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6    Daniel in Mesquite, TX 
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the Church to teach Denise Alexander of 
the SWO, Presidio contractor Rafael Carrea  
and others the art of traditional adobe 
craftsmanship.  This workshop and the ini-
tial stabilization of the arches, walls and 
roof were supported with funding from the 
National Trust, Texas Historical Commis-
sion, the Presidio County Historical Com-
mission and generous support from indi-
viduals locally and nationwide.  Future 
plans include a new roof, adobe wall repair, 
tower reconstruction, and windows and 
doors. Of course, all of this is subject to 
fundraising, estimated at close to $60,000.   
     Stabilized and interpreted, Sagrado 

Croazon could become an 
important tourist destina-
tion for the region.  This 
Church stands for an entire 
region, on both sides of the 
U.S.—Mexican border, 
showcasing cultural tradi-
tions and community heri-
tage.   
     The NY Times summed 
it up correctly in an April 
article… “Town Ties Its 

Rejuvenation to That of a Crumbling 
Church.”   
     Contributions can be made to Ruidosa 
Mission Project, P.O. Box 606, Marfa, 
T e x a s  7 9 8 4 3 — 4 3 2 - 7 2 9 - 4 4 5 2 —
presidiocounty@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ruidosa Mission Project 

     
      
Ruidosa, Texas.  Do you mean Rui-
doso, NM?  …No, RuidosA, TEXAS.  
Mapquest will tell you to “consult your 
map” or you might hear “road ends 
near here.”  Local denizens of Presidio, 
Jeff Davis and Brewster Counties know 
that Ruidosa was once a thriving cotton 
town in the area known as “La Junta,” 
and to the many visitors to the Big 
Bend region each year, Ruidosa is a 
day-drive location.   
     Sadly, the elements are destroying 
the c.1914 Sagrado Corazon de Jesus 
(Scared Heart of Jesus) Church and 
with it a memory of a way of life in 
rural Far West 
Texas.  Built by 
locals who con-
structed tall grace-
ful adobe arches, 
this architectural 
icon is unlike any 
other in the South-
west.  The Church 
was abandoned 
and neglected for 
over 30 years, 
leaving the exposed adobe bricks to 
roast in the hot sun and melt away by 
rainfall.   
     On May 22-23 Cornerstones Com-
munity Partnership held a successful 
adobe basal stabilization workshop at  
 



 June Preservation Fund Grants Announced 
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National Trust Preservation Fund Grants   
 

Deadline 10/01/06 for Grant Applications.  For information, contact SWO at 817-332-4398 or swro@nthp.org 

The National Trust’s Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) is in full swing in the 15-county Arkansas Delta region.  A 
three-year, Kellogg Foundation-funded pilot program, the RHDI aims to preserve and promote the history and heritage of this dis-
tinct region through preservation-based economic development techniques and programming.  The initiative focuses on heritage 
tourism, local business development, preservation education, imaging and branding, and landmark preservation in the Arkansas 
Delta. 
 

To date, National Trust’s Rural Heritage Development Initiative (RHDI) has hired a field representative for the region and begun 
implementing programming outlined by both national and regional advisory committees consisting of preservation advocates and 
professionals.  Partnered with the National Trust, Main Street Arkansas, Arkansas Delta Byways Regional Tourism Association, and 
the Historic Preservation Alliance of Arkansas, RHDI is concentrating on collaborative efforts to revitalize the Delta region.  Pro-
jects presently underway include a Music Heritage Trail highlighting the rich and unique blues, gospel, jazz, and country music 
originating from the Delta.  African-American and Agricultural Heritage Trails will follow in years two and three of the initiative. 
 

