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A Victory and a Loss for IBM Building 025 
 Preservation advocates for IBM Building 025 were riding high last November when 
a Santa Clara County Superior Court judge again invalidated the City’s approval of 
demolition of the building for construction of a 180,000 square foot Lowe’s Home 
Improvement store.  Built in 1957 as part of the IBM San Jose campus, Building 025 
was the site of important work behind the flying head disk drive, the precursor of 
the modern hard drive.  The building is also distinguished architecturally as a well‑-
preserved, highly-refined example of the Modern style by John Bolles, and the cen-
terpiece of one of the first campus-style technology developments in California. 
 
 The City of San Jose had first approved demolition of Building 025 for a Lowe’s in 
2003, citing the need to expand the city’s retail base and the infeasibility of alterna-
tives that preserved the building.  The Preservation Action Council of San Jose 
(PAC-SJ) sued the City over the decision, supported by amicus briefs from the 
California Preservation Foundation and the National Trust.  PAC-SJ prevailed in a 
court ruling requiring further analysis of alternatives to demolition. The City then 

prepared new environmental studies that indeed found feasible alternatives to demolition, but the City Council rubber-
stamped the demolition once again.  PAC-SJ objected to the re-approval and again prevailed in court. 
 
 In the wake of PAC-SJ’s second court victory, negotiations between preservationists and Lowe’s were renewed.  In March of 
2008, a tentative agreement was reached to preserve a large representative wing of the 1957 building and to allow Lowe’s to 
build a store with slightly less parking. 
 
 These plans were interrupted early in the morning on Saturday, March 8, when a fire broke out at IBM 025 and raged for 
eight hours.  The fire resulted in the near complete destruction of IBM 025, leaving only several badly damaged exterior walls. 
Fire investigators were unable to determine the exact cause of the fire, but did not suspect Lowe's or IBM of involvement.  
PAC-SJ and its attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley continued to work with Lowe’s and in May reached agreement whereby a wing 
of IBM 025 will now be reconstructed on the site. 
 
 Despite the loss of IBM 025, the fight to preserve the building resulted in long term benefits for preservation in California. 
PAC-SJ’s lawsuit against the City of San Jose over the environmental review process for the Lowe’s project set important 
legal precedent in the state.  The court decision made clear that refusal by a developer to consider an alternative based on 
programming preferences (e.g. smaller footprint stores, less parking) does not make that alternative infeasible. 
 
 As reconstruction of a portion of IBM Building 025 progresses, PAC-SJ, California Preservation Foundation, and the National 
Trust remain committed to the best possible outcome for this historic property. N 

FIRE AT IBM 025 ON MARCH 8, 2008.  PHOTO BY FRANK 
MAGGI OF ARCHIVES & ARCHITECTURE, LLC.   

By Eugenia Woo, Docomomo WEWA 
Board Member 
 
 Docomomo WEWA is embarking on an 
ambitious oral history project that 
documents the work and lives of men 
and women who created a Northwest 
Regional Modern aesthetic in the mid-
twentieth century.  The architects who 
designed in the Modern vein in Western 
Washington in the post-Word War II 
years left a rich legacy of design in our 
built environment.  This project honors 
that legacy.  
 
 Modern design and its architectural 
heritage in the Puget Sound region 
continue to be of growing interest, and 
the legacy of this era is gaining greater 
recognition.  While many of these archi-
tects were born, raised and trained in 
Washington state, others migrated to 
the state to take advantage of the post-
World War II building boom.  Architects 
in Washington state were on the cut-
ting edge of architectural design during 
the 1950s.  Many of them were begin-

ning to receive national acclaim for de-
signing some of the finest modern 
buildings in the country.  During the 
height of the Modern Movement in the 
1950s and 1960s, many of the designers 
were either beginning their careers or 
were in the apex of their profession.  
Some continued to practice well into 
the 1970s, 1980s, or 1990s until their 
retirement.     
 
 We are thrilled to have the following 
architects participate in this project: 
Ralph Anderson, Fred Bassetti, Wendell 
Lovett, and Gene Zema.  These men 
have left their mark in the Puget Sound 
region’s built environment.  Their work 
and design philosophy have greatly 
influenced subsequent generations of 
architects.  
 
