retreat for its 
patients – is now threatened with large-scale demolition of its historic buildings, beautiful land-
scapes, and incomparable views. 
 
 The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), the federal government’s "landlord," plans 
to construct a huge headquarters facility for the Department of Homeland Security within the 
grounds of St. Elizabeths.  As planned, the $3.5 billion headquarters would require 6.4 million 

square feet of office space and parking structures.  Preservationists agree that this scale of development would destroy the 175-
acre historic site, and local residents also are concerned that a high-security citadel with double perimeter fences would fail to 
bring needed economic and social benefits to neighboring communities. 
 
 The National Trust for Historic Preservation and a dedicated coalition of Washington-based organizations and agencies have 
worked for several years to persuade federal decision-makers to moderate their mega-development plans.  The National Trust has 
always supported federal redevelopment of St. Elizabeths, but in a reasonable manner that capitalizes on the historic buildings, 
specimen trees, campus atmosphere, and tremendous vistas.  The preservation coalition also champions continued public access 
to this American treasure – a goal that seems incompatible with DHS’s high-security needs. 
 
 We are pleased to report that there may be a brighter future for St. Elizabeths.  In reviews of the master plan, the U.S. Commissi-
sion of Fine Arts expressed strong concerns about the level of density proposed, and the National Capital Planning Commission 
directed GSA to develop a 2.5 million-square-foot alternative for the site, based on the recommendations of the preservation coa-
lition.  The Department of the Interior issued a report condemning the project for its proposed destruction of a National Historic 
Landmark.  However, Congress and the Bush Administration strongly support a new headquarters for the Department of Home-
land Security, and the project could continue as proposed if an alternative cannot be found. 
 
  

 Harpers Ferry National Histor ical Park:  Saved Again! 
 

 Internationally known for its rugged setting, pristine views, charm-
ing architecture, and abolitionist and Civil War history, Harpers 
Ferry, West Virginia was threatened this year by a proposal that 
would have allowed 2 million square feet of commercial develop-
ment, plus parking, at a historic quarry site that is bounded by the 
Shenandoah River on one side, and on two sides by Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park.  According to the National Park Service, 
seventy-five percent of the site is Civil War battlefield, and includes 
a forested ridge that is an important part of the battle topography.  
The development would have been facilitated by the illegal sewer 
line dug through the National Park last year. 
 
 The preservation coalition – including the National Trust, National 
Parks Conservation Association, the National Park Service, Civil 
War Preservation Trust, the Mayor of Bolivar, the Mayor of Harpers 
Ferry, the Harpers Ferry Conservancy, and others – had to defeat the 
proposal three times.  First the developers hit Charles Town, where 

the Town Council considered annexing the parcel for redevelopment.  Following input from the National Trust and others, as 
well as a groundswell of opposition from local residents, the Town Council rejected the proposal.  Preservationists geared up 
again for testimony before the Jefferson County Planning Commission, which unanimously voted against rezoning the parcel for 
commercial development.  Finally, the Jefferson County Commission voted 3-2 against the rezoning petition – a dramatically 
narrow margin – and effectively defeated the project for the foreseeable future. 
 
 Although the site is not yet protected, this is a tremendous victory.  The preservation coalition is currently working with local 
partners to form a strategy for the long-term preservation of the battlefield and its viewshed. 
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ANN BEDSOLE of Mobile, Alabama has a distinguished career as a public servant and 
ardent supporter of historic preservation and community building. She is a Commissioner of 
the Mobile Historic Development Commission and founder of  the Mobile Historic Homes 
tour.  Ms. Bedsole received her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Alabama and Den-
ver University.  She was the first republican woman elected to the Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives and the first woman to serve in the Alabama State Senate.  She chaired the 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Committees.  She received the Alexander Calder 
Conservation Award from the Conservation Fund, an  Honorary Doctor of Law degree from 
the University of Mobile and Huntingdon College, was named Mobilian of the Year in 1993 
and was elected to the Alabama Academy of Honor in 1996.  
 
   
SAMUEL H. FRAZIER of Birmingham, Alabama has long been active in historic preser-
vation.  Mr. Frazier has extensive experience in the fields of housing, home ownership and 
urban renewal and in representing investors in securing the historic tax credit.  He serves as 
chairman of the Design Review Committee of Birmingham, chairman of the Birmingham 
Historical Commission, commissioner of the Jefferson County Historical Commission and 
board member of the Alabama Trust for Historic Preservation.  He has served as chair of 
the Sloss Furnace Historic Landmark and president of the Birmingham Historical Society. 
Mr. Frazier received a Bachelor of Arts from Washington & Lee University, and a Juris 
Doctor and LLM (in taxation) from the University of Alabama School of Law.  He is cur-
rently a partner with Spain & Gillon, L.L.C.   
 
 
GLENN KEYES of Charleston, SC is a preservation architect, who is active with the  
American Institute of Architects and the Association for Preservation Technology.  He is 
the immediate past president of the Preservation Society of Charleston, has served on the 
National Register Review Board for South Carolina, serves on the Charleston Museum 
Board of Directors and on the easement committee for Historic Charleston Foundation.  Mr. 
Keyes led a team of volunteers in performing assessments of approximately 200 threatened 
buildings in New Orleans in January 2006. He received a Bachelor of Architecture from the 
University of Tennessee and a Masters of Arts in Architecture, specializing in Historic 
Preservation, from the University of Florida.  The former staff architect for the State His-
toric Preservation Office of the South Carolina Department of Archives and History, he is 
currently principal of Glenn Keyes Architects.   
 
