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elected to use less intrusive but more expensive base isolators to seis- nologies that benefit the environment. Originally designed as a
mically strengthen the building. ‘daylit’ factory, the building features banks of north-facing skylights in
a classic sawtooth configuration. The building’s largest tenant will
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Engineers, Inc.; Glumac International Consulting Engineers; F. W. The former factory’s historic waterfront craneway, a stunning 40,000
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Partners; Cy Carlberg; Clark Construction Group California LP; has been transformed into a regional events venue. A visitors center
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Riveter--World War |l
Home Front National
Historical Park will also
soon occupy part of the
craneway. Rehabilitation
of the Ford Point Build-
ing is a catalyst for Rich-
mond’s revitalization and
its commanding water-
front position and iconic
architecture make it a
FORD ASSEMBLY BUILDING magnet for activities. In
early November dance legend Merce Cunningham performed a new,
site-specific work titled Craneway Event at the former Ford Assembly
Building.

Richmond, CA: Ford Assembly Building

Designed in 1931 by prolific industrial architect Albert Kahn, the Ford
Assembly Building stretches a full quarter of a mile long along the
City of Richmond’s waterfront and was the largest assembly plant on
the West Coast in its day. For a several decades the auto factory
provided a major stimulant to the local and regional economy, espe-
cially during World War I, when it converted to wartime production
and aided the war effort by producing over 60,000 tanks, combat
trucks and other military vehicles. However, the car industry’s down-
turn in the late 1950s had strong impacts and the building was closed
in 1955. With structural damage resulting from 1989’s Loma Prieta
Earthquake compounding years of disuse and decay, Richmond gov-
ernment was contemplating demolition. Fortunately, the joint efforts
of community historic preservation advocates, the National Park Ser-
vice, and the Richmond Community Development Agency protected
the building.
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Corporation; Morrow-Meadows Corporation, Northern California;
Bay City Mechanical; Gregory P. Luth Associates; Xander Design;
Billy Hustace Photography; Ellen L. Gailing Photography; Mayor
Gayle McLaughlin

To learn more see: http://www.rosietheriveter.org/fordbldg.htm

Over the years, numerous developers had approached the City to
rehabilitate the last surviving example of Kahn’s work on the West
Coast, without success. Finally, in 2004, developer Eddie Orton put
forward a mixed-use proposal that the City accepted. Now rechris-
tened the “Ford Point Building,” the 517,000 square foot building is,
incredibly, almost fully leased. Rehabilitation of the Ford Assembly
Building is an excellent example of reuse and showcases green tech-

Proposed Construction Plans at San Francisco's Presidio Are Halted for
Revision

The Western Office staff has been participating in the ongoing review process for changes proposed at
the Main Post of San Francisco's Presidio, the heart of the National Historic Landmark District. For the
past year, concerns over the impact of proposed actions to “activate” the Main Post had intensified. Up
to 265,000 square feet of new construction was originally proposed, including a new hotel, the dou-
bling of a historic theatre, and, most controversial, the construction of a 100,000 square-foot contem-
porary art museum referred to as the Contemporary Art Museum of the Presidio (CAMP). At a Decem-
ber 9 Presidio Trust Board of Trustees meeting, the agency formally announced that it will revise the
design guidelines for the three new cultural institutions to be more sensitive to the historic fabric of
the former Army base. The new guidelines and accompanying environmental documents will be re-
leased in January.

