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 A new travel guide series called Destination Heritage was 
recently launched by 4Culture, the first of its type to pro-
mote heritage tourism throughout King County, Washing-
ton. Made possible by grants from the Preserve America 
program of the National Park Service and the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, this project features three of the 
county's most significant historical themes: Maritime, Agri-
culture and Industry. Each of these themes is brought to life 
in high-quality booklets, an interactive website and cell-
phone accessed audio recordings for select sites around 
King County. 

 The visually rich booklets feature historic landmarks, muse-
ums, scenic drives, festivals and special events that are part 
of the region’s diverse history. Each featured site within the 
three themes includes location and contact information 
(GPS coordinates provided!); a brief description; additional 
information about other attractions “in the vicinity”; and a 
large county map showing their location. The Destination 
Heritage guides aim to offer visitors a sense of place, con-
nect urban landmarks with rural and suburban historic sites, 
and encourage people to explore by car, by bike, and on 
foot. Printed guides are available at participating Visitor 
Information Centers throughout King County, and are also 
available to download or order through the project’s web-
site www.destinationheritage.org.  
 
 Since the Destination Heritage guides celebrate what is 
unique about each community’s history within King County, 
it has something for local residents and visitors alike. “It’s 
like having a treasure map to your backyard” stated one 
local resident. Whether you think you are familiar with Seat-
tle area history, or are visiting the region for the first time, 
these guides offer interesting surprises for everyone. Jim 
Kelly, director of 4Culture, notes “While the guides include 
some well-known tourist attractions such as the Pike Place 
Market, and the Museum of Flight, they also introduce visi-
tors to unique historic sites that are ‘off the beaten path’, 
such as Vashon-Maury Island’s Point Robinson Lighthouse, 
Jubilee Farm near Fall City, and Georgetown’s Hat-n-Boots.”  
 
 In addition to the printed booklets and website, Destination 
Heritage also includes audio recordings for select sites 

within each theme. These recordings provide users with an 
additional information for on-site interpretation, and can be 
accessed via cell phone out in the field (number included in 
booklet), or downloaded from a partner page called Lis-
ten4Culture, http://www.4culture.org/listen/. For a sample 
audio tour, dial 206.296.484, press #, then 201 to hear 
about Marymoor Park in Redmond, Washington. The Lis-
ten4Culture page displays a map that shows the location of 
each of the sites with audio components, as well as their 
physical address, contact information (phone & website) 
and link to google maps for trip planning. 
 
 This project is exciting not only in scope (promoting a re-
gional network of heritage tourism, historic preservation 

and economic devel-
opment), but also for 
the connection it 
makes between print 
and digital media. Us-
ers can plan their trips, 
at their own pace, us-
ing the printed book-
lets or accessing the 
information on-line. 
Out in the field, for the 
price of a two-minute 
phone call, visitors can 
get additional informa-
tion and a more per-
sonalized tour of indi-
vidual sites. The same 
audio recordings are 
also available on-line 
for free, for those of us 
who like to see (or in 
this case hear) before 
we buy. 

 
 For more information about the guides, visit 
www.destinationheritage.org. For more information about 
4Culture’s other programs and projects visit 
www.4Culture.org. Additional support for this project 
came from the King County Landmarks Commission. 

Destination Heritage – New Guides Promoting Cultural Tourism in King County, Washington 
BY BRANDI LINK, HERITAGE & PRESERVATION SUPPORT SPECIALIST, 4CULTURE 
 

VASHON  MARKET, PHOTO COURTESY OF 4CULTURE 

PIKE PLACE MARKET, PHOTO COURTESY OF 4CULTURE 

MUSEUM OF FLIGHT, PHOTO COURTESY OF 
4CULTURE 
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 Since November 2007 the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation’s Western Office 
has been partnering with the California Mis-
sions Foundation to draw deserved atten-
tion to Mission San Miguel Arcángel.  
Spurred by a generous gift of $250,000 
from the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation to 
support conservation of the Esteban Munras 
murals at that Mission, to date the collabo-
ration has secured $266,750 in gifts and 
pledges. 
 