 Docomomo WEWA is pleased to have 
Jack Straw Productions and architec-
tural photographer John Stamets as 
important partners in this project.  Au-
dio interviews will be streamed onto 
our website in the Architects and De-
signers Biographies section.  Photo es-

says of each architect will include a 
portrait and examples of their finest 
work.  Audio interviews, transcripts, and 
large format black and white negatives 
will be donated to the University of 
Washington Special Collections where 
these materials will be accessible to the 
general public.  Future plans for the 
materials collected may include an ex-
hibit with listening stations for the in-
terviews and displays of the black and 
white photographs.       
 
 The project is funded by the generosity 
of individual and corporate donors and 
grant funding.  Docomomo WEWA is 
the recipient of a $5,000 Heritage Spe-
cial Projects grant from 4Culture and a 
$4,000 Preservation Fund grant from 
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, Western Office. 
 
 For more information on this project, 
contact Docomomo WEWA at 
info@docomomo-wewa.org.  To learn 
more about our organization, go to 
www.docomomo-wewa.org   

Modern Talk: Northwest Mid-Century Architects Oral History Project 

N 

http://www.preservation.org/
http://www.californiapreservation.org/
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New Faces in the WO land 
 2008 has brought us fresh faces.  First, in late February, Elizabeth 
Boylan joined our team as the newest administrative assistant. 
Originally from Long Beach, California, Beth studied at UC Berkeley 
before moving across the bay to join the staff of the Western Of-
fice of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  She recently 
graduated with a BA in Sociology, paying particular attention to 
the subjects of gender and sexuality.  While admittedly new to the 
world of historic preservation, Beth is excited to jump into the bus-
tle of the Western Office.  Outside of work, Beth enjoys ultimate 
Frisbee, playing the banjo, baking bread, and is a highly skilled 
spoon player. 
 
 Brian is the new "legal beagle" in the Western Office and an enthu-
siastic preservationist.  He interned with the National Trust's Legal 
Defense Fund in 2005 and recently worked as an attorney with the 
reputable preservation law practice of advisor-emeritus Susan 
Brandt-Hawley.  Since his arrival, Brian has spiritedly helped us 
navigate the intricacies of local, state, and federal preservation 

laws.  Brian's preservation ethic stems from his upbringing in older homes in Connecticut and Wisconsin.  He has a BA in His-
tory from Grinnell College in Iowa and has spent considerable time abroad in India and Italy.  He moved to San Francisco in 
2006 after earning his J.D. at Vermont Law School and gained valuable experience as an attorney with an environmental law 
firm in the Bay Area.  Upon arrival in California he volunteered with the California Preservation Foundation to help stop 
Proposition 90 which threatened the enforcement of the State's preservation laws. 
 
 Over the summer the Western Office hosted three interns working on three important and distinctive aspects of our work.  
First in a collaboration with local preservation firm Page & Turnbull, Inc., we were joined by Mary Ottoson.  Mary, a graduate 
student in historic preservation at the Art Institute of Chicago, undertook a thorough audit and survey of in-house, extra-mural 
and web-based resources regarding disaster preparedness and historic preservation.  Mary’s research will be used to provide a 
comprehensive “one stop” reference tool, centralizing data, referrals, and resources to inform the preservation community 
about steps it can take to prepare for and minimize damage resulting from natural and manmade disasters. 
 
 Along with interns in DC and in other regional offices, we are fortunate enough to have two PreservationNation interns to help 
research, develop and load content to enrich the new National Trust for Historic Preservation website.  Primary tasks included 
adapting and updating data for new web uses, re-purposing material from other formats, and ensuring implementation of mes-
saging standards and web content guidelines.   
 
 Brian Batugo is a current 3rd year at UC Berkeley double majoring in Theater & Per-
formance Studies and Ethnic Studies with an intended minor in City Planning. Explor-
ing Architecture and Asian American Studies in his second year, he has found a bridge 
to these interests as a PreservationNation Intern for the National Trust, focusing on 
Asian Pacific Islander Historical Resources.  As a former intern of and current volunteer 
for the Little Manila Foundation of Stockton's Little Manila Historic Site, he hopes to 
learn more about historic preservation and the strategies used by other preservation 
groups in the nation and to share his experience with his hometown.  Brian has sur-
veyed the outcomes of the Mosaic of Western Heritage and focused grant outreach 
and research.  Brian is transforming the case studies conducted by earlier Western 
Office interns, including advocacy efforts, grant work, and travel itineraries into an 
electronic format suitable for PreservationNation.  
 