 
STELLA GRAY B. SYKES of  Jackson, Mississippi is a Historic  Preservation Consultant 
and  past  Editor-at-large of  South  magazine.  She has served as  Executive Director  of the 
Mississippi   Heritage  Trust  from 1997-2002,  as the  Historic Preservation Planner  for the 
Middle  Flint Regional  Development Center,  and as City Planner for  the City of Sheffield, 
Alabama.   She was  on the Board  of Directors  for the  Vicksburg  Campaign  and Historic 
Trail and  currently serves  on the board  of the Community Foundation of  Greater Jackson. 
Ms. Sykes received the Award for Outstanding Leadership in Historic Preservation from the 
Jackson Historic Preservation Commission in 2002. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in history 
and English  from the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa,  and a  Master of Arts in Historic 
Preservation from the University of Georgia, Athens. 
 
 
ALEX THOMAS of Florence, Mississippi  is  the Director of the Heritage Trails Program 
with the Mississippi Development Authority – Tourism Division.  He has served on the 
Mississippi Heritage Trust Executive Committee, as chair of the Mississippi African 
American Preservation Alliance, on the annual preservation conference committee for the 
State of Mississippi and as a juror on the “10 Most Endangered Historic Places”  selection 
committee.  Mr. Thomas played a significant role in assisting the Neshoba County Tourism 
office with the creation of a civil rights driving tour.  He now focuses his attention on pre-
serving many of the sites associated with Mississippi’s Blues Heritage through his develop-
ment of the Mississippi Blues Trail.  Mr. Thomas received a Bachelor of Arts in Mass 
Communication from the University of Southern Mississippi and a Travel Marketing Pro-
fessional Certification from the Southeast Tourism Society Marketing College.  He is past 
Director of Marketing with the Jackson Zoological Park.  
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It may be hard to believe, but officials 
at Arlington National Cemetery pro-
pose to replace the original monument 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
with a replica because of repairable 
cosmetic imperfections. 
 
The National Trust is leading the cam-
paign to save the authentic monument, 
our country’s most important war me-
morial and only national monument to 
those who served in World War I.  
Richard Moe has lobbied members of 
Congress as well as the Department of 
the Army and Department of Veterans 
Affairs, which are facilitating the mis-
guided replacement project.  Arlington 
County government, Arlington Heri-
tage Alliance, APVA – Preservation 
Virginia, the American Institute for 
Conservation, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, and the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources sup-
port repair. 
 
Importantly, 4,000 National Trust 
members have asked Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery to repair the monu-
ment.  Many feel a personal connection 
to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  
For example, Roy Hunt, Advisor 
Emeritus from Florida, was part of the 
military detachment which transported 

the remains of unknown soldiers from 
World War II and the Korean Conflict 
for burial at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in 1958.  Roy has published a 
letter in the New York Times and has 
been filmed for an upcoming CBS 
News piece on the Tomb Monument. 
  
The National Trust has successfully 
raised awareness about the threatened 
landmark by generating attention in the 

traditional and virtual media.  For ex-
ample, a November 12, 2007, New 
York Times article subsequently was 
posted with an on-line survey on the 
main webpage of AOL.com, allowing 
100,000 people to vote for repair of the 
historic monument. 
 
 Because of the National Trust’s advo-
cacy, Senator Daniel Akaka and Sena-
tor Jim Webb submitted an amendment 
to the 2008 National Defense Authori-
zation Act that would delay any hasty 
action and require a report to be sub-
mitted to Congress on plans to replace 
the Tomb Monument.  However, as of 
December 12, the Defense Authoriza-
tion bill has not passed and the possi-
ble reprieve for the monument remains 
in limbo. 
 
 We encourage you to contact 
Ar lington National Cemetery to 
save the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier .  For  more information, 
please visit the National Trust’s 
a d v o c a c y  w eb p a g e a t 
www.nationaltrust.org/advocacy.  �
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On December 13, Richard Moe was honored by the National Building Museum with the Vincent Scully Prize, awarded annually 
since 1999 for exemplary practice, scholarship or criticism in architecture, historic preservation and urban design. The award 
recognizes Moe’s leadership in moving historic preservation into the mainstream of American life and expanding the public’s 
understanding of the importance of protecting and celebrating our heritage.  
 
Moe used the occasion to kick off the National Trust©s Sustainability Initiative, spelling out the “essential role”  preservation has 
to play in fighting climate change.  In his acceptance speech, he recounted the evolution of preservation from a movement that 
memorialized sites associated with famous Americans to one that touted the economic benefits of preservation to an emphasis on 
the social values embodied by preservation. Although these elements are still an important part 
of historic preservation, today preservation also encompasses a concern with the future: 
 

As growing numbers of people are worried about climate change, the degradation 
of the environment, and our relentless consumption of energy and irreplaceable 
natural resources, it is increasingly apparent that preservation has an essential role 
to play in any effort to deal with the environmental crisis that looms over us. Be-
cause it necessarily involves the conservation of energy and natural resources, his-
toric preservation has always been the greenest of the building arts. Now it’ s time 
to make sure everyone knows it.   It’ s all about sustainability. . . It makes no sense 
to recycle newsprint and bottles and aluminum cans while we’ re throwing away 
entire buildings, or even entire neighborhoods. 
 

For the full text of Richard Moe’s thoughtful speech, http://www.nationaltrust.org/
news/2007/20071213_scully.html  
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