 The sixteenth of California’s 21 missions, 
Mission San Miguel Arcángel was estab-
lished by Franciscans in 1797 and is located 
in the small, San Luis Obispo County com-
munity of San Miguel, north of Paso Robles.  
After the Mission’s original church was lost 
to fire in 1806, the present church, a Na-
tional Historic Landmark, was completed by 
1821 and is a wonderful example of Francis-
can Mission architecture.  In 2003 the San 
Simeon Earthquake struck and severely 
damaged Mission San Miguel Arcángel, clos-
ing the entire unreinforced masonry church 
complex to the public shortly thereafter.  
The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
included Mission San Miguel Arcángel 
among America’s 11 Most Endangered 
Places 2006 and both the California Mis-
sions Foundation and the Western Office 
are committed to stabilizing San Miguel and 
reopening it. 

 San Miguel’s interior glows with elaborate 
wall paintings and decorative stenciling 
on plaster and wood surfaces executed by 
Salinan Indian artisans who were converts 
to Catholicism.  Interior painting was de-
signed and directed by Esteban Munras, an 
artist from Barcelona.  Largely untouched 
since their completion around 1821, the mu-
rals are organized around an architectural 
scheme with Classical, Moorish, and Byzan-
tine themes and are the only surviving ex-
ample of unrestored Spanish Colonial art in 
the California missions.   
 
 Seismic rehabilitation has been underway 
at Mission San Miguel since 2006 and retro-
fit of the Mission’s Nave commenced in late 

January, 2009. The Nave is currently sched-
uled to reopen to the public by late 2009.  
Interim stabilization of the interior murals in 
situ is complete and a wood conservator 
has been selected to perform cleaning and 
conservation of the wooden elements of the 
Church and Sacristy ceilings.  The structure 
can be stabilized to allow public access 
while conservation of the Munras Murals 
proceeds as the final stage of restoration. 
 
 Investigations and analysis for conservation 
of the murals are complete and actions 
have been taken to protect interior finishes, 
including plastic coverings for the murals. A 
few surprising findings emerged: 
   

Ten different pigments were identified. 
 
The pigments used in the murals, stencils, 
and decorations are metal-based and not 
plant-based as suspected. 
 
Contrary to expectations, the pigments 
are actually quite well bonded to the plas-
ter and are not in danger of falling off.  
While the plaster itself is dry and pow-
dery, it was expected that a long and ex-
pensive process might be necessary to 
stabilize the murals before retrofitting 
could begin, however, only minor wood 
and plaster stabilization was needed, 
thereby hastening re-opening of the Mis-
sion by perhaps a year or two. 

 
 All the ceiling boards have been removed 
to a location in Paso Robles so that conser-
vation on them can start concurrent to ret-
rofitting. Interior wood ceiling conservation 
work (ceiling boards, corbels, and vigas 
(beams)) should also be completed this 
year. Several of the vigas will require struc-
tural restoration and water and insect dam-
age is being repaired. 
 
 Retrofit of the Church building is also mak-
ing good progress, with substantial work 
completed on both the north and south 
walls (the long walls). The south wall’s exte-
rior plaster was removed and a mason will 
rebuild the archways over the south wall 
windows and door. The cross on the top of 
the Nave was removed to allow access to 
the east wall (front of the church) to permit 
reconstruction of the cap of the east wall. 
Extensive east wall repairs will continue 
throughout the summer and into the fall.  
 
 Stabilizing and retrofitting San Miguel’s 
adobe walls poses unique challenges be-
cause wall thickness varies from three to 
five feet.  Steel rods will be inserted to rein-
force the adobe. Skilled masons are hard at 
work filling in sections where adobes are 

Mission San Miguel Arcángel Update 
BY JOHN FOWLER, PROJECT MANAGER, MISSION SAN MIGUEL, AND HUGH ROWLAND 

missing or need repair in order for the walls 
to withstand the coring (inserting the steel 
rods). Large cracks are being repaired by 
extensive mud grouting as well. Investiga-
tion also revealed the encouraging news 
that the Mission’s foundation is quite dry at 
its base and in good shape.  

 
 Much of Mission San Miguel’s roof has been 
removed and, weather permitting, the rest 
will also be removed, slowly, over time. Ac-
cess is needed to areas for repair, however 
the building remains water tight and there 
have not been any leaks. The building is 
entirely covered with scaffolding, inside and 
out.  
 
 In addition to conservation of the Nave, 
four other phases of work will be necessary 
to complete retrofitting. An expert will re-
pair damage, including termite damage, to 
the exterior vigas that stick out of church. 
Once the Mission is open again, the retablo, 
pulpit, choir loft and communion rail will all 
need conservation. Cleaning and conserva-
tion of the plaster murals will not begin until 
after the Church has reopened. Electrical 
and mechanical upgrades will also be nec-
essary prior to reopening.  
 
