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On June 3 Frank Lloyd Wright’s Ennis-Brown 
House (1924) was named among America’s 11 
Most Endangered Places 2005 and provided the 
setting for a star-studded press conference, as 
only befits a building that has repeatedly served 
as a Hollywood backdrop.  Western Office 
Director Anthea Hartig kicked off the event 
and was followed at the podium by representa-
tives of the Trust for Preservation of Cultural 
Heritage (the nonprofit owner of the house) 
and the Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conser-
vancy.  The press conference culminated in a 
rousing call to action from actress Diane Kea-
ton, a well-known supporter of Los Angeles 
architectural heritage and Los Angeles Conser-
vancy board member.  “I really believe that this 
is our own city’s chance to stand up and say 
that our architectural heritage is important,” 
Keaton said.  
 

 The grandest of Wright’s “textile block” 
houses, the house reflects Wright’s longstand-
ing interest in concrete’s sculptural qualities and 
his quest for innovative, flexible, and inexpen-
sive building systems. Constructed of over 
24,000 16-inch square concrete blocks, the 
house has appeared in numerous fashion 
shoots and films, most notably 1982’s “Blade 
Runner.”  Unfortunately, the National Register-
listed residence is now at risk of sliding from its 
hillside perch: 1994’s Northridge Earthquake 
damaged retaining walls and structural systems, 
while botched efforts to alleviate leaks (a plight 
common to many of Wright’s designs) only 
accelerated deterioration of the blocks and rein-
forcing steel.  Last winter, to top things off, 
rains made the ground unstable, leading city 
officials to close the house to the public.  Esti-
mates for stabilization costs run as high as $5 
million, far exceeding the resources of the non-
profit organization that owns the property.  
Unless repairs begin at once, this great house 

will soon only be visible on magazine pages 
and movie screens.   
 

 Aided by Trustees Jennifer Emerson and 
John Welborne, the Western Office is work-
ing alongside its partners the Los Angeles 
Conservancy, Frank Lloyd Wright Building 
Conservancy, and the Trust for Preservation 
of Cultural Heritage to address the most 
pressing needs of the Ennis-Brown House.  
The National Trust has set up a donation 
page on its website to receive contributions.  
Go to the National Trust website 
(www.nationaltrust.org), click on 11 Most 
Endangered list, then Ennis-Brown House, 
then Take Action.   
   

Other Western sites are: 
 King Island, Alaska – Located 95 miles 
west of Nome, the island was once the site 
of a thriving Inupiat Eskimo community. 
Known as “King Islanders,” Inupiat inhab-
ited the island for centuries until the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs closed the only school in 
the l960's, forcing residents to relocate. To-
day physical traces of the King Islanders’ way 
of life are in danger of being washed away. 
Now in total disrepair, fragile walrus-skin 
homes still cling to the faces of precipitous 
rock cliffs, secured with driftwood stilts. 
Surviving Inupiat families want to save these 
structures before they disappear forever and 
preserve their ancestral traditions by return-
ing to the island. The King Island Native 
Corporation, which owns the land, is work-
ing to protect and rebuild the remaining 
structures.  To make a financial contribution 
go to the www.nationaltrust.org, click on 
11 Most Endangered list, then King Island, 
then Take Action.   
 

 National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem (NLCS), Western States– Encompass-
ing 26 million acres in 12 Western states, this 
System includes dozens of national monu-
ments, conservation and wilderness areas, 
historic trails, and wild and scenic rivers.  
Established by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) with the purpose of protecting 
entire landscapes of cultural and natural 
value, today the System itself -- as well as 
BLM’s ability to provide protection of these 
sites -- is seriously hampered by chronic un-
derstaffing and underfunding.  

