
ARKANSAS’S ROSENWALD SCHOOLS: ARE THERE ANY LEFT? 

When the National Trust 
named Rosenwald Schools to 
their list of America’s 11 Most 
Endangered Historic Places in 
2002, the Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program (AHPP) 
had a very limited knowledge of 
the schools in Arkansas, only 
knowing that one had been 
listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1990.  To 
remedy that, beginning in the 
summer of 2002, a major effort 
was begun to gather information 
on the schools in Arkansas and docu-
ment any extant buildings.  However, 
one of the first major hurdles at the be-
ginning of the process was determining 
how many schools were built in Arkan-
sas and where they were built.  A few 
references were found in books and on 
the internet, but nothing that was very 
substantial. 
  
Fortunately, the mystery was quickly 
solved with the discovery of a 1951 Mas-
ter’s thesis by David Wilborn Porter at 
Fisk University titled, “A Brief History 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund Building 

Program with Special Reference to Ar-
kansas.”  The appendices of the thesis 
were a gold mine of information on Ar-
kansas’s schools. They included the 
names along with the number of class-
rooms, building costs, and breakdown of 
where the construction money came 
from (i.e., whites, blacks, public sector, 
or Rosenwald Fund) for each school by 
budget year. 
 
Porter’s thesis indicated that Arkansas 
had a total of 338 Rosenwald schools in 
addition to 19 Teacher’s Homes, 32 Vo-
cational Shops, and 20 classroom addi-
tions.  Most schools were small (three 
rooms or less), but some did contain as 
many as 16 rooms.  Of the approxi-

mately $2 million dollars used to build 
the Rosenwald schools across the state, 
$306,141 came from the Rosenwald 
Fund.  The vast majority of the schools 
were built in southern and eastern Ar-
kansas where timber, rice, and cotton 
were the major industries. 
 
As the AHPP staff continued to do re-
search, we realized we really needed in-
formation from the local communities 
about our quest for Rosenwald knowl-
edge. Initially, a general statewide press 
release was sent out indicating that the 
AHPP was seeking information on 
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In 2002 the National Trust named  
Rosenwald Schools to the list of America’s 11 
Most Endangered Historic Places.  These 
schools, built from 1913 to 1932, galvanized 
rural African American communities, 
providing educational funds that directly 
impacted the lives of 500,000 African 
Americans living across the rural south and 
southwest. Sears, Roebuck and Company 
President, Julius Rosenwald, initiated the 
program to benefit public education for 
southern African Americans, resulting in over 
$28 million in school building funds being 
distributed in 15 states.  As the SWO works 
with our partners to save Rosenwald Schools 
in the region, we thought it appropriate to get a 
view from “the field” and discover a survey 
model that Arkansas is 
undertaking.  Enjoy! 

The Tucker Rosenwald School (1925): a five-room school built 
with a grant of $1,300 from the Rosenwald Fund.  After closing, 
it served as a church for several years, and is currently vacant.   



Rosenwald schools.  The response was less than we had 
hoped, so a second press release stating the school name and 
date of construction was targeted only at those counties where 
Rosenwald schools were built, 45 of Arkansas’s 75 counties.  
In addition, a mailing to school district superintendents in the 
affected counties was sent out. 
 
The response has been encourag-
ing; several newspapers called us 
to do full length stories on the 
Rosenwald schools.  For example, 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, the 
only statewide daily newspaper, 
ran a Sunday article on the front 
page of the Arkansas section.  
Additionally, several radio stations 
have contacted the AHPP indicat-
ing that they are broadcasting 
information on our search and 
want more details so they can air 
stories.  In fact, one radio station, 
KARV in Russellville, has found some of the staff and stu-
dents of their local Rosenwald school , conducted interviews, 
and created a radio program for Black History month. 
 
School administrators have also contacted AHPP with infor-
mation about what happened to schools through integration 
and several school consolidations. Additionally, since many 
school administrators have been in education for many years, 
they are a valuable resource for the names of former teachers 
or principals at Rosenwald schools. 
 
