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  Wrapping up Preservation 
Month and spinning into summer, 
we here at the WO send you our 
warmest regards from our new 
home in the historic Hearst Build-
ing. Thanks to you who assisted 
with this transition and the more 
of you who bore with it—in par-
ticular our logistical and technical 
difficulties. Apologies to those 
who tried to reach us via tele-
phone in vain! We are mostly up 
and running now and eager to 
help identify, preserve, recycle and 
honor the physical traces and rich 
narratives of our remarkable di-
verse region. 
 

  Much has happened over the past few months, and we’d like to highlight a few moments in 
this newsletter, let’s start by crossing the mighty Pacific. . . 
 

  From April 6th until April 9th, the entire staff of the Western Office joined Advisor 
Chair Karen Jessup, Western Chair Linda Mayro, seven Western Advisors, and Valecia 
Crisafulli, Associate Director of the National Trust's Statewide and Local Partners 
Program, for two days of meetings on the Hawai’ian island of Kaua’i. The meetings were 
the first to be held in Hawai’i for some 13 years, and expectations ran correspondingly high. 
Regrettably, Kauai had unprecedented rainfalls in February and March, culminating in the 
failure of an earthen dam which briefly closed the island’s only highway. Prior to our arrival 
anxieties were running high (with discussions of “Plan B”), but by the time we arrived the 
road was open again and the heavens smiled upon our group. 
 

  The meetings cast a broader net than usual and 
attending Western Region Advisors were aug-
mented with representatives of statewide and 
local organizations from across the West, in-
cluding: Kiersten Faulkner, Historic Hawaii 
Foundation; Jennifer Meisner, Washington 
Trust for Historic Preservation (Seattle); 
James McPherson, Arizona Preservation 
Foundation; Megan Bellue, Preservation Ac-
tion Council of San Jose; Alana and Bruce 
Coons,  Save Our Heritage Organisation (San 
Diego); Deborah Pope, former NTHP Advisor 
and Executive Director, Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art; and Holly Chamberlain, 
the Architectural Heritage Center/Bosco Milligan Foundation (Portland). Several Advi-
sors had family in tow which added to the richness of the occasion. 
 

  The Kauai meetings were preceded by two events in Honolulu:  
  • On April 4, a Preservation Roundtable organized by Kiersten Faulkner, new Executive 
Director of Historic Hawai’i Foundation, and WO staff, and held at Queen Emma’s Summer 
Palace, headquarters of NTHP Local Partner Daughters of Hawai’i; and 
  • On April 5, an optional “behind-the-scenes” tour of Shangri-La (pictured above), Doris 
Duke’s exquisite cliff-top, Diamond Head estate, made possible by Deborah Pope. 
        Continued on page 2 

Preserving and Celebrating the West 

Shangri-La, Honolulu - (April 5, 2006) - Starting at the top, pic-
tured L to R: Anthony Veerkamp, Bill Hawley, Mike Buhler, Hugh 
Rowland; Valecia Crisafulli, Karen Jessup, Susan Brandt Hawley, 
Kiersten Faulkner, Deborah Pope, Julianne Polanco, Jennifer Meisner, 
Anthea Hartig, Jim McPherson, Mary Thompson, Tim Whalen, and 
front Melita Jureša-McDonald (photo by Susan Polanco de Couet) 
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  Our meeting on Kaua’i followed on the 
heels of the naming of the Kaua’i commu-
nity of Waimea to the 2006 list of Amer-
ica's Dozen Distinctive Destinations.  
The same qualities that recommended 
Waimea as a Distinctive Destination, make 
the entire island a compelling location for 
a retreat focused upon historic preserva-
tion.  Kaua'i vividly demonstrates the chal-
lenges and opportunities that are posed by 
heritage tourism in desirable locations with 
rich local cultural traditions and sensitive 
natural resources.  
 

  Meeting participants stayed mere yards 
from the beach at the Hanalei Colony 
Resort, where the sound of breakers 
blended with rushing trade breezes to cre-
ate the ultimate in white noise.  Meetings 
were held at the Hanalei Community Cen-
ter in the town itself.  The beauty of our 
surroundings, coupled with a great deal of 
casual catering in staff suites, fueled a 
mood of conviviality and intimacy. Inci-
dentally, Mary Thompson can grill a mean 
wahu and Susan Brandt-Hawley and Bill 
Hawley are accomplished and generous 
vintners! 
 

  Kauai’s charms and challenges helped 
shape  the discussion and proceedings 
were enriched by the presence of local 
preservationists, including Melanie Chinen 
of the Hawai’i HPO, Mary Requilman, 
Executive Director of the Kauai His-
torical Society, Peter Apo, Director of 
Culture and Education, Native Hawai-
ian Hospitality Association, and State 
Representatives Corinne Ching and 
Hermina Morita.  
 