The Presidio Trust’s new objective for CAMP, a proposed contemporary art museum housing the col-
lection of Gap, Inc. founder Donald Fisher, is to submerge more than half of the 100,000 sq. ft. building
below ground in two structures both north and south of Moraga Street, connected by an underground
RSO A oo tunnel. This will result in @ much smaller above-ground footprint than previously planned at the bowl-
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PRESIDIO TRUST NG center site (from 100,000 sgq. ft. to approx. 35,000 sq. ft). The Presidio Trust also claims this plan
will reduce impacts to the archaeology of El Presidio and lessen the building’s visual impact on the his-
toric Main Parade ground. The south of Moraga building will be similarly “buried” with an above-ground footprint of approx. 20,000 sq. ft.
The museum would also rehabilitate and utilize one of the famed red-brick Montgomery Street Barracks. The proposed hotel will be re-
duced in size from 100,000 to 80,000 sq. ft and a history center will be developed in the
Officer’'s Club with the purpose of improving interpretation of the original site of the
Spanish settlement at El Presidio.

The announcement was accompanied with the CAMP team’s notice that it will formally
withdraw its original plan for the museum and pledge to craft a new design based on the
agency’s standards. A major flaw of the original proposal was that this process was re-
versed - the museum was designed and the guidelines were written to fit that design.
The Western Office is still concerned about the extent of proposed new construction in
the Presidio, and will continue to advocate for the protection of the National Historic

Landmark District. THE DESIGN FOR CAMP AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAMP
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Raising the Profile of Mission San Miguel Arcangel’s Esteban Munras Murals

Sixteenth among California’s 21 missions, Mission San Miguel Arcangel is located 10
miles north of Paso Robles. Established by Franciscans in 1797, the original church
was lost to fire in 1806 and a new church was completed by 1821. In 2003, a magni-
tude 6.5 San Simeon Earthquake struck, severely damaging the entire unreinforced
masonry church complex and closing it to the public. The National Trust for Historic
Preservation listed Mission San Miguel Arcangel among America’s 11 Most Endangered
: Places in 2006.

Stabilization and seismic retrofitting are underway and attention has now turned to
| conservation of San Miguel's unique murals and stenciling, rare among the artwork in
California’s missions because they were painted by Salinan Indians and have survived
intact but are slowly deteriorating. Salinan neophytes carried out the interior decora-
| tions on plaster and wood surfaces under the direction of Esteban Munras, an artist
4 from Barcelona. The murals cover walls and ceiling of the main sanctuary, as well as
the Sacristy. Underlying seismic damage and the passage of time have begun to com-
| promise the murals and their natural pigments are at risk of detaching from the plas-
ter. A $75,000 grant from the Getty Foundation funded a Preliminary Condition As-
sessment of Interior Decorative Surfaces. It is estimated that restoration and conser-
vation of the Munras Murals will cost more than $1.8 million.

THE “EYE OF GOD” FROM THE MISSION SAN MIGUEL

RETABLO A joint proposal to the S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation from the California Missions

Foundation and the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Western Office resulted
in an award of $250,000 to help fund conservation of Mission San Miguel’s fragile painted murals and decoration. The California Mis-
sions Foundation and the Western Office have established the Munras Murals Campaign to
bring broader attention to these original Salinan frescoes and decorative painting and raise
the funds necessary to ensure their preservation.

On October 18™ an event held at San Francisco’s Mission San Francisco de Asis [Mission
Dolores] led off this joint fundraising effort. Andrew Galvan, Curator of Old Mission Dolores,
permitted us wonderful access to the Mission Dolores complex and contributed significantly
to success of the evening. Nearly 100 people attended, learning more about Mission San
Miguel Arcangel and its needs and enjoying a closer peek at Mission Dolores. Docents pro-
vided information and demonstrations in the old cemetery. Doug Porter, a preservation
consultant at Mission San Miguel, arranged for a remarkable model of San Miguel to be !
available for the evening. The Lucite model was covered entirely with photographs captur- Lol l

ing the decorative and architectural details of San Miguel’s nave and was lit from inside. SRR

With Mission Dolores already providing an evoca- A LUCITE MODEL OF MISSION SAN MIGUEL DIS-
tive mood, the model helped attendees to grasp PLAYED AT THE OCTOBER 18TH FUNDRAISER
the wonder and exuberance of the Munras Murals and the Salinans’ painted decorations.