 Sheryl Davis describes herself as “an aspiring preservationist of both the natural and 
built environments, advocating from this position the conservation of our cultural line-
age, energy and natural resources.”  Her self-designed master’s program at the San 
Francisco Institute of Architecture focuses on utilizing the collective intelligence of 
classical-traditional design in combination with new sustainable technologies to pre-
serve, restore and adapt historic properties.   Sheryl is assisting us in developing pages pertaining to the NTHP’s work on Mod-
ernism + Recent Past Initiative.  Specifically, Sheryl created a database of M + RP sites with which the Trust-wide community 
has collaborated and of which it is aware.  Sheryl conducted outreach to ensure that photographs and a higher level of infor-
mation were on-hand and profiled select iconic projects of M + RP. 
 
Check their work soon at http://www.preservationnation.org/ N 

PICTURED FROM THE LEFT: MARY OTTOSON, BRIAN TURNER & BETH BOYLAN 

This year's Conference is taking place in Tulsa, OK, October 21 – October 25, 
2008.  For more information and for on-line registration go to 
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/training/npc/. Deadline for sub-
mitting your registration by mail or fax is October 1, or you can register on-line 
by October 20.  On-site registration is available during the conference.  

http://www.californiapreservation.org/
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/legal-resources/legal-defense-fund/
http://page-turnbull.com/
http://www.littlemanila.net/index.php
http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/modernism-recent-past/
https://www.eshow2000.com/nthp/registration.cfm
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National Trust Preservation Fund Grants in the Western Region  

scape elements of The Nature Conser-
vancy’s Main Ranch (1880-1950, NR 
eligible) on Santa Cruz Island. (Favrot) 
 

 San Francisco Art Commission, CA: 
$5,000 to hire consultants to develop 
designs and timelines for restoring the 
proscenium arch of the Bayview Opera 
House (1888, Local), including photo-
graphing and testing paint samples, 
graphically recording the deterioration 
of plaster and providing recommenda-
tions for the conservation of these ma-
terials.  Consultants will also help with 
the electrical, engineering and histori-
cal analysis to draw up a design recom-
mendation for the lighting improve-
ments in the building’s central space.  
(Mitchell) 
 

 Save Old Stockton, c/o Peace & Jus-
tice Network of San Joaquin County, 
Stockton, CA: $5,000 to file an injunc-
tion against the City of Stockton's pro-
posal to demolish seven National Reg-
ister of Historic Places eligible historic 
structures constructed between 1874 
and 1914 in downtown Stockton.   
(Intervention) 
 

 Dry Creek Historical Society, Inc. 
Boise, ID: $2,500 to conduct a profes-
sional evaluation of the wallpaper of 
the Schick-Ostolasa Farmhouse (1868, 
1870, 1940, NR & Local).  (Mitchell)  
 

Capitol City Christian Church, Inc., 
Boise, ID: $3,000 to undertake a study 
and evaluation of the large stained 
glass windows housed in the Capitol 
City Christian Church (1910-1911; NR). 
 

Friends of Minidoka, Twin Falls, ID: 
$5,000 to analyze and document the 
adverse affect of the proposed 13,000-
head Concentrated Animal Feeding 
Operation (CAFO) on the environment 
integrity and operational viability of 
the Minidoka Interment National Monu-
ment (1942, NR).   (Hart Fund) 
 

 Treasure Valley Institute for Chil-
dren's Arts, Boise, ID: $3,500 to con-
duct a historic structure assessment of 
the Immanuel Methodist Episcopal 
Church and property (1907, NR). 
 

 Ellensburg Downtown Association, 
Ellensburg, WA: $5,000 to hire a 
team of consultants to develop a tem-
plate of preservation appropriate code 
compliance solutions for use by local 
building officials to help facilitate the 
restoration and rehabilitation of his-
toric buildings in Downtown Ellensburg 
(1890s-1920s; Nat’l Historic District). 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

OCTOBER ROUND 
City of Fresno, Planning & Develop-
ment, Fresno, CA: $2,500 to fund 
honorariums for Gray Brechin, Ph.D., 
John King and Donna Graves, speakers 
at the Vernacular Architecture Forum's 
annual conference in Fresno, May 7-10, 
2008.  
 

Bosco-Milligan Foundation, Portland, 
OR;  $3,500 to sponsor two public 
forums, one to be held in Portland, OR 
and one in Seattle, WA, on historic 
preservation and the green build-
ings/sustainable development move-
ments, with Donovan Rypkema as a 
featured speaker.   
 