Also in the works are a series of workshops and consultations from preservation and economic development professionals across the 
country.  Heritage tourism consultants Amy Webb and Dan Spock will visit the Arkansas Delta in July for a Visitor Experience As-
sessment and workshops.  Economist Donovan Rypkema will be in the region the last week in August to conduct a seminar and 
workshop on the economics of historic preservation.  Randy Wilson, an architect and image consultant will work with RHDI in Au-
gust to identify and develop a regional brand and marketing campaign and in partnership with the Southwest Office, a historic school 
reuse workshop to highlight Rosenwald Schools in the Delta is scheduled for October of this year. 
 

The RHDI is a new and innovative approach to rural heritage preservation and economic revitalization.  For more information, or to 
learn how you can become involved, please contact Beth Wiedower, RHDI Arkansas Delta Field Representative, 870.816.0774 or 
elizabeth_wiedower@nthp.org. 

TEXAS  
$2000 (Fondren Fund) to Bishop 
Blue for the rehabilitation of an 
historic  home to accommodate 
the Bishop College Archival 
Center for the defunct Histori-
cally Black College.  (c.1929) 
 
$2,500 (Fondren Fund) to the 
Burton Cotton Gin & Mu-
seum, Inc. for a structural  as-
sessment of the Burton Auto 
Company building, including 
cost estimates to repair the con-
crete grade beam, floor, walls, 
and roof.  (c. 1916) 
 
 
$2000 (Fondren Fund) to the 
City of Pharr, Texas for struc-
tural surveys that will be con-
ducted on buildings of signifi-
cance for this Main Street Com-
munity.  The surveys are to en-
tice the owners to preserve the  
buildings by outlining adaptive 
use plans that will save them 
from demolition by neglect.   
(c. 1883, 1915) 

Rural Heritage Development Initiative 

$2000 (Fondren Fund) to the 
Dayton Independent School 
District for a Preservation Plan 
designed to accomplish phase 1 
planning for the restoration of an 
historic Rosenwald School that 
was originally constructed in 
1927.   
 
$2,274 (Fondren Fund)/$460 
(Hughes Fund) to the Keystone 
School for architectural fees for 
the rehabilitation of West Hall 
on the school campus.   
(c. 1907) 

Peter Ingenhuett Store 
The c. 1880 Ingenhuett Store (with a 
1907 addition) in Comfort, Texas was 
ravaged by fire in March of 2006.  The 
Texas SHPO requested a structural 
engineer to specify bracing needs for 
the 1907 portion and recommend what 
portions of the damaged wood should be repaired.  Our grant 
will match an emergency grant from the Texas SHPO to per-
form the necessary stabilization and repairs. 

Latest Intervention Funding 
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Keep up with the  
Southwest Office! 

 
Sign up to receive our  e-letter  send an 
email to swro@nthp.org OR Visit  our  

website: www.nationaltrust.org/
about_the_trust/regional/southwest.html 

 

Identify this Historic 
Structure... 

 

What’s going on in the Southwest? 
ARKANSAS 
The "Sandwiching In History" pro-
gram is a series of tours that seeks to 
familiarize people who live and work in 
central Arkansas with the historic struc-
tures and sites around us.  The tours 
themselves typically occur at noon of the 
first Friday of each month, last less than 
an hour, and participants are encouraged 
to bring their lunches so that they can eat 
while listening to a brief lecture about the 
property and its history before proceed-
ing on a short tour.  
http://www.arkansaspreservation.org/
tours-events-workshops/sandwiching-
schedule/ 

NEW MEXICO 
Thru August 13, 2006 
Colección FEMSA, una mirada continental   
Colección FEMSA, una mirada continen-
tal (FEMSA Collection, a Continental 
Vision), a traveling exhibition featuring 
59 modern and contemporary works of 
art dating from 1914 to 2004 by 56 Latin 
American artists - with special emphasis 
on Mexico runs through August 13, 
2006, at the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center (NHCC) in Albuquerque. In-
cluded in the exhibition are paintings, 
sculptures, drawings, graphic arts, instal-
lations, and photography.  
 

http://www.nmoca.org/calendar.cgi 
 

TEXAS 
John B. Denton Days 
7/28/2006   to  7/30/2006   
7:00 PM -12:00 PM 
 

Denton County Courthouse  
on the Square 
110 W. Hickory 
Denton, Texas  76201 
 

On July 28, Denton kicks off a three-
day 200th birthday party for John B. 
Denton, the pioneer preacher, lawyer 
and Indian fighter who gave his name 
to the city and the county. 
 