 As we suspected, however, members of the general public in 
the communities across the state have been the most valuable 
resource.  We have received calls and letters from former stu-
dents or those whose parents attended the schools.  The pub-
lic has been very willing to share their stories, and have helped 
us know which schools are still extant and which have been 
demolished.  We have even been provided names of the 
builders of some schools, and in one case, the name of an 
architect.  Chances are, too, that if they are not able to answer 
a question of ours, they can give us the names and phone 
numbers of at least five other people who can.  These inter-
ested citizens are more than willing to give us directions to the 
buildings, provide us access to the interiors, and share more 
of their experiences at the Rosenwald sites.  Many inquire 

about the possible grant funding to help maintain or restore 
their schools. 
 
In order to keep on top of the responses that the AHPP re-
ceives, and keep track of the current status of the schools 

across Arkansas, we have created a 
computer database.  As we learn 
which schools remain and which 
schools have been destroyed, we 
code them appropriately.  Also, as 
we find the addresses of the 
schools or their former locations, 
it is included in the database.  It 
has made keeping up with the 
letters and phone calls much eas-
ier, and has been a good guide to 
let us know which schools our 
staff can try to track down when 
we will be surveying in a particular 
county. 
 

From talking to staff in other Rosenwald states, we antici-
pated many of our schools would no longer be standing, and 
this has proven to be the case.  However, that makes finding 
an existing school that much more exciting and significant.  
To date, none of the standing schools are still used for educa-
tional purposes.  Most are used for community centers, some 
are vacant, and one is a hunting club.  We have discovered 
that two previously listed National Register schools are indeed 
Rosenwald schools, and we intend to pursue listing more eli-
gible schools soon.  However, the current status of many 
schools, shops, and teacherages is still unknown. 
 
 We at the AHPP can happily say that we now know much 
more about Arkansas’s Rosenwald Schools and the history of 
African American education than we did just a year ago, but 
we still have a long way to go.  As the public learns of the 
endangered listing and the word spreads that we are seeking 
information on these schools, a clearer picture of the current 
status of this endangered resource in Arkansas will emerge.  
In addition, the gratification that is received from working on 
this project – the public for being able to share the stories and 
us for being able to document them – makes it all worthwhile. 

 -Ralph S. Wilcox 
National Register & Survey Coordinator 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

The Gipson Rowland School (1925) near Rison:  Two-room school built 
with a grant of $397 from the Rosenwald Fund.  Sometime between 
1962 and 1984, the building was apparently cut in half and moved to its 
present location, where it is currently used as a hunting club. 

ARKANSAS’ ROSENWALD SCHOOLS, CONTINUED….  
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A BLUEPRINT FOR LOBBYING BY SUSAN WEST MONTGOMERY 
This new publication from the National 
Trust’s Preservation 
Books series provides 
timely advice for the 
state and federal issues 
that most preserva-
tionists are facing right 
now.  The book pro-
vides a basic explana-
tion of the legislative 

process with step-by-step instructions for 
effective letters, e-mails, phone calls and 
meetings with your elected officials.  It was 
co-published with Preservation Action, and 
is available for $10.00.  As always, ordering 
directly from the SWO helps support our 
operations, and forum members receive a 
25% discount.  Contact us at 817-332-4398 
or swro@nthp.org for a copy! 

Hmmm….. 
Something to think about… 
   
For those fighting the demolition 
of “crack houses,” consider this:  
If you find spoiled food in your 
refrigerator, do you throw out the 
bad food or the WHOLE refrig-
erator?   



OCTOBER PRESERVATION SERVICES FUND GRANTS ANNOUNCED  Preservation Contacts: 
TEXAS : Fondren Endowed Fund 
• $3000 to the City of 

Marshall to perform a 
feasibility study and 
identify sources of gap 
financing for Hotel 
Marshall. (Marshall) 

• $1200 to Historic 
Landmarks, Inc. to 
provide preservation 
consulting services for 
Samuels Avenue, Fort Worth’s oldest 
residential neighborhood.  (Fort Worth) 

• $5000 to the 
Columbia 
Historical Museum 
Assoc. to fund a 
restoration plan for 
the West Columbia 
Rosenwald School. 
(West Columbia) 

OKLAHOMA: Oklahoma Endowed 
Fund 
• $750 to The Criterion Group to fund a 

preservation workshop that will provide 
training for historic property owners and 
help them understand their new ordinance 
and design guidelines. (Oklahoma City) 

RECENT INTERVENTIONS: 
•  San Angelo, TX: Structural 
assessment of a local church to 
evaluate foundation strength and 
plan for necessary repair. 