 Beyond funding for conservation of the 
Esteban Munras Murals, it is estimated that 
an additional $2 million will be needed to 
repair damage from the 2003 earthquake. 
Roughly half of the original budget of $1.8 
million is for wood conservation and will be 
used during 2009 to complete ceilings re-
pairs for reopening.  
 
 To make a gift to support conservation of 
the Esteban Munras murals at Mission San 
M i g u e l  A r c á n g e l  s e e : 
https://secure2.convio.net/favicon.ico 

THE EXTERIOR OF THE NAVE COMPLETELY SCAF-
FOLDED.  COURTESY OF JOHN FOWLER  

THE INTERIOR SCAFFOLDING THAT THE WORKERS ARE 
USING TO WORK ON THE MURALS AS WELL AS STRUC-
TURAL REPAIRS. COURTESY OF JOHN FOWLER  
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California State Parks on the Chopping Block, Again 
BY HUGH ROWLAND 

We’ve seen trailers for this coming attraction before: in 1999 the National Trust included the California States Parks system among 
America’s 11 Most Endangered Places for the first time, taking Angel Island State Park as a compelling poster child for the chronic 
needs facing the system, where long-term underfunding had resulted in a deferred maintenance debt approaching $500 million for 
historic sites alone. And last year when Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed budget reductions that would have led to clo-
sure of 48 state parks, the National Trust for Historic Preservation included the endangered California State Park system among 
America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places 2008. That time, the Save Our State Parks Campaign and the support of tens of 
thousands of Californians, and over 30,000 handwritten letters to the Governor, prevented closure of California State Parks. 

 
Now Governor Schwarzenegger’s 2010 budget proposes cutting as much as $143 million in 
state funding for the California State Park system, which would result in widespread clo-
sures in the 279-unit system after Labor Day.  And just earlier this month (June 15th) the 
California Budget Conference Committee voted to eliminate $70 million in General Fund 
support for California State Parks, placing more than 200 park units at risk of closure.  
 
The largest state park system in the country, California’s parks encompass a wide array of 
historic sites chronicling the state’s heritage. The system includes 51 designated State His-
toric Parks, and protects and interprets sites ranging from the Angel Island Immigration 
Station, just restored and reopened to the public, to the 101-year-old Colonel Allensworth 
State Historic Park. In addition, one of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s sites, the 
Cooper Molera Adobe (located within the Monterey State Historic Park), would be affected 
by this action.  
 
Even at current funding levels, historic resources in California State Parks receive only about 

30% of the annual funding they require; only one year of closures will make an already bad situation worse. Preservationists know 
from experience that an unused building is a building at risk. Fewer eyes minding closed parks will lead to increased risk of theft, 
arson, and vandalism.  
 
At a time when the state desperately needs to generate revenues for 
many critical state services, it makes sense to keep state parks open 
and available for the public. A recent report by California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento found that park users, on average, spent $57.63 per 
visit. Across the system, this amounts to a more than $4.2 billion in 
positive economic impacts; impacts that would be lost if state parks are 
closed under the Governor's May Revise proposal.   

POTENTIAL INCOME TO SAVE CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS:  
PROPOSED ACCESS PASS WOULD OFFER DEDICATED 
FUNDING  
 
In a separate action, the Budget Conference Committee also voted to implement the State Park Access Pass, a measure that would 
create a dedicated funding source to keep California State Parks open. The Access Pass would institute a $15 surcharge on vehicle 
license fees for non-commercial vehicles in order to provide all Californians with free day-use access to state parks and generate 
much-needed revenues for the system.  
 
Unless the Access Pass  is implemented, the elimination of General Fund support will have a devastating impact on California State 
Parks and the unique heritage they protect.  We encourage you to support the Budget Conference Committee's action to keep 
California  State Parks open and enact the Access Pass.   
 
The Access Pass would allow Californians to make a modest annual investment in their state parks and receive a great return. By 
paying $15 annually on vehicle license fees, state parks would stay open and Californians would receive free day-use access to the 
state park system. Enactment of the State Park Access Pass would also provide the state with annual General Fund savings that 
could be redirected to other programs and services that are facing dire budget cuts.   N 

 CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS: THRESH-
OLDS TO UNIQUE STORIES 
  
 Naturally, these ill-conceived budget cuts 
are being proposed as a way to save the 
state money; however, closing these state 
parks would actually cost the state far 
more money than it would save. Accord-
ing to the California State Parks Founda-
tion, each dollar invested in state parks 
generates $2.35 cents in revenue for Cali-
fornia’s general fund. 