After an outdoor reception, attendees were welcomed to the old Mission Dolores chapel
(1791) by Dr. Knox Mellon, Executive Director of the California Missions Foundation, Western
Office Director Dr. Anthea Hartig, and Most Reverend William Justice, Auxiliary Bishop of San
| Francisco. Shirley Macagni, an Elder of the Salinan Nation, reflected upon the artistic legacy
of her ancestors. John Fowler, Project Manager at San Miguel, and Brother Bill Short, a Fran-
ciscan friar from Mission San Miguel, updated the audience on current conditions and pro-
| gress at the mission.

As guests disappeared into the night, it was easy to feel elated by an evening hosted in one
remarkable historic place to honor its counterpart elsewhere. The California Missions Founda-
tion and the Western Office will continue outreach, focusing attention on the unique murals,
promoting public understanding of Mission San Miguel Arcangel’s architectural and cultural
significance, and seeking matching funds for this lead gift from the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Founda-
tion. To date, $176,750 in gifts and pledges have been raised towards conservation of the
Munras Murals.

To learn more or to make a gift to the Munras Murals Campaign visit:
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/western-region/mission-san-
miguel-munras-murals-project/

CEMETERY AT MISSION DOLORES
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It Must Be Something in the Water: Babies On-Board

Births are always worth reporting and, appearances to the contrary, the Western Office did not include babies as part of its 2008
workplan. Please help us welcome this year’s bumper crop of future preservationists.

Program Officer Elaine Brown Stiles and husband Rob Stiles welcomed twins Madeline and Milo on June 15%. Born at 25 weeks, 2
days gestation, on October 18" Milo joined Maddy at home; his sister had been re-
leased from the hospital earlier in the month. Brother and sister have now both
topped ten pounds. Rob and Elaine clearly have their hands full. The Stiles have a
blog: http://miloandmadeline.blogspot.com

Program Assistant Melita Jure$a-McDonald and husband Derek McDonald-Juresa
are also proud parents. Nicola Louise JureSa McDonald was born on November T,
2008 at 1:59 AM; she weighed 7 Ibs, 1 oz and was 20.08 inches long. Melita will return
to the office in early March.

Not to be outdone, the California Preservation Foundation, which also has its offices
in the Hearst Building, has launched its own baby boom: Membership Services guru
Michele Gates and her husband Peter O’Leary welcomed their son Liam on June 16%
and outgoing Program Director Carolyn Eisen and her husband lIra are anticipating

the patter of tiny feet in June. L

People Saving Places Update

Among its many goals, the National Trust for
Historic Preservation’s current capital campaign,
People Saving Places: The Campaign for Amer-
ica’s Heritage, intends to increase available re-
granting dollars across the nation, in addition to
building endowments for the six regional offices
to spin off general operating income in the fu-
ture. We are thrilled to have Associate Director
NICOLA LOUISE JURESA MCDONALD BABY LIAM Maria DeRyke from our Development Depart-
ment stationed in the Western Office temporar-
ily to work on the campaign with us!

Western Office benchmarks achieved during
2008 include:

$100,000 from the Getty Foundation
towards establishing a Los Angeles
County Preservation Fund,;

$200,000 pledged to expand the existing
California Preservation Fund;

$1,200,500 (towards a goal of $1,250,000)
in gifts and pledges to establish a
permanent Western Office endow-
ment, part of a the visionary Daniel K.
Thorne Challenge;

$375,000 from the Henry Luce Founda-
tion over two years to develop and
promote our Modernism + Recent Past
initiative - an undertaking which will
be led by and staffed from this very
office; and

$250,000 over two years from the S. D.
Bechtel, Jr. Foundation to pursue
conservation of the Esteban Munras
murals at Mission San Miguel Ar-
cangel.

WESTERN PRESERVATION LEADERS MEETING, APRIL 2008; CHICANO PARK, SAN DIEGO CA
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