History Slip Sliding Away? 
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By Elsa Coleman 
Chair of the Board of the Gordon 
House Conservancy  

 The Gordon House is Oregon’s only 
Frank Lloyd Wright house and the only 
Frank Lloyd Wright building in the Pa-
cific Northwest that is open to the pub-
lic. It was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Sites in 2004, and is also 
listed on the Oregon Register.  Con-
structed in 1963 for Evelyn and Conrad 
Gordon, the Gordon House is a prime 
example of Wright’s “Usonian” architec-
ture (Wright’s word for “of the United 
States”), which he began designing in the 
1930’s.  In 1938 Life magazine commis-
sioned Wright and several other leading 
architects to design “Eight Houses for 
Modern Living,” which were then fea-
tured in its September 26 issue. Wright 
designed a home for middle-income 
families earning $5,000-$6,000 a year that 
he described as a “little private club.”  
“Space,” said Wright, “is characteristic of 
this free pattern for a freer life than you 
could possibly live in the conventional 
house.”  These houses were designed 
with simpler, more economical construc-
tion costs, frequently combining living 
and dining rooms into one area. 
 
 In December 2000 the Gordon House 
was rescued from demolition and moved 
in sections from Wilsonville, Oregon, to 
Silverton, Oregon (in record time -- by 
March 2001—a condition of the previ-
ous owners).  Before moving the house, 
interior wood paneling, built-in furniture, 
doors, cabinets and shelves were pains-

takingly removed, packaged and marked 
to assure an accurate restoration.  Relo-
cating the structure created significant 
challenges that were met with creativity 
and hard work by moving and reassem-
bly teams. Through extensive coordina-
tion with the Frank Lloyd Wright Build-
ing Conservancy, the building was sited 
in the exact solar orientation as the origi-
nal house.  The grades of the original 
house site were matched and required a 
complex system of footing drains and 
waterproofing to protect the building 
from ground water. The same radiant 
heat system designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright was installed but with upgraded 
piping.  Wright’s signature red concrete 
floor (another common element of 
Usonian design) was precisely recon-
structed.  

 To meet current code, seismic reinforce-
ment was introduced without compro-
mising the design and appearance of the 
house. Prior to the move, the roof had 
been removed and the upper story of the 
house had been cut from the lower. The 
roof and upper level were then posi-
tioned above the foundation and held in 
place as the building’s concrete block 
walls (many of the original blocks that 
composed the walls could not be saved) 
were rebuilt to meet the upper level.  
When the roof and upper level section 
was lowered, it was one-sixteenth of an 
inch true to line.   
 

 The house is now used as an educational 
museum and is sited in The Oregon Gar-
den in Silverton.  The Oregon Garden is 
a showcase for the integration of facili-
ties with surroundings, a concept that 
Wright advocated.  The Garden features 
thousands of plants displayed in specialty 
gardens with water features and unique 
works of art. The wetlands at The Ore-
gon Garden are a sustainability model, 
using Silverton’s treated wastewater as an 
irrigation source and serving as a haven 
for plants and wildlife. The house is op-

erated by the Gordon House Conser-
vancy, whose mission is: To educate the 
public on Frank Lloyd Wright’s architectural 
approach and principles of organic architecture 
by preserving the only house in Oregon designed 
by Frank Lloyd Wright.   
 
 Since the Gordon House was dedicated 
as a public museum in mid-2002, over 
60,000 people from over 168 cities in 
Oregon, 50 states and 28 countries have 
visited the house. Phase 1 of a Land-
scape Master Plan has been completed 
through the support of the Oregon State 
Federation of Garden Clubs.  Curatorial 
best practices will be established at the 
Gordon House through a Conservation 
Assessment Program grant from the 
Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices.  A National Trust Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell  grant will fund a conservation 
plan for wood finishes, built-ins, and 
furniture; implementation can then begin 
with a grant from the Architectural 
Foundation of Oregon.  And -- perhaps 
most important for preventative mainte-
nance -- stabilization and restoration of 
the exterior will be accomplished 
through numerous fundraising events 
and a grant from the Oregon Cultural 
Trust. While much has been accom-
plished since its relocation in 2001, ef-
forts continue to raise funds to restore 
both interior and exterior wood, retile 
the bathrooms, repair or replace kitchen 
appliances, hardware, and upholstery, 
and finish the landscaping. Only by com-
pleting restoration will visitors be able to 
fully understand the Usonian ideals made 
tangible in the Gordon House.  