 Yes on 49 Committee, Portland, OR: 
$3,362 to contribute funds to support 
successful passage of Measure 49, 
mitigating impacts of the successful 
passage of Measure 37 in 2004.  Meas-
ure 37, titled “Governments must pay 
owners, or forgo enforcement, when 
certain land use restrictions reduce 
property value,” had state and local 
government scrambling to respond to 
a radically different land use planning 
environment, in a state once noted for 
its ambitious land use planning pro-
gram.  Since the passage of Measure 
37, more than 7,500 claims for devel-
opment affecting 750,000 acres had 
been filed, seeking monetary compen-
sation totaling $15 billion or waivers of 
land use regulations.  
  

 McLoughlin Memorial Association, 
Oregon City, OR; $3,000 to conduct a 
Historic Structures and Grounds Report 
for the William L. Holmes House (1847, 
NR,) and the Dr. Stevenson House (c. 
1865, Local) located on the Rose Farm.  
The report is going to enable the 
McLoughlin Memorial Association and 
its partners to develop and implement 
comprehensive rehabilitation plans for 
the houses and the 1.9 acre property. 
 

 City of Medford Parks & Recreation 
Department - Carnegie Library Com-
mittee, Medford, OR; $1,082 to con-
duct a feasibility study of the Medford 
Carnegie Library (1912, NR & Local), as 
well code analysis, structural and ADA 
compliance studies, and an abatement 
plan.   
 

 Umpqua Valley Arts Association, 
Roseburg, OR; $2,025 to develop an 
outreach program, including a bro-
chure and DVD, to educate the com-
munity about the importance of pre-
serving the former Oregon State Sol-
diers’ Hospital (1917, Local), home to 
the Umpqua Valley Art Association 
since 1979.   

 DOCOMOMO-WEWA, Seattle, WA; 
$4,075 to develop a multimedia inter-
active web project, based on oral histo-
ries, focusing on the lives and works of 
the architects that created the North-
west Regional Modern aesthetic.  (For 
more see article on page 4)  

 

 Save Our Heritage Organisation, San 
Diego, CA; $2,500 to survey the dam-
age caused by October’s disastrous 
fires in the San Diego area.  
(Intervention) 
 

FEBRUARY ROUND 
Kodiak Historical Society, Kodiak, 
AK: $4,500 to conduct an archaeo-
logical study on the grounds of 
Baranov Museum (1808; NHL; NR) in 
the summer of 2008.  
 

Hubbell Trading Post National His-
toric Site, Ganado, AZ: $10,000 to 
produce a Furnishings Report for Na-
tional Historic Site’s trading post store 
(1876, NHL, NR) on the Navajo Nation.  
(Mitchell) 
 

 Navajo Nation Historic Preservation, 
Window Rock, AZ: $4,330 to assess 
recent water damage to historic murals 
in the interior of the Navajo Nation 
Council Chamber in Window Rock.  
(Intervention) 
 

 Channel Island National Park, Ven-
tura, CA: $5,000 to hire a team of 
consultants to document the natural 
systems and features, vegetation, 
buildings, structures and other land-

ROCKWOOD RANCH BARN IN THE SAN PASQUAL 
VALLEY (1882) BEFORE THE FIRES AND OCTOBER 
27, 2007. PHOTO COURTESY OF SOHO 
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National Trust Preservation 
Fund Upcoming Deadlines 
 

 The next round of the National Trust 
Preservation Fund/ NTPF grants 
(formerly known as the Preservation 
Services Fund grants) will close on Oc-
tober 1st (postmarked, not received). 
Providing dollar-for-dollar matching 
seed money to non-profit organizations 
and public agencies, the funds can be 
used for a variety of preservation pro-
jects such as: feasibility studies or his-
toric structures reports for endangered 
buildings and sites; landscape research 
and planning; fund-raising and media 
campaign; and interpretation and heri-
tage education activities. The recently 
revised applications can be found at 
http://www.preservationnation.org/r
esources/find-funding/grants/, but 
we encourage you to contact us first 
to discuss the project prior to sub-
mitting an application.   
 