  James McPherson, former NTHP 
Utah Advisor and current President of 
Arizona Preservation Foundation, pre-
sented the group with the successful tem-
plate for Phoenix preservationists’ recent 
huge victory when voters supported by a 
two-thirds margin a series of seven bonds 
that will provide the city $28.5 million for 
historic preservation.  The Western Of-

fice was an active player in the campaign, 
working first with Arizona Preservation 
Foundation and local partners to develop 
an advocacy strategy, and then partnering 
with the “Building Our Future” campaign 
to ensure that Phoenicians learned about 
the benefits of historic preservation and 
supported all seven bonds. In addition to 
funding a diverse range of specific preser-
vation projects, the bonds will provide $2 
million to fund the city’s National Preser-
vation Honor Award-winning Historic 
Exterior Rehabilitation Grant Program 
and over $5 million for Demonstration 
Project Grants and a Threatened Buildings 
Initiative. 
 

  Peter Apo, of the Native Hawaiian 
Hospitality Association and Board 
President, Historic Hawai’i Founda-
tion, delivered a fascinating speech “The 
Impact of the Global Economy on Heritage and 
Culturalism Through Hawaiian Eyes: Is Your 
Town Next?,” which informed a lively dis-
cussion. Peter skillfully evoked Hawaii’s 
challenges in meeting the demands of 
global tourism while remaining sensitive to 
place, culture, and community. Peter pro-
posed a definition of historic preservation 
as “a concern for man’s relationship to his heritage 
and his culture and to what degree it is of value to 
his future.” 
 

  The two days of meetings also included 
tours of Limahuli Gardens, the Waipa 
Foundation, the Waioli Mission House 
Museum, the Haraguchi Rice Mill, and 
the Hanalei National Wildlife Refuge, 
and culminated in an evening of true Ha-
waiian hospitality at the Haena beach-
front home of Trustee Mary M. Cooke 
and her husband Sam, where hula danc-
ing, slack-key guitar, ono traditional food, 
and, last but not least, a spectacular Pacific 
sunset all contributed to a mood of preser-
vation camaraderie. 
 

  The successful collegiality of our Hawai’i 
meetings would have been impossible 
without the leadership and unflagging ef-
forts of Hawai’i Advisor Lani Ma’a 
Lapilio; the gracious hospitality of Mary 
and Sam Cooke, Kiersten Faulkner, and 
Deborah Pope; and our collaboration 
with Kaua’i preservationists Barbara 
Robeson and Pat Griffin. We’re terrifi-
cally grateful for the participation of 
Valecia Crisafulli; the attendance and 
energy of Advisor Chair Karen Jessup; 
and the stalwart commitment of West-
ern Region Advisors, Statewides and 
Locals.  
 

MAHALO! 

Hawai’i 
  (Continued from page 1) 

Upcoming events (and a 
few that just occurred!) 

 
 

23 May 
Nevada’s and Washington’s Most 

Endangered Historic Places 
Announcements 

[Preserve Nevada: www.unlv.edu/
Colleges/Liberal_Arts/History/

preserve_nevada/ 
 

Washington Trust: http://www.wa-
trust.org/] 

 
4-5 June 

National Main Street Conference (see 
box on page 8) 

 
9 June 

“Preserving California’s Japantowns 
Symposium 

[www.californiajapantowns.org] 
(Anthea & Anthony) 

 
10 June 

Ennis House Fundraiser 
Los Angeles 

(Anthea) 
 

13 June 
National Trust/HGTV Restore 

American Gala 
Washington, DC 

(Anthea) 
 

15-17 June 
Vernacular Architecture Forum 

Board of Director’s meeting and 
Annual Conference 

New York 
[www.vernaculararchitecture 

forum.org] 
(Anthony—new Board member!) 

 
15-17 June 

Arizona Preservation Conference 
Glendale, AZ 

[www.azpreservation.org] 
(Anthea) 

 
19-23 June 

Staff Planning Week 
NTHP HQ 
(all staff) 

 
28 June 

Richard Moe @ the Commonwealth 
Club 

San Francisco (see box on page 6) 
 

Hanalei Valley, Kauai 
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home inspections with residents, develop-
ing forms for effectively capturing inspec-
tion information, assisting in tabulation of 
survey results, and scheduling inspections. 
We attended a meeting of the Vieux Carré 
Commission, sat in on a PRC post-Katrina 
workshop for homeowners (offered 
weekly), and participated in briefing meet-
ings with PRC staff.  
 

  The team had the honor of being hosted 
one evening by NTCIC Board Member 
and former NTHP trustee Camille 
Strachan, her husband Duncan, and sis-
ter-in-law Patricia, who each contributed 
to our growing reservoir of Katrina lore. 
Duncan kept us spellbound as he re-
counted his vigil in the family’s venerable 
Garden District home (death place of Jef-
ferson Davis), throughout and following 
the hurricane. Camille also spoke elo-
quently of her earliest days in New Or-
leans’ preservation, conducting historic 
resource surveys while pushing a baby 
stroller – field work which contributed to a 
civic pride that has sustained the creation 
of 20 historic districts.  
 

  Nowadays, there are as many stories and 
images of New Orleans as there are 
Katrina-survivors or post-Katrina pilgrims 
and volunteers. In a city and region redo-
lent with the past and already famous for 
its narrative inclinations, post-Katrina each 
sidewalk, barroom, or corner store in New 
Orleans hums with tales of individual pri-
vation and public experience. To visit New 
Orleans is to renounce neutrality, and this 
breezy account cannot hope to do justice 
to so many stories, so many disrupted 
lives, and so many hopes.  
 