 The Gordon House is located approxi-
mately one hour south of Portland and is 
open May-September: 10 am-6 pm, last 
guided tour begins at 5 pm; October-
April:  10 am-4 pm, last guided tour at 3 
pm. To learn more go to: 
www.oregongarden.org/WYS_gordo
nhouse. 

Usonian Landmark Puts Down New Roots at the Oregon Garden 

Two ways to keep up with 
the Western Office! 

 

Join our mailing list by sending an 
email to wro@nthp.org or visit the 
National Trust's website at: http://
w w w . n a t i o n a l t r u s t . o r g /
a b o u t _ t h e _ t r u s t / r e g i o n a l /
western.html 
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about the Kam Wah Chung & Company 
Museum go to the November 2004 
issue of the Western Preservation 
News.   
 

 Gordon House Conservancy, Port-
land, OR was awarded a $3,400 grant to 
support development of a comprehen-
sive conservation plan for the interior of 
the Gordon House, designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright (1964, NR, State & Local).  
Read more on the Gordon House on 
page 2.   

 Lyman Museum, Hilo, HI (pictured 
above ) was awarded a $5,000 grant to hire 
a consultant to conduct field analysis, 
and develop a design plan for the Resto-
ration of the 1843 annex to the Lyman 
Mission House. The annex housed the 
barter room and the original office of 
Rev. David Lyman, founder of the Hilo 
B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l .  V i s i t 
http://www.lymanmuseum.org/ to 
learn more about Lyman Museum.  
 

 The Johanna Favrot Fund for His-
toric Preservation 

 City of San Jose, CA will receive a 
$5,000 grant to support the San Jose 
Japantown Intensive Level Survey and 
Historic Context Project.  San Jose’s 
Japantown has existed for 115 years and 
this proposed intensive level survey 
would be a systematic way for the com-
munity to understand the individual sig-
nificance of buildings in the community, 
the role each played over time and their 
potential contribution to the future.  

Grants from Cynthia Woods Mitchell & Johanna Favrot Funds 

B u r l i n g a m e 
Historical Soci-
ety, Burlingame, 
CA - $4,250 to 
complete an His-
toric Structures 
Report & Condi-
tion Assessment 
Report for the 
former Burlin-
game Train Sta-

tion (1894, NR), as the first step in a 
strategic plan to preserve, rehabilitate, 
and adaptively reuse the Burlingame 
Train Station as a museum promoting 
area history. 
 

 Little Tokyo Service Center Commu-
nity Dev. Corp - $1,500 for a planning 
conference to develop a strategy for 
neighborhood revitalization, heritage 
education, and policy changes to pre-
serve the legacy of Los Angeles historic 
Japantown through dialogue among re-
searchers, community members, and 
those interested in preservation issue.  

Galt Area Historical Society, Galt, CA 
- $2,500 to create blueprints for restora-
tion of the McFarland Barn (1875, local) 
including upgrades to meet current 
safety codes while maintaining historic 
integrity. 
  

Friends of the Bayley House, Pilot 
Hill, CA - $571 to hire a qualified fund-
raising consultant to guide the organiza-
tion in the development of a compre-
hensive fund-raising plan with short & 
long-term goals for the Bayley House 
(1862, NR). 
 

 East West Center Foundation, 
Honolulu, HI  $ TBA - to support a 
workshop with the goal of educating the 
Japanese Temple ministers and congre-
gation members about the importance of 
placing their temples on the register, 
       (Continued on page 4) 

 Twenty-three preservation programs 
and historic sites nationwide have re-
ceived grants from the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation's Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Fund for Historic Inte-
riors and the Johanna Favrot Fund for 
Historic Preservation.  The selection 
committees for the 2005 round of these 
grants faced a real challenge, choosing 
among 43 grant applications for the 
Johanna Favrot Fund and 31 grant appli-
cations for the Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Fund. In the Western Region, five grants 
were awarded; four Mitchell and one 
Favrot.  Congratulations! 
 

 Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund for 
Historic Interiors 
 

 The Victorian Preservation Center of 
Oakland (VPCO), Oakland, CA was 

a w a r d e d 
$5,000 to per-
form a condi-
tion assess-
ment of the 
historic wallpa-
pers, plaster, 
woodwork and 
c a r p e t s 
throughout the 
C o h e n - B r a y 
House (1884, 
NR & Local).  

