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26-30 Daniel and Denise in Portland, OR 
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We are pleased to share a recent breakthrough that will help ensure a brighter 
future for historic neighborhood schools.  
 
As you may know, the National Trust placed Historic Neighborhood Schools on 
the list of the nation’s 11 Most Endangered Places in 2000. In A Community 
Guide to Saving Older 
Schools and Why Johnny 
Can’t Walk to School: His-
toric Neighborhood Schools 
in the Age of Sprawl, we ad-
dressed the myths about 
renovation of existing 
schools and that America’s 
older and historic schools are 
being abandoned due to poli-
cies that encourage consoli-
dation and new construction 
over renovation and contin-
ued use. 
 
But now there’s good news: the Council of Educational Facility Planners  
International (CEFPI), which published the outdated guidelines that often 
served as the basis for these problematic policies, has released four new  
publications which specifically support the maintenance and rehabilitation of 
our older schools: 
• A Primer for the Rehabilitation/Restoration of Older and Historic       
       Schools;  
• Schools for Successful Communities:  an Element of Smart Growth;  
• An Appraisal Guide for Older and Historic School Facilities 
• Creating Connections:  the Council of Educational Facility Planners     
      Guide to Educational Facility Planning. 
 
CEFPI’s updated guidelines incorporate many community-friendly changes, 
including significant changes to acreage standards and siting recommendations.  
 
CEFPI’s web site (www.cefpi.org) describes the new materials, which will help 
local citizens, elected officials, school boards, and land-use planners make in-
formed decisions about school renovation and construction.   

We encourage you to use and disseminate this news throughout your communi-
ties, and urge you to browse the National Trust's resources on schools at http://
www.nationaltrust.org/issues/schools/index.html, where you'll find a new re-
port on school facility policy by the BEST ("Building Educational Success To-
gether") collaborative, as well as Advocacy Tips for promoting CEFPI's re-
vised guidelines.  With these new tools, we can help preserve these crucial 
community anchors and our quality of life for future generations. 

New Tools for Saving Historic Schools 

San Antonio Crockett Elementary 



June Preservation Fund Grants Announced 
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OKLAHOMA 
• $ 2,000 (Mayo Fund) to the 

Loretta Y. Jackson African 
American Historical Society to 

facilitate the production of engi-
neering and construction plans to 
restore, a rural one-room-school 
originally built for and by African 
Americans.  (c.1900) 

 
• $ 2,331 (Mayo Fund) to Okmul-

gee County Multi-cultural Heri-
tage Association for the Okmul-
gee Black Hospital Preservation 
Project that will pay tribute to the 

historical significance of the 
building by ensuring its long-term 
conservation.  This project will 
rely on a complete assessment of 
the structure provided by this 
grant.  (c.1922) 

 
TEXAS 
• $ 3,000 (Fondren Fund) to the 

City of Pilot Point for the crea-
tion of a Master Plan to address   
the over abundance of asphalt,  
ideas for crumbling sidewalks, 

• $3,000 (Fondren Fund) to the 
 West End Historical Society 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 to prepare a master plan for the         
Industry West End Lions Club 
Park.  The park contains an 1830s 
Republic of Texas Post Office.   

 
• $5,000 (Hart Fund for Small 

Towns) to the Friends of the Car-
negie Library of Robertson 
County for preservation planning 

related to the restoration of this  
 (c. 1914) still functioning library.   

and to create a plan for beautifi-
cation of the historic square.  

 
• $2,500 (Fondren Fund) to Preser-

vation Texas to publish a “Circuit 
Rider Series.” Papers will be sent 

   to members on various preserva-
 tion topics including economics 
 of preservation and rural heritage 
 among others.     
 