 

•  Center, TX: Historic main 
street building damaged by fire; 
consultation for steps to 
rehabilitation. 

 

•  Pharr, TX: Structural 
assessment of the Iglesia 
Bautista Jerasalen Church that 
had experienced cracking and 
pulling away of the parapet wall. 

 

• Duncan, OK: Structural 
assessment for the Old Power 
Plant Building, determined 
unsafe by the city and threatened 

with demolition in the name of 
public safety.   

UPCOMING DATES AND DEADLINES: 
• NEW: Rebuilding Community: A 

Best Practices Toolkit for Historic 
Preservation and Redevelopment 
to give communities tools to combat 
tear-downs and find ways to reclaim 
older buildings for affordable housing. 
The document is in PDF form and 
may be accessed from 
www.nationaltrust.org/news/
docs/20021203_toolkit.html. 

• Nominations available now for Na-
tional Preservation Honor Awards 
to recognize organizations and indi-
viduals who have made exceptional 
efforts in the field of historic preser-
vation.  Winners announced at the 
National Preservation Conference in 
Denver.  Crowninshield applications 
must be postmarked 4/1/03 and 
Honor Awards 5/1/03. http://
www.nthp.org/preservation_awards/

index.html  
• The Great American Home 

Awards®, presented by the National 
Trust and Old-House Journal, is a na-
tional competition recognizing out-
standing residential rehabilitation pro-
jects in the United States. Established 
in 1989, the contest honors home-
owners and professionals for their 
dedication to the ideals of preserva-
tion and their commitment to excel-
lence in rehabilitating old houses. 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/
historic_homeowner/gaha/
index.html 

• The new 2003 Preservation Books 
Catalog is now available.  It lists 
more than 100 publications, including 
the legal department’s new edition of 
Takings Law in Plain English and the 
Trust’s most recent publication, A 
Blueprint for Lobbying.  To acquire a 
copy of the catalog or any title avail-
able  please call (817-332-4398) or 
email the SWO at swro@nthp.org.   

Questions? Comments? Suggestions? 
Contact Megan Brown, Program Officer, 
at megan_brown@nthp.org 
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Southwest National Trust Advisors 
Arkansas:  

Jenny Harmon, Cheryl Nichols 
New Mexico:  

Elmo Baca, Mary Jane Garcia 
Oklahoma:  

Phil Kliewer, Marty Newman 
Texas:  

Betty Massey, Marcel Quimby 
 
Statewides  
Arkansas Historic Preservation Alliance 
 www.arkansaspreservation.com/
 alliance.asp 
New Mexico Heritage Preservation 

Alliance 
 www.nmheritage.org 
Preservation Oklahoma 
 www.preservationoklahoma.org 
Preservation Texas 
 www.preservationtexas.org  
 
State Historic Preservation Offices 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
 www.arkansaspreservation.org 
Office of Cultural Affairs,  
 Historic Preservation Division 
 http://museums.state.nm.us/hpd 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
 www.ok-history.mus.ok.us/shpo 
Texas Historical Commission 
 www.thc.state.tx.us 

Funding Opportunities: 
 
National Trust PSF Grants:  6/01/03 
Deadline for PSF Grant Applications.  For 
more information, contact SWO at 817-
332-4398 or swro@nthp.org  
 
The Advisory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation has created a new online guide: 
"Sources of Financial Assistance for His-
toric Preservation Projects.” Available at 
www.achp.gov/funding.html 
 
Save America’s Treasures funding is 
now available, for more information go to 
www.saveamericastreasures.org , dead-
line is March 20, 2003. 
 
2003 Route 66 Grants are dedicated to 
preserving the diverse historic resources 
of Route 66. Grants range from $5000 to 
$50,000 and require a 50% match.  Dead-
line is May 2, 2003, for more information 
contact the SWO or go to http://
www.cr.nps.gov/rt66/ 