The Stick Style home was built as a wed-
ding gift by the Bray family for their 
daughter. It is very significant architec-
turally, a proud survivor in what is now a 
somewhat dog-eared Oakland neighbor-
hood, predominantly composed of mod-
est bungalows of later construction. The 
house remained in the hands of the same 
family, it makes concrete successive lay-
ers of taste, use and lifestyle in American 
family life. To learn more about the 
C o h e n - B r a y  H o u s e  g o  t o 
http://www.cohen-brayhouse.info. 
 

 Oregon State Parks Trust, Bend, OR 
received a 
$7,500 grant to 
evaluate the 
interior of the 
Kam Wah 
C h u n g  & 
Company Museum (1875, NR, State) and 
address the condition of the vast collec-
tion of artifacts, including business and 
financial records, supplies and Chinese 
herbs and medicines.  To learn more 

June National Trust  
Preservation Fund Grants 
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vert the Curley School to affordable 
live/work housing for artisans. Many 
artisans had bought vacant miners 
homes in the 1990s.  ISDA reasoned that 
by attracting more artisans to live and 
work in Ajo, the Curley School could act 
as a magnet and help the community to 
build a new economic niche. If Ajo can 
consolidate its appeal as a community of 
artisans, some of the people for whom 
Ajo is currently simply a stop along the 
route to other tourist destinations would 
stop and buy arts and crafts and, in time, 
Ajo itself would become a destination 
for cultural tourism.  
 

 With the assistance of the NTPF grant 
and a matching grant from Tucson’s Pro 
Neighborhoods, ISDA invited Artspace 
Projects Inc., the leading national non-
profit developer of affordable artist 
live/work building, to Ajo to explain 
how this could be done. More than 10% 
of the town’s 3,700 residents participated 
in the community forum and out of it a 
project was born! The successful com-
munity forum in 2002 helped ISDA win 
HUD and CDBG predevelopment fund-
ing. After more than two years of prede-
velopment studies and planning, ISDA 
proposed Phase 1 of the development, a 
7.9 million dollar rehabilitation and con-
version of the two most historic Curley 
School buildings into 30 live/work rental 
units for artisans. The Curley School 
auditorium and library will also be re-
stored and will remain open to the pub-
lic. Phase 2 plans include a retail gallery 
and business support center for the arti-
sans, a multi-generational learning center 
with vocational education programs, and 
homeownership units. 
 

 There are 9 different funding sources 
for project development, including his-
toric tax credits. Executive Director 
Tracy Taft commented “With our re-
cent low-income housing tax credit 
award from the Arizona Department of 
Housing, the project is now definitely a 
go! We are so grateful to the National 
Trust and Pro Neighborhoods for get-
ting us started. Their $10,000 investment 
in our community planning process has 
resulted in a $7.9M project that will save 
the Curley School and begin creating a 
new economic niche in Ajo.”   
 

 For more information,  vis i t 
w w w . i s d a n e t . o r g  a n d 
www.curleyschool.com. 

The Curley School:   
Historic Preservation = Economic Development in Ajo, AZ  

  Contributor: Tracy Taft 

 Ajo is an isolated rural Colonia in south-
ern Arizona -- 140 miles west of Tucson, 
100 miles southwest of Phoenix, and 40 
miles north of the U.S.-Mexico border. 
The town was economically devastated 
when the Phelps Dodge open pit copper 
mine closed in the mid 1980s. Today 
Ajo’s largest employer is the U.S. Border 
Patrol and its tax base is only a quarter 
of what it was prior to the copper mine’s 
closure.   
 

 More than a million cars (and more 
people) pass through Ajo each year on 
their way to Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument or Gulf of California in Mex-
ico (only 90 miles south of Ajo). Driving 
down Route 85 into Ajo for the first 
time you are in for a wonderful surprise. 
After passing miles of open desert and 
the beautiful Crater Range, you arrive in 
Ajo to a view of of dilapidated buildings 
interspersed with occasional new com-
mercial venues. Rounding a curve, sud-
denly a lovely town plaza appears on the 
east: to the west, two exquisite churches 
frame a stunning view of the Curley 
School. 
 