In the February 2009 round you can 
also apply for the Hart Family Fund for 
Small Towns, Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Fund for Historic Interiors, and the 
Johanna Favrot Fund.  The Hart Fund 
was established in 2004 to assist small 
town preservation and revitalization 
initiatives around the country, with a 
focus on towns with population of 
5,000 or less.  It operates within the 
framework of the NTPF grants – same 
application, same eligibility require-
ments, same match requirements - a 
one to one match.  Moreover,  the 2009 
round of the Mitchell Fund has been 
replenished with additional funding, 
which will allow us to fund more pro-
jects than in the past few years.  In the 
past, funded activities have included 
paint analysis, the conservation of tex-
tiles, historic furnishing plans, and fund-
raising plans; but the Trust is always 
looking for more creative projects that 
go beyond the usual activities associ-
ated with historic interiors.  Please fol-
l o w  t h i s  l i n k 
http://www.preservationnation.org/r
e s o u r c e s / f i n d -
funding/grants/Mitchell-funded.html 
to get an idea of some of the more in-
novative projects that have been 
funded.  So, if you know of a historic 
interior, including its architectural ele-
ments, finishes and furnishings, that 
needs to be surveyed, researched, in-
terpreted, and/or revaluated prior to 
undertaking an interior restoration or 
historic rehabilitation, consider applying 
to the Mitchell Fund.  For additional 
information contact wro@nthp.org 
 

The last round of the year will close on 
June 1, 2009.  

JUNE ROUND 
Rural Media Arts & Education Pro-
gram, Mariposa, CA: $4,000 to de-
velop engineering plans for the founda-
tion and first and second floor support, 
and a full set of mechanical drawings 
for the Old Masonic Lodge (1917, con-
tributing to NRHD), a home to the Ru-
ral Media Arts and Education Project. 
The funds will also be used for struc-
tural drawings for foundation replace-
ment and additional floor support 
structures.  
 

Chinese Junk Preservation Project, 
c/o Chinese Historical Society of 
America, San Francisco, CA: $3,500 
for initial stabilization and preservation 
of the junk “Free China”, the oldest 
Chinese vessel of its kind in the world. 
The “Free China”, which sailed from 
Taiwan to San Francisco in 1955 with a 
crew of six, is at risk from the deterio-
rating effects of weather and because 
its current owner wants to destroy it 
unless a new location can be found for 
it. (Intervention) 
 

Historic American Landscape Survey, 
Northern California Chapter, c/o 
ASLA/NCC, San Francisco, CA: 
$2,000 to complete the Historic 
American Landscapes Survey (HALS) 
Historical Report at the Mary Burdell 
Victorian Garden (1866) at Olompali 
State Historic Park in Novato.   
 

Friends of La Laguna, San Gabriel, 
CA: $3,000 to support research on the 
history and condition of the whimsical 
concrete play sculptures (1959-60), 
designed by Mexican-born Benjamin 
Dominguez, near Legg Lake in the 
Whittier Narrows Park (pictured on the 
right). 
 

In partnership with two other regional 
offices (Northeast & Southwest Of-
fices), the Western Office awarded a 
$5,400 grant to The Cultural Land-
scape Foundation, Washington, DC: 
to hire a team of professional photog-

(Continued from page 6) 

raphers to photograph nationally-
significant and endangered landscapes 
located in the Northeast, Southwest 
and Western regions.  The project will 
specifically focus on: Heritage Park in 
downtown Fort Worth, Texas (1976 
Lawrence Halprin-designed landscape 
and park); Boston’s City Hall (1968) and 
the landscape surrounding it; San Fran-
cisco’s Parkmerced (1944); Oakland’s 
Estates Drive Reservoir (1966); and the 
Kaiser Roof Garden (1960) in Oakland, 
California.  The photographs taken will 
also be added to the TCLF’s website, 
Landslide 2008 “Marvels of Modern-
ism.”  
 

Historic Hawai’i Foundation, Hono-
lulu, HI: $12,500 to support a joint HHF 
and NTHP major-gift fundraising cam-
paign to secure funds for the Preserva-
tion Resource Center and to endow the 
Hawai‘i Preservation Fund. 
 

Fort Hall Business Council/Lincoln 
Creek District/Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes, Fort Hall, ID: $5,000 to pre-
pare a schematic/design development 
site plan, floor plan and elevation draw-
ings for the rehabilitation of the 1938 
Lincoln Creek Bureau of Indian Affairs 
day school as a community center for 
the Lincoln Creek District of the Sho-
shone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall 
Indian reservation.  
 