 
 
 
And dollars are not the only thing at 
stake: historic buildings and cultural land-
scapes are thresholds to history and pow-
erful links to memories. When a structure 
is shuttered or a park is closed to public 
access, the stories and memories associ-
ated with it also begin to fade. Here are a 
few of the stirring and sometimes hidden 
stories of California State Parks.  

Gilroy Hot Springs at Henry W. Coe 
State Park, Santa Clara County 
 
Part of 80,000-acre Henry W. Coe State 
Park, Gilroy Hot Springs [also known as 
Gilroy Yamato Hot Springs] is a California 
Historic Landmark and National Register 
listed. Established as a bucolic resort in 
the 1870s as part of the blossoming of 
California’s social/leisure life, Gilroy Hot 

(Continued on page 11) 

ANGEL ISLAND IMMIGRATION STATION NEW STAIR 
TO THE DETENTION BARRACKS.  PHOTO COURTESY 
OF BRIAN TURNER. 

HOW YOU  CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE: 
  
Contact your state legislators and let them know how 
closing state parks will affect you, your community, and 
California’s heritage. Visit a California State Park and keep 
abreast of developments at: http://www.calparks.org/
takeaction/sos-weekend.html. Tell a friend in California 
about the threats to their state parks and urge them to 
take action. Learn more about the state park units 
threatened with closure. 

http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/western-region/angel-island-immigration-station.html�
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/western-region/californias-state-parks.html�
http://www.savestateparks.org/�
http://www.calparks.org/�
http://www.calparks.org/�
http://www.calparks.org/�
http://www.calparks.org/�
http://www.friendsofgilroyhotsprings.org/�
http://my.preservationnation.org/site/R?i=58yrs-SsySv0pk_QnsCGbA..�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/sos-weekend.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/sos-weekend.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/sos-weekend.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/sos-weekend.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/closurelist.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/closurelist.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/closurelist.html�
http://www.calparks.org/takeaction/closurelist.html�
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Springs (GHS) included an elaborate three-
story hotel, flower gardens, cabins, a club-
house, two restaurants, swimming pools, 
and private baths. Following a decline in 
the late 1920s, the resort was purchased in 
1938 by a successful Japanese American 
lettuce grower, a reflection of the consoli-
dation and expansion of Issei (first genera-
tion Japanese American) enterprise in the 
state. 
 
GHS is a complex cultural landscape, in-
cluding successive layers of use, and 
speaks to natural beauty, changing recrea-
tional uses, and, poignantly, to the evolving 
Japanese American identity -- in this in-
stance a community reeling from wartime 
incarceration and disenfranchisement. 
WWII provided an abrupt change of direc-
tion for GHS, setting the stage for its use in 
the post-war years as a unique haven for 
Japanese Americans returning from intern-
ment camps and struggling to understand 
their futures.  The owner proposed having 
a special retreat center at his resort and 
made it available to the Northern California 
Japanese Christian Church Federation. 
During the immediate post-World War II 
years, the resort served as a resettlement 
and hostel facility for over 50 Japanese 
American families newly released from 
internment camps. Gilroy Yamato Hot 
Springs is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, as a place of spiritual re-
treat for Japanese Americans in California.  
 
In 2002 Gilroy Hot Springs was purchased 
by the Nature Conservancy when develop-
ers were poised to raze the historic cabins 
and bathhouse in order to construct a new 
resort hotel and spa. California State Parks 
bought the 244-acre landmark from the 
Nature Conservancy in 2003 for $2.4 mil-
lion, using money from Proposition 12 
bond-act funds. More than 25 buildings 
and structures survive at GHS including: 
numerous cabins representing different 
periods; bathhouses; pools; and several 

distinctive features such as a decorative 
Japanese bridge, a polygonal kiosk over 
the hot spring source, and a Japanese 
wood pole framed tea house. Many have 
been damaged by vandalism and some 
have been destroyed, while still others are 
in danger of immediate collapse. The two 
remaining swimming pools have been 
filled-in with dirt to prevent injury. There is 
no other comparable property to Gilroy 
Hot Springs in California, particularly in 
light of its role as spiritual, physical, and 
cultural retreat. 
 