 These buildings are Ajo’s treasures. The 
Ajo Townsite Historic District was listed 
on the National Register in 2001 at the 
national level of significance. This his-
toric town center is one of the only re-
maining examples of the City Beautiful 
movement in Arizona. Built in 1919, 
with additions in 1926, the Curley School 
is a complex of buildings in the Spanish 
Colonial revival style, designed by Leslie 
J. Mahoney of Lescher and Kibbey, a 
firm known for its design of educational 
buildings across Arizona. 
 

 In 2002 the International Sonoran De-
sert Alliance (ISDA) worked with the 
Western Office of the National Trust 
and was awarded a $5,000 National Trust 
Preservation Fund (formerly Preserva-
tion Services Fund) grant to sponsor a 
community planning process to save the 
Curley School. ISDA’s idea was to con-

and to hold a symposium at which ex-
perts in the field and general public 
would discuss the condition of many of 
the Japanese Buddhist temples on Ha-
waiian Islands. 

 Kokua Kalihi Valley, Honolulu, HI - 
$5,000 to document, protect, preserve, & 
restore some of the outstanding ancient 
Hawaiian cultural & archeological sites 
on 100 acres of State Park Land. The 
remnants of at least three ancient stone 
wall and terrace complexes exist on the 
park site. 
 

 DOCOMOMO- US WEWA , Seattle, 
WA – $4,000 to develop a website for 
Docomomo_Wewa that will provide 
information about the organization & its 
activities & to serve as the main educa-
tional resource in Modernism in WA. 

 Washington State Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission, Olympia, WA - 
$5,000 to retain the services of a leading 
authority in 19th Century coastal military 
forts to ensure that the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards are given full and 
appropriate consideration in the prepara-
tion of the Fort Worden State Park 
(pictured above) Historic Preservation and 
Business Plan.  
 

 Lummi Cedar Project, Bellingham, 
WA – $4,400 to pro-
duce a condition report 
and treatment proposal, 
with recommendations 
and cost estimates for 
preservation, for the 
Joe Hillaire/Herb John 
Centennial Pole carved 
in 1952.  

June Grants 
(Continued from page 3) 
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sources Board, any money saved by 
eliminating this single HRB position 
would have been insignificant in com-
parison to the additional costs associated 
with projects that might have been tied 
up for months, maybe even years, in the 
approval process.  
 

 SOHO led the charge to write and call 
San Diego’s Mayor and City Council-
members and San Diego archeological 
and historic preservation consultants 
Ron and Dale May led an outreach cam-
paign to past clients that resulted in over 
one hundred letters and emails.  The fate 
of the department was debated at a pub-
lic City Council meeting on June 13th, 
where SOHO members, preservationists, 
and members of the public pressed is-
sues such as the importance of preserv-
ing local resources through designation, 
the economic impacts and intangible 
community benefits of historic preserva-
tion, and reminded City Council that 
developers with projects involving his-
toric resources would suffer as well. 
 

 The San Diego City Council voted to 
put the HRB positions on a wish list. In 
particular, Mayor Dick Murphy and 
Councilmember  Michael Zucchet both  
issued strong statements encouraging the 
city manager to find the money that is 
needed. The City will be looking into 
fees to support these staff positions. 
Councilmember Michael Zucchet of-
fered to provide $40,000 from his office 
budget and Councilmembers Toni At-
kins and Ralph Inzunza offered $39,000 
from their budgets if additional funding 
cannot be found. We will keep you up-
dated on the actual results when we have 
them. 
 

 SOHO’s orchestrated public outcry – in 
letters, emails, phone calls and by attend-
ing the meeting -- was certainly a deter-
mining factor in this successful outcome. 
 

 To learn more about Save Our Heritage 
O r g a n i s a t i o n  g o  t o : 
www.sohosandiego.org 
 

 You may view the National Park Service 
language dealing with Certified Local 
Governments at: http://www.access. 
gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_04/36cfr6
1_04.html - see particularly Section 
61.6e, which deals with minimum re-
quirements for CLG status. 