Parade, Period Re-enactors, Quilt 
Show, Music, CASI Chili Cook-off, 
and more. 
 

Denton County Historical Commis-
sion  
940-349-2860  
roslyn.shelton@dentoncounty.com  
 

OKLAHOMA 
HISTORIC WINDOW WORK-
SHOP 
Thursday, September 7, 2006 
8:15am-4:30pm 
State Capital Publishing Museum 
301 West Harrison 
Guthrie, OK 
http://okhistory.org/shpo/spevents.ht
m 

Book Spotlight 
 

Contact: 
Wendy Ossoinig at 

wendy_ossoinig@nthp.org  
for ordering information 

 
Basic Preservation 

 
First published in 
1980, Basic Pres-
ervation continues 
to offer preserva-
tionists--both rook-
ies and veterans--
with a concise 
overview of the 
field. Now sub-
stantially updated 
and with new illus-
trations, the new 
Basic identifies key players and partners, 
looks at the legal and financial tools that 
protect historic sites, and suggests ways to 
get a local preservation program under-
way. 
Publisher : National Trust for Historic 
Preservation 
Publication Date : 2006 
Number of Pages : 16 
Item # : 2B20 
Non-member Price : $8.00 
Standard/Main Street Member Price : 
$7.20    
Forum Member Price : $6.00  

Teardowns Resource Guide 
Across the nation a teardown epidemic is wiping 
out historic neighborhoods one house at a time. 
Specifically, in the Southwest region, teardowns 
have been a source of contention in Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Austin, San Antonio and Houston.  As 
older homes are demolished and replaced with 
dramatically larger, out-of-scale new structures, 
the historic character of the existing neighbor-
hood is changed forever.  Community economic 
and social diversity is reduced as new mansions 
replace affordable homes. House by house, neighborhoods are losing a part of their 
historic fabric and much of their character. Historic neighborhoods can be protected 
from teardowns, through a variety of tools and approaches that manage this type of 
growth. Because there is no "one-size-fits-all" solution or "magic bullet" that will stop 
teardowns, communities should expect to use a combination of tools.  

To help with this process, the National Trust is working to show models and profile 
communities that have developed innovative strategies through the online Teardowns 
Resource Guide.    Find Advocacy Tips, Teardowns by State and Community, What’s 
Wrong with Teardowns,  A Visual Analysis, A Teardowns Glossary and a Share Your 
Teardowns Experience Turn in Worksheet.  
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Mitchell/Favrot Grants Announced 

Latest HGTV Restore America Grant Recipients   

Cornerstones Community Partnerships - Santa Fe, NM 
$5,000  
The purpose of the project is to conserve the murals on the interior walls of the Fountain 
Theatre.  Albert Fountain, Jr. painted the murals between 1912-1917.  The scenes depict a 
Mesilla Valley landscape featuring a cowboy on a horse pulling another horse laden with 
provisions.  The background shows the Rio Grande River and the Pichacho and Robledo 
Mountains. 
 
Preservation Oklahoma – Oklahoma City, OK  
$3,700  
Completed in 1903, the Overholser Mansion is a glimpse into the life of a family who 
played an instrumental role in the early history of Oklahoma City.  Spanning two generations 
of the Overholser family, this chateauesque home boasts ornate canvas painted walls, lavish 
original furnishings, fixtures and stained glass. 
POK will obtain a consultant with expertise in turn-of-the-century furnishings and furniture, 
with an emphasis on canvas wall coverings and carpeting.  The consultant will also give POK 
a priority list, timeline and estimated cost of repairs/restoration work to return the the Over-
holser Mansion back to its original grandeur. 
 