  The Western Office remains indebted to 
the willingness and commitment of the 
excellent team we were able to assemble. 
Whether interacting with dedicated NTHP 
New Orleans staff or staff of the extraor-
dinary Preservation Resource Center, 
absorbing the current reality of the Cres-
cent City, or simply standing witness, eve-
rywhere we went, to personal stories of 
tribulation and adversity, the team came 
away chastened, inspired, overwhelmed, 
and full of admiration. Recovery in New 
Orleans presents huge challenges and op-
portunities. 
 

To support the Trust’s Katrina efforts 
visit: http://www.nationaltrust.org/ 
hurricane/index.html  

By Hugh Rowland 

   

  When National Trust Southern Office 
Director John Hildreth expressed a need 
for a team of volunteers to assist the 
Trust’s New Orleans Field Office during 
the last week before Mardi Gras, Western 
Office Director Anthea Hartig swung into 
action and assembled a diverse group of 
Californians. Our Western Office volun-
teer team assisted the Trust’s Katrina Field 
Office during the week of February 13-
17th. This New Orleans pilgrimage felt 
inevitable and personal to me: I lived in 
the Crescent City for nine halcyon months 
in the late 70’s  and post-Katrina felt I 
simply owed the Big Easy a visit.  
 

  I represented the Western Office, joining: 
Amanda Blosser, State Historian II, Cali-
fornia Office of Historic Preservation, 
Sacramento; Charles Chase, AIA, Execu-
tive Director, San Francisco Heritage; Roy 
Harthorn, a Certified Building Official, 
Plans Examiner, and Accessibility Special-
ist from Santa Barbara;  and Jenna Snow, 
Chattel Architecture, Planning & Preserva-
tion, Inc., Sherman Oaks.  
 

 Currently the National Trust’s New Or-
leans Katrina Field Office (the Trust also 
maintains a second Katrina Field Office, in 
Biloxi) has two employees and operates 
from the headquarters building of the 
Preservation Resource Center of New 
Orleans (PRC). Walter Gallas and Kevin 
Mercadel juggle the tasks, hats, and diplo-
matic skills needed to edge the Trust’s 
New Orleans goals inexorably forward. 
Working in tandem with the remarkable 
ensemble that is the Preservation Resource 
Center (19 + employees), Walter and 
Kevin: coordinate rotating teams of volun-
teers; interact with City officials and politi-
cians and participate in community meet-
ings to influence preservation outcomes 
for New Orleans’ recovery; spearhead the 
Trust’s Katrina efforts in New Orleans 

and keep the Trust well-briefed; and re-
survey red-tagged buildings, conduct home 
inspections and advise homeowners about 
steps they can initiate to mitigate Katrina 
damage. 
 

  The Western Office was fortunate to be 
able to assemble such gifted volunteers in 
such short order. Both Charles Chase and 
Roy Harthorn brought with them prior 
disaster-recovery experience (Charles from 
Hurricane Hugo in Charleston, S.C., and 
Roy from California’s Loma Prieta and 
Northridge earthquakes), and Amanda 
Blosser and Jenna Snow brought strong 
preservation skills along with a demon-
strated commitment to public service. I 
know that each team member brought 
individual expectations and trepidations to 
New Orleans and I am equally sure that 
we were each still unprepared for the par-
ticulars of what we saw and experienced.  

  We found ourselves in a city still quietly 
reeling and not yet returned to business as 
usual.  Throughout the city intersections 
still functioned without traffic lights, just 
as some neighborhoods were still without 
power and operating under “out-before-
dark” curfews.  Great swaths of the city 
seem virtually abandoned – ranks of 
homes of all vintages, relative affluence, 
size, and styles standing mutely vacant, 
grimly united by the visible mark of flood 
waters or totemic piles of ruined domestic 
goods. In those vacant streets, the exodus, 
the outflow, of residents is still palpable – 
along with a sense of interrupted lives. 
Many neighborhoods, including those 
best-known to tourists, seem and are 
largely undamaged and have resumed a 
modicum of life as usual – while others are 
still, at best, wrenchingly deserted or, at 
worst (such as the Lower Ninth Ward), 
have  been brutally reinvented as post-
apocalyptic no man’s lands.  
 

 Throughout the week, our team of five 
provided deploy-as-needed support to 
Walter and Kevin, participating in re-
surveys of buildings previously red-tagged 
by City officials, conducting walk-through 

Recharging Preservation Ideals and Rediscovering the People Behind the 
Buildings: Western Office Volunteer Team Visits New Orleans 

Pictured (L to R): Camille & Duncan Strachan, 
Hugh Rowland, Amanda Blosser, Jenna Snow, 
Charles Chase, Walter Gallas, Kevin Mercadel, Roy 
Harthorn (Photo: Courtesy of Roy Harthorn) 