IN THE NEWS 

Circa June 1, Save Our Heritage Or-
ganisation (SOHO) announced that 
San Diego City Manager Lamont Ewell 
had recommended elimination of the 
only remaining staff position in the His-
torical Resources area of the Planning 
Department which would probably re-
sult in the loss of the San Diego Historic 
Resource Board (HRB).  In his recom-
mendation Ewell stated that San Diego 
would certainly lose its Certified Local 
Government (CLG) status as a result of 
the proposed cut and that local historic 
designations would cease. SOHO swung 
swiftly into action, leading a letter-
writing and public awareness campaign. 
 

 Elimination of voluntary historic desig-
nations for San Diego’s local historic 
resources would have been a devastating 
blow in itself, but the possible loss of the 
City’s CLG status would have had dire 
consequences across the board. As a 
CLG, a local government has the power 
to review local projects involving historic 
resources. Loss of the San Diego’s CLG 
status would have been bad for preserva-
tion, bad for the economy, bad for 
neighborhoods, bad for developers, and 
bad for future generations.  
 

 If San Diego were to lose its CLG 
status, all local development involving 
historic resources would need to be re-
viewed at the state level – a problematic 
option for all involved.  The state body 
meets only four (4) times per year – 
twice in Northern California and twice in 
Southern California. In the absence of an 
approved body to review projects locally, 
any San Diego projects involving historic 
resources would likely require CEQA 
level review – another cost to all con-
cerned, especially developers.  In addi-
tion to certainly losing CLG status, and 
possibly losing  the entire Historic Re-

 On June 15, the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers Local 6 and 
Local 1245, 
and the 
Fund for 
the Labor 
Culture and 
H i s t o r y 
ce l ebra ted 
the location 
of the first 
commercial 
e l e c t r i c 
power sta-
tion in the 
U n i t e d 
States by 
presenting a bronze plaque at the entrance 
of 22 Fourth Street in San Francisco.  
 

 Spearheaded by Dr. Archie Green of the 
Fund for Labor Culture and History, this 
event attracted about hundred California 
dignitaries, Union members and historians.  
In the course of his research Dr. Green 
discovered that in September 1879 at this 
location the California Electric Light Com-
pany constructed a primitive central power 
station (primitive by modern standards). 
This first commercial power station, which 
supplied electricity to twenty-one arc 
lamps around the city, burned down in 
April 1880, but resumed operations at 117 
O’Farrell, and eventually at 220 Jessie 
Street. This modest enterprise prospered, 
and after many mergers it grew into the 
present Pacific Gas & Electric Company. 
In 1886 the Society of California Pioneers 
erected its headquarters on the original site 
of the first electric substation, which was 
destroyed in the 1906 Earthquake.  A new 
building, erected on this site after the 
earthquake, stood empty during most of 
the 1980s and 1990s until an entrepreneur 
began extensive renovation of the build-
ing, currently houses the Palomar Hotel 
and the Old Navy Flagship Store.  

Dr. Archie Green and his son, Derek Green 

 In October 2002, the Fund for Labor 
Culture and History was awarded a 
$2,500 grant from the California En-
dowed Fund to match local funds to 
help support the printing costs associ-
ated with the publication of San Fran-
cisco Labor Landmarks, a guide book 
to historic sites and public art pertain-
ing to labor and the working people of 
the city of San Francisco.  The publica-
tion is scheduled for the summer of 
2005.  

San Diego Weighs Elimination of Staff  
Position for Historic Resources Board 

Lloyd Ruocco (1907-1981); The Design Cen-
ter, 1950. Photo credit: SOHO 
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 Restore America: A Salute to Preservation is 
a partnership between the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation and Home & 
Garden Television (HGTV). Since 2003, 
Restore America has provided 24 grants 
to National Trust Save America’s Treas-
ures sites across America that highlight 
the work of preservation at landmark 
properties. In 2005-2006 Restore America: 
A Salute to Preservation will focus on the 
role that preservation plays in the revi-
talization of communities. Amongst the 
12 projects nationwide that were 
awarded HGTV funding in early May 
two of them are the West.  The recipi-
ents were awarded grants ranging from 
$25,000 to $100,000. In addition to 
funding, beginning in October 2005, 
these new projects will be featured in 
public service announcements on 
HGTV’s networks and on their website 
http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/pac_ctn
t_nobanner/text/0,1783,HGTV_1068
0_24873,FF.html exposing them to 
more than 80 million viewers. HGTV 
has been filming at the sites during the 
last week of May.   