• $5,000 ( Fondren Fund) to the 

USDA - Forest Service to con-
duct structural stability and reuse 
feasibility study of two existing 

structures. The site helped sup-
port CCC camps and housed Ger-
man POW’s during World War 
II.  (c.1933) 

 
• $1,500 (Fondren Fund) 
  to the Cat   

Spring Agri-
cultural So-
ciety for  
printing 
costs associ-
ated with 
fundraising 
brochures.  
These mate-
rials will aid 
in a $1.3 
million Capital Campaign for the 
Hall. (c.1902) 

 

National Trust PSF Grants   
 

Deadline 10/01/05 for PSF Grant Appli-
cations.  For information, contact SWO at 

817-332-4398 or swro@nthp.org  

Donate to the National Trust 
Southwest Office 

 
As the only private, national organization 
dedicated to historic preservation, the 
National Trust relies on contributions 
from individuals, corporations, and foun-
dations. When you donate to the National 
Trust, you'll be joining thousands of 
preservationists who enable our staff to 
save historic places and revitalize com-
munities.  
 
Gifts to the National Trust are tax-
deductible in accordance with the law.  
 

For more information contact: 
Wendy Ossoinig at 

wendy_ossoinig@nthp.org  



Book Spotlight 
 

Economics of Historic Preservation: 
A Community Leader`s Guide 

(Updated)  
 

Author : Donovan Rypkema  
 
Since it was first 
published in 1994, 
The Economics of 
Historic Preserva-
tion: A Community 
Leader’s Guide has 
become an essential 
reference for any 
preservationist faced 
with convincing gov-
ernment officials, 
developers, property 
owners, business and community leaders, or 
his or her own neighbors that preservation 
strategies can make good economic sense.  
 

Item # : 2ECO  
Non-member Price : $24.95  
NTHP Member Discount Price : $22.45  
Forum Member Discount Price : $18.71  
 

Contact: 
Wendy Ossoinig at 

wendy_ossoinig@nthp.org  
for ordering information.  
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North Little Rock, AR: Argenta 
Drug Store ($50,000)  
Said to be the oldest continuously 
operating drug store west of the 
Mississippi, the Argenta Drug Store 
(below) has operated at the corner 
of Main and 4th Streets in North 
Little Rock since 1887. The drug 
store is among the most historically 
signifi-
cant 
proper-
ties in 
Arkan-
sas and 
is 
unique 
among 
historic 
proper-
ties in the United States due 
to its prominent location, 
original architecture and ex-
clusive operation as a phar-
macy. With the exception of 
an annex, constructed in 
1891, there have been no sig-
nificant modifications or improve-
ments to the building.  Architectur-
ally it remains as it was 120 years 
ago. Grant funds will be used by 
Argenta Community Development 
Corporation to reopen and rehabili-
tate the second floor into residential 
lofts, not only preserving the local 
landmark, but boosting economic 

Send all responses to swro@nthp.org. 

Restore America Grants Announced 
2005-2006 Winners 

vitality in this Main Street town. 
 
Houston, TX : Jefferson Davis 
Hospital ($50,000)  
The Jefferson Davis Hospital 
(below), a Classical Revival style 
red brick structure, was the first 
city-owned hospital in Houston to 
accept indigent patients. Con-
structed atop City Cemetery, Hous-
ton’s second oldest municipal 
cemetery, it was rumored to be 
named after Jefferson Davis, the 
President of the Confederacy, to 
diffuse the public outcry when it 
became widely known that the city 
was erecting its new hospital on a 
Confederate graveyard. The four-
story hospital opened its doors in 
1924, but was soon rendered in-
adequate due to the city’s rapid 
growth and was replaced by a 

“new” Jefferson Davis Hos-
pital in 1938, demolished in 
2000. The old hospital 
served in various functions 
over the years, but has been 
vacant for the past two dec-
ades, during which time it 
has become notorious as a 

“haunted” building. Grant funds 
will be used by Artspace Projects, 
Inc. and Avenue Community De-
velopment Corporation to trans-
form the old Jefferson Davis Hos-
pital into the Elder Street Artist 
Lofts, a fully functioning multi-
family residential building for  
artists. 

HGTV donated $1 million to fund the 
2005-2006 Restore America Grant win-
ners. The 12 community revitalization 
projects selected have been awarded 
grants ranging from $25,000 to 
$100,000. The Restore America Grants 
are intended to further the restoration 
or rehabilitation of a historic structure 
for residential use in an effort to spur 
community revitalization. Grants may 
be used for professional services fees or 
bricks and mortar expenses. 

http://www.nationaltrust.org/restore_america/2005/ 

Name this Historic 
Structure 

Keep up with the  
Southwest Office! 