 There is not a concentration of historic struc-
tures in America, let alone the world, like 
those in New Orleans. We'll be able to signify 
the rebirth of New Orleans when the modest 
homes that are the cornerstones of the city are 
brought back to life. – Richard Moe 
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  In late February the Western Office 
said goodbye to its Embarcadero office 
and achieved a long-awaited move to 
new premises. After 5 years at 8 Califor-
nia Street, the office has decamped to 
The Hearst Building, 5 Third Street, 
Suite 707, San Francisco, CA 94103: 
415. 947.0692. At our new location we 
are one of the building's anchor tenants 
and have the California Preservation 
Foundation as a neighbor on the fourth 
floor.  The Hearst Building was first 
constructed prior to the 1906 earthquake 
but was destroyed in the great fire. Fol-
lowing the earthquake, the Hearst Cor-
poration rebuilt and in 1937 architect 
Julia Morgan designed the alterations at 
the building, including a striking marble-
faced lobby with pressed leather walls 
and an ornate ceiling. Phoebe Hearst 
maintained a pied-a-terre on the build-
ing's roof, which still exists albeit rein-
vented as a skyline board room and roof-
top bocce ball court. We are settling in 
nicely to our spacious new premises, 
overlooking Market and Third Streets, 
Lotta's Fountain, and directly opposite 
the aggressive façadectomy currently 
underway across the street at the former 
Chronicle Building -- being reinvented as 
a Ritz-Carlton Club and Residence.  
 

Come visit us! 
 

  Midway between 
Los Angeles and 
San Francisco on 
t h e  h i s t o r i c 
Camino Real (the 
Royal Road, now 
Highway 101) 
Mission San 
Miguel Arc-
á n g e l  w a s 
founded in 1797 
as the 16th of 

California’s famed 21 Spanish missions.  
The present mission church, completed in 
1821, is one of California's best-preserved 
and authentic reminders of the past.  A 
superb example of Franciscan Mission 
architecture and recently designated a Na-
tional Historic Landmark, Mission San 
Miguel is famous for the interior of the 
church, which features elaborate murals 
painted by Salinan Indian converts (or 
neophytes) under the direction of Spanish 
artist Esteban Munras.  These murals are 
the only surviving example of unrestored 
Spanish Colonial art in any of the Califor-
nia missions.   
 

 Western Office Director Anthea Hartig 
and Stephen Hearst representing the Cali-
fornia Missions Foundation joined local 
partners in a press conference at the Mis-
sion attended by over fifty people. The 
mission was the focus of coverage in the 
Los Angeles Times, the Sacramento Bee, 
and television and newspaper outlets from 
Salinas and San Luis Obispo.  State Sena-
tor Abel Maldonado announced the Cali-
fornia Historical Preservation Act that 

would amend the State Constitution to 
allow the expenditure of public funds to 
religious historical buildings like Mission 
San Miguel. 
 

  The 11-Most Endangered Places an-
nouncement focused on the threats to the 
mission. In December 2003, the San 
Simeon earthquake caused severe struc-
tural damage that left a gaping crack in the 
Church’s façade.  In addition to significant 
structural damage, the earthquake caused 
extensive damage to priceless interior wall 
paintings.  It is estimated that the total cost 
of all conservation efforts for the mission 
will be nearly $14 million. Help if you can! 

Most Endangered Listing for California Mission New Home for Us! 

Huge Victory in Phoenix! 

Two ways to keep up with 
the Western Office! 

 

Join our mailing list by sending an 
email  to wro@nthp.org w i th 
"SUBSCRIBE" in the subject line, or 
visit the National Trust's website at: 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/
western/ 

  On March 
14th, Preser-
vationists in 
P h o e n i x , 
A r i z o n a , 
scored a 
huge victory 
when voters 
s u p p o r t ed 
by a two-
thirds mar-
gin a series 
of seven 
bonds that 
will provide 

$28.5 million for historic preservation.  In 
addition to funding a diverse range of spe-
cific preservation projects, the bonds will 
provide $2 million to fund the city’s Na-

tional Preservation Honor Award-winning 
Historic Exterior Rehabilitation Grant 
Program and over $5 million for Demon-
stration Project Grants and a Threatened 
Buildings Initiative.  The Western Office 
joined forces with the Arizona Preserva-
tion Foundation and local partners to de-
velop an advocacy strategy, and then part-
nered with the “Building Our Future” 
campaign to assure that Phoenicians 
learned about the benefits of historic pres-
ervation and supported all seven bonds.  A 
key component of the advocacy effort was 
$8,000 in direct campaign support from 
the Southwest Intervention Fund.  On 
election night, Anthony Veerkamp and Jim 
McPherson, President of Arizona Preser-
vation Foundation, joined hundreds of 
Phoenicians to celebrate the success.   

ASU President Michael Crow, 
Mayor Phil Gordon, former Mayor 
Paul Johnson, the chair of the cam-
paign (Mr. Ronnie Lopez of Phoe-
nix International Consultants, Inc.), 
and Councilman Claude Mattox.  

Ennis House Update 
 
Robert Leary, President of the Ennis 
House Foundation, reports that stabili-
zation and restoration work on Frank 
Lloyd Wright's 1924 Ennis House, one 
of the Trust's 2005 11 Most Endangered 
Places,  is underway! The Board of Direc-
tors of the Ennis House Foundation 
thanks all of the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation members who have 
contributed to the Ennis House Founda-
tion.  These contributions have been im-
portant to keep the organization function-
ing, and any additional contributions will 
be appreciated.  The Ennis House Foun-
dation will be holding a fundraiser at 
Frank Lloyd Wright's Storer House on 
Saturday, June 10, 2006.  If you are inter-
ested in more information on this event 
please contact the Western Office.  
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  Like a Phoenix rising from the ashes, 
the recent purchase of Monterey’s land-
mark Marsh Building by San Francisco 
oriental art and antique dealer Jerry 
Janssen cements a second important 
win for the Alliance of Monterey Area 
Preservationists (AMAP) and ensures 
that the fascinating building is safe from 
demolition.  
 