Because of its remote location, GHS is not 
in the public eye and  for the most part its 
stories are unknown, although a range of 
historic features survive. Many Japanese 
Americans retain strong emotional ties to 
the former resort and interest in the prop-
erty is re-emerging. Several tours have 
been organized, including several that 
were attended by past GHS residents.  
 
 Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park 

Throughout 2008 California State Parks 
celebrated the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of a unique town dedicated to 
the dignity of the human spirit. Established 
in Central California in 1908, Allensworth is 
California’s most enduring and important 
settlement founded by and for African-
American citizens, and now tells its com-
pelling story as a California State Historic 
Park.  
 
Born a Kentucky slave in 1842, at age 
twelve Allen Allensworth was sold down 
river at for attempting to learn to read and 
write. Ultimately taken to New Orleans, he 
was later purchased to become a jockey. 
During the Civil War, Allensworth recog-
nized his chance for freedom, joined the 
Navy, and achieved the rank of first class 
petty officer. In 1871, he was ordained as a 
Baptist minister and entered the Baptist 
Theological Institute at Nashville. While 
serving at the Union Baptist Church in Cin-
cinnati, he learned of the need for African 

American chaplains in the armed services 
and became a Chaplain for the 24th Infan-
try. Having noted the westward migration 
of many African Americans after the Civil 
War, Allensworth decided to establish a 
place where African Americans could live 
and thrive without oppression. Joining 
forces with four other men who shared a 
similar vision, they formed the California 
Colony Home Promoting Association in 
1908. Selecting a fertile, well-watered, and 
inexpensive area in Tulare County, the As-
sociation initially purchased 20 acres in 
isolated southern San Joaquin Valley and, 
later on, 80 acres more. By 1914 the little 
town had more than 200 inhabitants and 
had become a voting precinct and a judi-
cial district.  
 
Sadly, Colonel Allensworth was killed by a 
motorcycle in 1914 and, since the hamlet‘s 
water come from far afield and other farms 
and communities relied upon it as well, 
over time the water supply for Allensworth 
and its farms began to dry up.  The Great 
Depression further crippled the commu-
nity, public services began to shut down 
and residents began moving to the cities 
to find work. Allensworth’s Post Office 
closed in 1931 and by the 1940s most com-
munity residents were migrant farm work-
ers, a mixture of African Americans and 
Hispanics. As people stopped making Al-
lensworth their permanent home, its hous-
ing deteriorated. By 1972, Allenworth’s 
population had shrunk to 90. 
 
In the early 1970s an effort was initiated to 
save Allensworth. The town site would be 
preserved as an historic monument and 
public park dedicated to the memory and 
spirit of Colonel Allensworth, as well as a 
place to note the achievements and contri-
butions of African Americans to the history 
and development of California. Allensworth 
became a state historic park in 1976, resto-
rations commenced, and plans began for 
further preservation, restoration, and re-
construction, and for interpretation of the 
Allensworth story. Recently, Allensworth 
mobilized to stave off the proposed devel-
opment of a confined agricultural feeding 
operation (CAFO) adjacent to the State 
Historic Park, which would have greatly 
compromised the park experience for visi-
tors. A compromise was reached and live-
stock are kept at a distance of at least two 
miles from the townsite. 
 
The story of Allensworth is only one epi-
sode in California’s African American his-
tory and the creation of Colonel Allens-
worth State Historic Park is a catalyst for 
bringing to light more African American 
contributions to the California experience. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

CA State Parks 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS 
FOUNDATION 

MR. SAKATA, OWNER OF GILROY HOT SPRINGS 1938-1967, 
WITH WATSONVILLE BUSINESS LEADERS AT GILROY 
YAMATO HOT SPRINGS, 1938. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
FRIENDS OF GILROY HOT SPRINGS. 

http://www.preservationnation.org/about-us/asian-pacific-american-heritage/profiles/laura-dominguez-Yon.html
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Recently, the California State Parks Foun-
dation and the University of Southern Cali-
fornia Libraries hosted a conference -- One 
Hundred Years Since Allensworth: Is Cali-
fornia Living Up to the Legacy? -- to dis-
cuss concrete ways to build an engaged 
African American constituency for state 
parks and strategies for collaborating with 
community partners and experts to fill sig-
nificant gaps in the story of California as 
told in the state parks system. Other 
“hidden stories” remain untold, unrecog-
nized, and under threat in California’s state 
parks.  
 