 
Sign up to receive our  e-letter  send an 
email to swro@nthp.org OR Visit  our  

website: www.nationaltrust.org/
about_the_trust/regional/southwest.html 



Funding Opportunities...  
The Advisory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation has created a new online guide: 
"Sources of Financial Assistance for His-
toric Preservation Projects 
www.achp.govfunding.html.”  
 
As the federal government improves its 
electronic grants procedures, the 
www.grants.gov site gets more useful.  
Check out the links, and consider signing 
up for the "Receive Grant Opportunity 
Notification" option.   
 
The Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program (AHPP), has grant programs that 
preserve the state's historic resources 
www.arkansaspreservation.org/preservati
on/grants.asp.  
 
The Texas Historical Commission (THC) 
awards grants for preservation projects 
from the Texas Preservation Trust Fund 
(TPTF) 
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/grantsincent/gr
atptf.html.   
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Mitchell/Favrot Grants Announced 
Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. was 
awarded 
$5,000 
from the 
Johanna 
Favrot 
Fund for 
an eco-
nomic im-
pact study 
that will 
provide 
support for 
local preservation effort and pro-
grams, as well as serve as a guide to 
develop public policy relating to 
Oklahoma's historic resources. 
 

Cornerstones Community Partner-
ships was awarded $5,000 from the 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for a 
cross-cultural preservation workshop 

to assess historic pigments used to 
decorate the 
hand carved 
corbels and 
vigas.  An 
art conser-
vator will 
lead the 
workshop 
and develop 
a written 

conservation plan for the historic pig-
ments in Socorro Mission. 

What’s going on in the Southwest? 
 

 

 

 

 

incentives programs, contains a provision 
that expands the rehabilitation tax credits 
established under the Local Development 
Act.   

Contact:  Melvena Heisch, State His-
toric Preservation Office (405) 522-4484 
Heather Seifert, Preservation Oklahoma 
(405) 525-5325 

include buildings, structures, districts, cul-
tural landscapes, and archeological sites. 
http://www.nmheritage.org/about_us/new
s.php?ID=97 
 

Sustain America: Vision, Economics, and Preservation  
Take your place among preserva-
tion leaders.   
The National Preservation Confer-
ence brings together experts and 
practitioners in the diverse specialties 
that contribute to preservation—
architecture and cultural landscapes, 
historic sites and heritage tourism, 
heritage education, smart growth and 

regional plan-
ning, downtown 
revitalization, 
neighborhood 
revitalization and 
housing, organizational management, 
public policy, real estate develop-
ment, and more. And it pulls all these 
topics together in the context of a 

national advocacy movement. No 
other national conference covers so 
much.  
www.nthpconference.org 

TEXAS 
Architecture of the Texas  
Tamaulipas Border 
Thursday, July 28, 2005  
Round up the posse and come enjoy good 
food, good wine and a good time! 
Featuring Guest Speaker Stephen Fox, 
Author and Architectural Historian 
$50 per person Seating is limited 

 
http://www.preservationtexas.org/ 

ARKANSAS 
WALKS THROUGH HISTORY 
SCHEDULE 

The "Walks Through History" program is a 
series of monthly outdoor walking tours 
that seeks to familiarize people who live 
and work in communities outside of central 
Arkansas with the historic structures and 
sites around them. Presented by the Arkan-
sas Historic Preservation Program. http://
www.arkansaspreservation.org/tours-
events-workshops/walk-through-schedule/ 

OKLAHOMA 
NEW STATE REHAB TAX CREDIT-
Preservation and community revitalization 
efforts across the state got a real boost with 
passage of Senate Bill 435 on May 27 and 
Governor Henry’s approval of the measure 
in June. The bill, which includes numerous 

NEW MEXICO 
Most Endangered Places 2005 
Launched in 1999, the New Mexico 
Heritage Preservation Alliance has ad-
ministered annually the Most Endan-
gered Places program. The purpose of 
this statewide program is to raise aware-
ness about threatened historic, archeo-
logical, and cultural resources, which  