  The eye-catching “gateway” to Mon-
terey was constructed in 1928 by George 
Turner Marsh, a San Francisco Asian art 
merchant and one of the creators of the 
Hagiwara Garden in Golden Gate Park. 
Since it was first purchased in 1999 by 
the Diocese of Monterey, the building’s 
signature cobalt-tiled roof and miniature, 
walled Japanese and Chinese gardens had 
grown steadily shabbier and more for-
lorn, month-by-month and year-by-year. 
The Marsh Building’s fate seemed sealed 
under the ownership and stewardship of 
the Diocese, which had publicly argued 
that the building lacked historic merit 
and that, in any case, the structure was 
too far gone to be saved.  With its own 
plans to expand onto the site, the Dio-
cese had no desire to sell the property 
and it seemed certain that the unique 75-
year old building, in exile behind a cy-
clone fence, was headed for demolition 
by neglect. 
 

  Behind the scenes, however, well-
known preservation advocate Enid Sales 
and Montgomery Kingsley, both AMAP 
members, were working tirelessly to con-
vince the State Historic Resources Com-
mission to declare Marsh’s eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
“Their recommendation, which utilized 
the information we provided on the 
Marsh Building, paved the way for the 
building’s preservation,” stated Sales. 
“Once a building has been determined 

eligible for the National Register, the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
and Federal law come into play and pro-
vide strong incentives for preservation.” 
 

  At the same time, AMAP was moving 
steadily forward to save Marsh’s by edu-
cating and motivating all interested par-
ties in a series of meetings with Mon-
terey’s Mayor Dan Albert, City Manager 
Fred Meurer and City staff, Diocesan 
representatives, and potential buyers. 
 

  This is a textbook example of the crea-
tive salvation of an important historic 
building,” said AMAP President James 
Bryant. “A dedicated coalition of local 
preservationists and interested city offi-
cials, supported by the California Office 
of Historic Preservation and the Western 
Office of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, have proven emphatically 
that ‘where there is a will, there IS a 
way!”  

  “As you can imagine, a victory like this 
involves many players” added Enid 
Sales. “A lot of parties had to step up to 
the plate - including Jerry Janssen 
(buyer), William Smith of Prudential 
Realty (broker), Charles Chrietzberg of 
Monterey County Bank (lender), and the 
Diocese of Monterey (seller). AMAP’s 
pivotal role was to help everyone in-
volved understand the building’s historic 
merit as well as its importance to the 
Monterey Area.”   
 

  A mere two years old, Alliance of Mon-
terey Area Preservationists has already 
played a key role in several area preserva-
tion successes --  most notably in helping 
to save the Naval Post Graduate 
School’s historic Hotel Del Monte, 
slated for demolition by the U.S. Navy. 
The Navy subsequently reversed its deci-
sion, and a full rehabilitation of the Ho-
tel Del Monte based on the Secretary of 

the Interior’s guidelines for historic 
renovations is now underway. AMAP 
received the President’s Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation’s prestigious 
“Partnership Commendation” for its 
efforts on behalf of Hotel Del Monte. 
 

  More recently AMAP Secretary Nancy 
Runyon has teamed with Point Lobos 
Association’s Kurt Loesch in nominating 
the Whaler’s Cabin for National Register 
status. AMAP has also helped convince 
the City of Monterey to reduce the size 
and scale of its new government office 
complex, making it more appropriate to 
the National Historic Landmark District 
for which it is proposed. 
 

  “AMAP really reflects the area’s many 
preservation organizations,” said Sales. 
“We are lucky to have members from 
the Pacific Grove Heritage Society, Car-
mel Preservation Foundation, Old Mon-
terey Preservation Society and others on 
our Board and as volunteers in our 
group.  Together we are proving that 
there is strength in numbers, and are 
already having an important impact on 
preservation throughout our area - and 
we have just begun!” 
 

  AMAP continues its efforts to expand 
public awareness of the positive aspects 
of preservation and has held daylong 
Forum on the Economic Value of Pres-
ervation at the Monterey Conference 
Center on May 19, 2006.  

  For more information about Alliance 
of Monterey Area Preservationists  
see: http://users.npsis.com/~bryant 
/index.html  
 

**The plight of Marsh’s was also highlighted in 
the June 2004 issue of Western Preser-
vation News. 

HISTORIC MARSH BUILDING SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION: 
A Striking Victory for Monterey Area Preservationists 
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Dozen Distinctive Destinations 
  Each year in March the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation announces its 
list of “Dozen Distinctive Destina-
tions.” The list presents alternative vaca-
tion destinations, where residents have 
taken concrete action to protect town’s 
uniqueness and character by preserving 
their historic landmarks and revitalizing 
their downtowns. This year nearly 93 
destinations in 39 states were nominated 
by individuals, preservation organiza-
tions and local communities. The West-
ern Office is proud that four of the 12 
winners are from the West.  