Angel Island State Park 
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
first included Angel Island State Park 
among America’s 11 Most Endangered His-
toric Places in 1999, drawing public atten-
tion to the challenges facing historic sites 
in the California State Park system at that 
time, such as  deferred maintenance, dete-
rioration, and neglect. Later that year the 
Immigration Station at Angel Island be-
came an official project of Save America’s 
Treasures (SAT);  First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton visited; more than 
$250,000 in donations and pledges were 
raised by SAT; and the California state leg-
islature allocated $400,000 for site work 
at Angel Island. The future of Angel Island 
State Park now hangs in the balance again: 
it is among more than 200 California State 
Parks, beaches, and recreation areas 
threatened with closure if Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s proposed budget 
passes the legislature.   
 
Home of the National Historic Landmark 
Angel Island Immigration Station, between 
1910 and 1940 the small island (barely 1 
square mile) near Tiburon served as the 
point of entry for over one million immi-

grants from more than 80 countries.  
The walls of the Immigration Station 
bear witness to the human traffic they 
sheltered: numerous inscriptions and an 
estimated 135 carved poems survive (in 
Chinese, Russian, Japanese, Korean, 
Urdu and other languages), tangible 
markers of loneliness, suffering, injustice, 
determination, and the lure of immigra-
tion. Nowadays the Immigration Station 
attracts visitors from around the world 
and, since it reopened in February 2009, 
thousands have viewed the exhibits and 
inscriptions in the refurbished Detention 
Barrack.  
 
Sometimes the scale of a specific historic 
resource and the vision for its revitalization 
demands an effort uniting resources 
across offices, departments, and agencies. 
The Angel Island Immigration Station 
Foundation’s remarkable fundraising and 
planning achievements demonstrate the 
results of organizational persistence, crea-
tive collaboration, leveraged funding, and 
extensive public outreach. More than three 
years of restoration and preservation work 
led up to its reopening, including many 
improvements to stabilize the landmark 
and enhance interpretation of its story. 
California voters passed a state bond 
measure setting aside $15 million specifi-
cally for restoration of the Angel Island 
Immigration Station and $5 million has 
been raised through federal and state 
funds.  Awards to restore Angel Island Im-
migration Station from National Trust for 
Historic Preservation grant programs to-
talled $69,000 and in 2006 Angel Island 
Immigration Station received $84,000 to 
stabilize and reroof its World War II era 
Mess Hall from Partners in Preservation, a 
partnership between American Express 
and the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation. 
 

Individuals, organizations, and communi-
ties have worked for the past 30 years to 
interpret and reopen Angel Island Immigra-
tion Station to the public.  For decades, the 
Immigration Station was a final gauntlet 
beyond which stretched family members, 
opportunities, freedoms, new horizons -- 
the golden west.  Once symbolic of the 
intentional obstacles and systematic deter-
rents placed by governmental policies in 
the path of immigrants, particularly Chi-
nese and Asian, Angel Island is also a 
monument to human resilience and endur-
ance: its immigrants and detainees perse-
vered, prospered, and contributed to the 
growth of their adopted country. It would 
be a shame to lose this valuable historical 
and cultural resource just as it is poised to 
take its rightful place as a national symbol 
of Pacific immigration.  Angel Island State 
Park must stay open in order to provide 
public access to the historic Immigration 
Station.  
 
Contact your state legislators and let 
them know how important keeping Angel 
Island State Park open  is  to  you.  

(Continued from page 11) 
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A VIEW OF ANGEL ISLAND FROM THE PIER 

 As America's only private, national organization dedicated to historic preservation, the National Trust for Historic Preservation depends upon contri-
butions from individuals, corporations, and foundations. Your tax-deductible gift to the Western Office will underwrite preservation advocacy and 
outreach throughout eight western states, building visibility and opportunities for heritage resources from the West. Charitable dollars provide admin-
istrative stability and programmatic momentum, contributing to our independence, our flexibility, and our ability to respond. 
 

Enclosed Contribution: $  
 

NAME      MEMBER NUMBER 

 

ADDRESS      CITY | STATE | ZIP 

 

PHONE      EMAIL ADDRESS 
 
Please Make Checks Payable To the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Western Office, and mail to: 
The Hearst Building  
5 Third Street, Suite 707 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Make a Tax-Deductible Gift to the National Trust:  Support the Western Office 

www.calparks.org/hiddenstories/
http://www.preservationnation.org/travel-and-sites/sites/western-region/angel-island-immigration-station.html
https://secure2.convio.net/nthp/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=501