Friends of Deep Eddy, Inc. - Austin, TX 
$6,000  
Deep Eddy is the state's oldest swimming pool and it was once a popular resort area. 
Originating as a natural swimming hole on the Colorado River before Town Lake ex-
isted. The concrete pool was constructed in 1916 and was the first outdoor pool in 
Texas.  The purpose of the project is to rehabilitate the Deep Eddy Bathhouse based on 
the Historic Preservation Plan prepared by Limbacher & Godfrey Architects while 
providing facilities for modern pool management and proper accessibility under the 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) guidelines.    

The Arc Arkansas - Little Rock, AR 
$50,000 

 
The Hot Springs High School Lofts will consist of the reha-
bilitation of the (c. 1914, NR) Hot Springs High School 
Building, the high school of former President Clinton.  The 
thirty two loft style apartments and the adjoining auditorium 
will be for public use and  include two restored classrooms.  
The ARC Arkansas utilizes unique “universal design” fea-
tures which afford accessibility for lower income, disabled 
and aging individuals. 
 http://www.arcark.org/ 

 
 
Austin Revitalization Authority – Austin, TX 
$50,000 

The Juniper-Olive District project will provide 18 units (c. 1885—1935) of affordable hous-
ing in a manner that reuses 10 historic homes and constructs 8 new homes (designed to fit 
with the traditional look of the existing homes) in an area determined to be eligible for des-
ignation as a historic district.  The concept of the Juniper-Olive District reflects the desire of 
the community (as well governmental preservation entities) to maintain the flavor of the 
neighborhood through the preservation of its structures.  Preservation of the houses is preser-
vation of the memory and culture of the people who live in them and thus of the history of 
the community.   



Funding Opportunities...  
 
The Route 66 Corridor Preservation Pro-
gram provides funding assistance in the 
form of cost-share grants. 
Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2006 cost-share grant cycle. The 
deadline for application submissions is 
Friday, April 27, 2007.. Complete details 
can be found in the 2006 Cost-Share 
Grant Application Guidelines and 
Forms (Word) (pdf). 
 
 

As the federal government improves its 
electronic grants procedures, the 
www.grants.gov site gets more useful.  
Check out the links, and consider signing 
up for the "Receive Grant Opportunity 
Notification" option.  
  
 

The Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program (AHPP), has grant programs 
that preserve the state's historic resources.  
 For more information: 
www.arkansaspreservation.org/preserv
ation/grants.asp 
 
 

Heritage Tourism Grants 
Government and nonprofit organizations 
within active Texas Heritage Trails Pro-
gram regions can apply for matching 
grants when funds are available.  For 
more information: 
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/grantsincent/
graht.html 
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Donate to the National Trust 
Southwest Office 

 
As the only private, national organization 
dedicated to historic preservation, the 
National Trust relies on contributions 
from individuals, corporations, and foun-
dations. When you donate to the National 
Trust, you'll be joining thousands of pres-
ervationists who enable our staff to save 
historic places and revitalize communi-
ties.  
 
Gifts to the National Trust are tax-
deductible in accordance with the law.  
 

For more information contact: 
Wendy Ossoinig at 

wendy_ossoinig@nthp.org  
 

Arkansas 
Historic Schools Workshop 

 
Mark your calendars for the Historic Preserva-
tion Alliance of Arkansas Annual Conference 
on October 5-8, 2006 in Hot Springs.  As part of 
this conference, the Southwest Office and the 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
(AHPP) will be offering a special one day pro-
gram on historic schools on Thursday, October 
5th.  This program will  focus on the adaptive 
use of both small and large older school build-
ings, advocacy tips, mothballing , fundraising, 
Rosenwald Schools, new guidelines from the 
Council of Educational Facility Planners Inter-
national (CEFPI) and more.  Look for additional 
information in the Alliance Conference materi-
als from AHPP and from the Southwest Office.   