  Prescott, Arizona: In 1863 Prescott 
was literally born overnight when gold 
was discovered and a rustic and raucous 
mining camp was established on the 
Hassayampa River. Today, Prescott is a 
thriving community that celebrates the 
Wild West in several nationally recog-
nized museums featuring Native Ameri-
can and Western art and frontier history. 
The centerpiece of Prescott’s vibrant 
downtown is Courthouse Plaza, a green 
oasis surrounded by museums, art galler-
ies, antique shops, boutiques, cozy res-
taurants, the 1905 Elks Opera House, 
and historic accommodations, including 
the 1927 Hassayampa Inn, a member 
of the National Trust’s Historic Hotels 
of America.  

  Monterey, California: Combining 
amazing beauty with a rich cultural heri-
tage, Monterey is actively safeguarding 
its vibrant downtown, which includes a 
wealth of wonderfully preserved historic 
buildings, such as Colton Hall (1849), 
site of California’s  first constitutional 
convention, and the Custom House. 
Strolling down Old Fisherman's Wharf 
visitors can watch working trawlers 
unload the day’s catch, or dine at one of 

several restaurants now housed in for-
mer canneries.  Once home to a vital 
sardine industry, Cannery Row was im-
mortalized in John Steinbeck's 1945 
novel of the same name and the Na-
tional Trust listed Cannery Row among 
America's 11 Most Endangered His-
toric Places in 1998. In the response to 
that listing, using funds from the Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium, the City helped 
create the Cannery Row Conservation 
District to secure the future of the his-
toric canneries. Visitors also won't want 
to miss a taste of 1850s California life at 
the California State Historic Park, which 
includes the National Trust's Cooper-
Molera Adobe.  

  Palm Springs, California: Long a 
weekend getaway for the rich and fa-
mous, in addition to a near-perfect cli-
mate and a desert location ideal for golf-
ing, swimming or loafing, Palm Springs 
also boasts a dazzling array of inspired 
buildings. Because of its proximity to 
Los Angeles, the city was quickly 
adopted by Hollywood celebrities, who 
fueled the city's postwar growth and 
spawned an explosion of original build-
ings designed in what became known as 
the Palm Springs Modern style. These 
buildings – some of them designed by 
architects such as Richard Neutra (Grace 
Miller house pictured above) – reflect the diver-
sity of approaches to Modern design. 
Palm Springs also offers hot-air balloon 
rides, museums, art galleries, and desert 
attractions including indigenous flora 
and fauna, botanical parks, and Palm 
Canyon, one of the most breathtaking 
spots in Western North America.  
 

  Waimea, Kaua’i, Hawaii: Citing its 
superb culture and heritage, National 
Trust President Richard Moe called 
Waimea “a jewel in plain sight." Beckon-
ing visitors for more than two centuries, 
Waimea is filled with historical places 
dating from the time of the Polynesian 
migration. Once the winter capital for 

Hawaiian royalty, Waimea is the place in 
Hawai'i where Captain Cook first landed 
in 1778, and is home to the 3,567-foot 
deep Waimea Canyon, Mark Twain's 
"Grand Canyon of the Pacific." Waimea 
is deservedly proud of its intact collec-
tion of early 19th century structures, 
including the Russian Fort Elizabeth, the 
Old Stone Church, and Waimea Pier. 
The town also celebrates its plantation 
heritage at the Waimea Plantation Cot-
tages.  Visitors island-wide can immerse 
themselves in brilliant sunsets, natural 
heritage, and outdoor activities on this 
island whose people are committed to 
maintaining a rural lifestyle.  
 

  To see the past winners go to 
http://www.nationaltrust.org/dozen
_distinctive_destinations/list.asp 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

TAMING THE TEARDOWN 
TREND  

 
Richard M. 

Moe 
President, Na-
tional Trust for 

Historic Preserva-
tion 

 

Wednesday, June 
28, 2006 

 
 

The Commonwealth Club of  
California 

 

 5:30 p.m., Wine and cheese reception 
| 6:00 p.m., Program | Club office, 
595 Market St., 2nd Floor, San Fran-
cisco | Free for Members, $18 for 
Non-Members.  Co-sponsored by 
Stacey's Books. For more information 
go to http://www.commonwealth 
club.org/index.html 
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tions designated as National Historic 
Landmark Districts, stands out as one of 
the most important preservation efforts in 
recent memory.” 
 

  The settlement culminates four months 
of intense negotiations between the parties 
following the City’s approval of amend-
ments to the Mare Island Specific Plan in 
December, allowing demolition of up to 
183 historic structures. The Amended Spe-
cific Plan had been widely criticized by 
preservation stakeholders, including the 
State Office of Historic Preservation and 
National Park Service, for failing to ade-
quately protect the Island’s unique and 
irreplaceable resources or comply with 
mandates of the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 
  

  Among other provisions, the settlement 
provides increased protections against 
demolition of historic resources, estab-
lishes a $2 million loan fund for rehabilita-
tion, and provides training funds for the 
City’s Architectural Heritage and Land-
marks Commission in implementing the 
Mare Island Historic and Design Guide-
lines. Eleven structures totaling over 
280,000 square feet that had been sched-
uled for demolition will now be saved 
(including Building 527, pictured), and 
many others will require further study 
prior to consideration of demolition. Addi-
tional demolition criteria will be developed 
to maximize reuse of historic buildings 
while allowing sensitive new infill projects. 
The settlement prevents the NTHP and 
VAHF from filing litigation on the Plan.    
 