San Francisco, CA: Pilots’ Row 
($50,000)  
Grant funds will be used by The Presidio 
Trust for rehabilitation of the homes on 
Pilots’ Row (pictured above) for residential 
use. In 1921 thirteen officers’ quarters—
known as “Pilots’ Row” - were con-
structed near the 1919 airfield to house 
pilots and their families. These houses 
have been vacant for almost a decade. 

Restore America/ HGTV grants 
 The 2005 National Preservation Con-
ference will be held in Portland, OR, 
from September 27 - October 2, 2005.  
Portland, a dynamic, livable city that 
combines a people-oriented downtown 
with a wealth of historic neighborhoods, 
is a perfect location to explore this year’s 
theme, Sustain America: Vision, Eco-
nomics, and Preservation.  The pre-
liminary program and on-line registration 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
http://www.nthpconference.org/. 
Deadline for early-bird registration rates 
is July 31, 2005.  

 Applications for National Trust Pres-
ervation Fund Grants are being ac-
cepted until October 1, 2005.  Appli-
cants are strongly encouraged to con-
tact the Western Office to discuss the 
project prior to submitting an appli-
cation.  For additional information re-
garding these grants contact Melita 
Jureša-McDonald, Program Assistant, 
melita_juresa-mcdonald@nthp.org.  

APPROACHING DEADLINES 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The Frank Lloyd Wright  
Building Conservancy  

Annual Conference  
 

Historic Biltmore Hotel,  
Los Angeles, CA,  

October 19 – 23, 2005 
Stay tuned for more details on the  

Frank Lloyd Wright Building Con-
servancy Website 

Rehabilitation of Pilots’ Row will facili-
tate the planned revitalization of nearby 
Fort Winfield Scott, which was a head-
quarters for the Coastal Artillery Corps 
in WWII. Like the rest of the homes in 
the park, the buildings on Pilots’ Row 
will be rented by the Presidio Trust at 
market rates when they are ready for 
occupancy in late fall. 

Los Angeles, CA: Pacific Electric 
Building ($100,000)  
Grant funds will be used by the Los An-
geles Conservancy for façade improve-
ments as part of the rehabilitation of the 
500,000 square foot Pacific Electric 
Building for 314 loft apartments. Com-
pleted in 1905 by famed industrialist 
Henry Huntington, the Pacific Electric 
Building was Los Angeles’ first sky-
scraper. Predominately an office build-
ing, it also housed an interurban terminal 
serving 5,000 passengers a day when it 
opened, growing to 100,000 a day during 
WWII. The rise of the automobile’s 
popularity rendered the terminal obso-
lete by the mid 1960s. Through the early 
1980s, the neighborhood and building 
declined and the property effectively 
closed down except for 1905 Cole’s Res-
taurant, the oldest continuously operat-
ing restaurant in Southern California. 
Today, however, the Pacific Electric 
Building and the entire Historic Down-
town of Los Angeles are experiencing a 
tremendous comeback.  

Oneida Stake Academy Dutch Ovens Available  
 

 To help raise funds for the restoration of the Oneida Stake 
Academy, Preston, ID, Camp Chef of Logan, Utah, is manu-
facturing a commemorative Oneida Stake Academy “dutch 
oven”. The ovens feature a classic view of the 115-year-old 
building on its lid. The project was funded by Scott Baird, 
grandson of Della Schow Atkinson, a graduate of the Oneida 
Stake Academy. The Dutch ovens are now available for $42 
plus shipping and handling through Baird (435-994-0818), the 

Preston Area Chamber of Commerce (208-852-2073) and by calling David Mitchell 
(208-852-2735) of the Oneida Stake Academy Foundation.  To learn more about the 
Oneida Stake Academy go to the July 2004 issue of the Western Preservation News.   