  Vallejo architect and VAHF President 
Judy Irvin stated, “The agreement strikes a 
responsible and workable balance between 
maintaining Mare Island’s historic integrity 
and the practicalities of economic reuse.” 
Vallejo architect and VAHF Vice-
President Elizabeth Pidgeon elaborated, 
“We want the reuse of Mare Island to be 
successful. This agreement increases pro-
tections retaining Mare Island’s unique 
sense of place, which we believe will be the 
key to its economic success by building on 
its legacy.”    
  

  Lennar Mare Island spokesperson, Jason 
Keadjian, agreed. “This agreement allows 
us to move forward with developing the 
industry, commerce, and jobs envisioned 
by the comprehensive Mare Island Specific 
Plan,” Keadjian said. 

  In April, the Western Office successfully 
concluded months of negotiations on an 
agreement that resolved a longstanding 
dispute over the future of more than 500 
historic buildings at the former Mare Is-
land Naval Shipyard National Historic 
Landmark District. Signatories to the 
agreement included master developer Len-
nar Mare Island, the City of Vallejo, the 
National Trust (NTHP), and the Vallejo 
Architectural Heritage Foundation 
(VAHF), led by Judy Irvin and Elizabeth 
Pidgeon.   
  

  Established as the West Coast’s first na-
val base in 1854, Mare Island includes 
massive industrial buildings, dry docks, 
officers’ mansions, a hospital complex, 
bomb shelters, ammunition depots, and  
Saint Peter's Chapel (1901), which features 
29 Louis Comfort Tiffany stained glass 
windows.  During its long association with 
the Navy, the shipyard boasted remarkable 
achievements: both the first U.S. warship 
(1859) and first West Coast dry dock 
(1872-91) were constructed at Mare Island 
and the shipyard still holds a record for 
building the destroyer USS Ward in 17½ 
days during World War I. Throughout 
WWII the shipyard repaired and refitted 
battle-damaged warships and turned out 
scores of ships and submarines.   
 

  After the shipyard closed in 1996, the 
shipyard was conveyed to the City of 
Vallejo in 2002 for reuse and redevelop-
ment, which subsequently named Lennar 
Mare Island as master developer.  Lennar’s 
plans call for construction of 1,400 homes 
and commercial and industrial space to 
replace the 10,000 jobs lost when the base 
closed.  As noted by Western Office Di-
rector Dr. Anthea Hartig, “Few other mili-
tary resources west of the Mississippi, if 
any, compare to Mare Island. From side 
wheelers to submarines, it has been a criti-
cal part of California and American history 
for almost 150 years. The rehabilitation of 
the Island, listed in whole on the National 
Register of Historic Places with key por-

IN THE NEWS 
 

  The Western 
Office is ex-
tremely pleased 
that Western 
Advisor Barbara 
G .  S i d w a y 
(Baker City and 
Portland, OR) 
has continued 
her meaningful 
co l l abora t ion 

(and trajectory!) with the National Trust 
by becoming a Trustee.  Ms. Sidway was 
elected to the Board of Trustees at the 
2005 National Preservation Conference in 
Portland, and serves as the Vice-
Chairperson of the Audit Committee.  
 

  During her tenure as National Trust 
Advisor for Oregon (2002 through 2005), 
Barbara was a tireless fundraiser and ad-
vocate for the 2005 National Preservation 
Conference and also active in the fund-
raising campaign to secure $1.5 Million to 
preserve the Kam Wah Chung & Com-
pany Museum in John Day, Oregon.  That 
project will ensure that the unique 19th-
century Chinese herbal dispensary and 
general store continues to educate visitors 
about the important contributions of Chi-
nese immigrants to the development of 
rural Eastern Oregon.   
  

  Barbara is Principal and founder, Sidway 
Investment Corporation, and restores and 
manages historic properties in partnership 
with her husband, Dwight. Award-
winning projects include the Geiser Grand 
Hotel, The Oddfellows Building, the Bilt-
more Hotel, Venetian Pool, and the Free-
dom Tower. The Geiser Grand Hotel 
received the Governor’s Livability Award 
and a National Trust Honor Award 
(1998). [see www.geisergrand.com] 
 

  Barbara holds a B.A., Economics, Uni-
versity of Michigan, and an M.B.A., Uni-
versity of Chicago Graduate School of 
Business. She served three terms on the 
Oregon Heritage Commission, including 
illustrious years as Chairperson. Bar-
bara's service in the West also includes: 
Member, Task Force that created Ore-
gon's Cultural Trust, founder and board 
member of the Oregon Heritage Trust, 
Livable Oregon’s Governor’s Livability 
Awards Jury; and Board member, Cultural 
Advocacy Coalition; Friends of Historic 
Baker, and board member of Historic 
Baker City, a National Main Street Pro-
gram. 

AGREEMENT REACHED TO PRESERVE  
MARE ISLAND’S HISTORY  
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  On May 
21, 2006 
O a k l a n d ’ s 
h i s t o r i c 
C o h e n -
B r a y 
H o u s e 
(1440 29th 
A v e n u e , 
O a k l a n d ) 
opened its 
doors for an 
u n u s u a l 
event in 
honor of 

National Preservation Month.  Visitors 
had a chance to meet the family, hear their 
unusual story, and enjoy one of the most 
distinctive collections of Victorian period 
interior decorative arts in the United 
States. Guests were also able to see his-
toric preservation projects underway at 
this grand home.   
 

  The Cohen-Bray House is a unique Bay 
Area resource. Built in 1884, the Stick 
Style home was a wedding gift from the 
Bray family to their daughter and the 
groom’s parents decorated and furnished 
the house. The residence’s contents, un-
changed to the present, offer an opportu-
nity to trace various phases of interior 
decorative arts.  The National Register-
listed house stands out in what is now 
overwhelmingly a neighborhood of mod-
est bungalows of later construction.  The 
grand residence tells the story of an earlier 

Preservation Projects Underway at Cohen Bray House 
  Applications for the National Trust Pres-
ervation Fund Grants (formerly known as 
the Preservation Services Fund grants) are 
being accepted until June 1, 2006.  Provid-
ing dollar-for-dollar matching seed money to 
non-profit organizations and public agen-
cies, the funds can be used for a variety of 
preservation projects such as: feasibility 
studies or historic structures reports for en-
dangered buildings and sites; landscape re-
search and planning; fund-raising and media 
campaign; and interpretation and heritage 
education activities.  For additional informa-
tion regarding these grants contact Melita 
Jureša-McDonald, Program Assistant, me-
lita_juresa-mcdonald@nthp.org. Appli-
cants are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Western Office to discuss the project 
prior to submitting an application.  

  The 2006 National Preservation Confer-
ence, Making Preservation Work! is to be 
held from October 31 - November 5, 2006 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  The prelimi-
nary program and on-line registration will be 
available from June 1, 2006. http://
www.nthpconference.org/.  To request a 
Preliminary Program, send an e-mail with 
your full name and mailing address to: con-
ference@nthp.org. Deadline for early-bird 
registration rates is July 31, 2006.  
  

  Students and community activists from 
diverse racial, ethnic and cultural back-
grounds are invited to apply for the Na-
tional Trust's 2006 Diversity Scholarship 
Program, in conjunction with the National 
Preservation Conference in Pittsburgh.  In 
addition to receiving substantial financial 
assistance, Diversity Scholarship recipients 
attending the conference for the first time 
will be paired with a mentor and have the 
opportunity to attend facilitated events. 
Contact Brent Leggs at 617-523-0885 x34 
for more information, or visit 
https://www.nthpconference.org/Gener
alInfo/#scholarships. Applications are 
due June 1, 2006. 

APPROACHING DEADLINES 
cycle of the district’s life, when gentleman 
farmers occupied substantial estates and 
commuted to San Francisco via train and 
ferry.   
 

  In 2005 the Cohen-Bray House began a 
conditions assessment of its interior deco-
rative arts, funded in part by a grant from 
the National Trust’s Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors. The 
home’s unique decorative arts collection 
includes original furniture, interior painted 
walls, decorative woodwork, plaster, wall-
papers, and redwood paneling. A conser-
vation consultant has begun to train pres-
ervation students in hands-on techniques 
for correct cleaning of these fragile sur-
faces.  Small areas of the main floor of the 
house dramatically demonstrate the trans-
formations before and after cleaning.  
 

  The work of volunteers is also transform-
ing the garden of the house. Research into 
the history of the garden, its use over time, 
and its plantings has been ongoing for 
several years. Since 1993 the Cohen-Bray 
House has been under the stewardship of 
the Victorian Preservation Center of Oak-
land (VPCO), a nonprofit organization. 
 

  T o  l e a r n  m o r e  v i s i t : 
http://www.cohen-brayhouse.info/  
 

  TOURS: Throughout the year, house 
tours for the public are offered at 2:00 
P.M. on the fourth Sunday of each 
month.  Please call (510) 536-1703 for 
reservations or for special tours (510) 527-
5209.  

  The National Main Streets Conference is your opportunity for training and net-
working at the premiere conference on preservation-based commercial district revitali-
zation. Learn about cutting edge issues and "what works" solutions from professionals 
in the field. Join us as we showcase the dynamic projects, activities, and strategies com-
munities are using to revitalize their commercial districts.   
 

  Previously planned for New Orleans, the National Trust recommitted to holding the 
National Main Streets Conference in New Orleans after the storm hit. Come to New 
Orleans June 4-7 and experience the unique perspective of a city that is rebuilding and 
reviving. New Orleans is Reviving, Rebounding, Rebuilding... and Open for 
Business!  By the way, the city is ready to host us, the hotel and French Quarter are 
fully operational, the streetcars are running, the water is fine, the air is good, recovery is 
underway and there is plenty for you to see and do in the Crescent City. To answer any 
further questions you have, go to our website to Get Answers to your Questions 
about New Orleans (pdf). There will also be opportunities to serve the neighbor-
hoods of New Orleans with recovery through volunteer work events. See our registra-
tion site http://conference.mainstreet.org/ for more details.  