Bear River Association of Govern-
ments, Logan, UT: $1,000 to host a 
Barn Preservation workshop, which will 
explain the development of preserva-
tion strategies for the A. C. Hull barn 
(1916-1922, State) in Whitney, ID.  The 
workshop will also give the general 
history of barns in Southeastern Idaho 
and Northern Utah, as well as an over-
view of the work of the Bear River 
Heritage Area (BRHA) efforts in the 
area.  
 

Holden Village, Chelan, WA: $5,000 
to hire a consultant to prepare a com-
prehensive management plan outlining 
maintenance and adaptive reuse pro-
cedures in compliance with the Secre-
tary of Interior’s Standards, as a means 
of preserving the integrity of the Hol-
den Mine Historic District (1937-38).  

Grants 

N 

NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL CHAMBER MURALS 

http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/Cynthia-Woods-Mitchell-Fund-Application.doc
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/Johanna-Favrot-Fund-Application.doc
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/Mitchell-funded.html
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Contributors to the Western 
Office 
 
 The Western Office wishes to acknowledge 
gifts received in 2007/2008. Gifts to this 
office sustain preservation activities, advo-
cacy, and program priorities throughout the 
eight western states we serve, making it 
easier for us to mount meaningful responses 
to local, statewide, and national preservation 
issues in the region.  
 
Anonymous (4) 
Artifacts Architectural Consulting  
James E. Ayres 
James E. Babbitt 
Alvin H. Baum, Jr 
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation 
Paul A. Berger 
John Bertram 
Judith Bittner 
William and Claire Bogaard 
Carol and Shelby Bonnie  
Patrick Bradley 
Mrs. Carter R. Budge 
Pauline and Harry Buhler 
Michael Buhler and Erin Garcia 
Kathryn Burns 
California State Parks Foundation 
Alice Ross Carey Fund For Conservation  
Ann Carson and Tom Fannin  
Robert Chattel 
Claremont Heritage 
Courtney Clarkson and Roy Leggitt 
Eleanor A. Clayton 
Mrs. Walter Coats 

Linda Cohen 
Alice and Robert Coneybeer  
Alana and Bruce Coons 
Rosemary Corbin 
Courtney Damkroger 
Kevin and Mary Daniels  
Linda M. Dishman 
Wendy Nicholas Dorsey 
Liz Einbinder 
Jennifer and Richard Emerson 
Sheri and John Freemuth 
Ron and Ann Funk 
Mike Garavaglia and Sheila McElroy 
Patricia Gebhard 
Barry and Elaine Gilbert 
Pria Graves 
Melinda and Dan Gustin 
Peyton Hall 
Jeanne and Carl Hartig 
Heritage Architecture and Planning 
Victoria Hoover 
Katherine Welsh Howe 
Luis Hoyos 
Christopher Johnson  
JRP Historical Consulting, LLC  
Bruce Judd 
Barbara and Ron Kaufman 
Gary Knecht and Squeak Carnwath 
Millicent Kim 
Michael LaFetra 
David Leinbach 
W. Matthew Leroux 
Los Angeles Conservancy  
Lani Ma’a Lapilio and Michael Lapilio  
Clotilde C. Luce 
Clotilde L. Luce 
John A. Luce 

Sharon Marovich 
Linda Mayro and William Doelle 
Christy and Stephen Douglas McAvoy 
Ann McCutchan  
James McPherson 
Sharon Marovich 
Dr. Carlotta and Dr. Knox Mellon 
Rick Michaelson 
Larry and Linda Milsow 
Charlotte Morrison 
Joanne H. Moyer and Dr. John Moyer 
Robert Lee Mullen 
Mary Oberst 
Jonathan H. Parker 
Judson McDonald Parsons 
Planmakers, Planning and Urban Design  
Muriel W. Ponzecchi 
Fred and Judith Porta 
Katherine Petrin 
Ross W. Plambeck and Ms. Joan Baucus 
Portland Development Commission 
Wayne Ratkovich 
Joan and Richard Reindardt Fund 
Barbara and Dwight Sidway 
Stanley and Cecile Salomon 
Save Our Heritage Organisation 
Diana E. Smith and Paul B. Smith  
Elson Strahan 
Michael Sullivan  
George Takei 
Mary Thompson 
Vancouver National Historic Reserve Trust  
Deborah Vick 
Keith R. Weber and Maxine Turner 
Timothy P. Whalen 
Bill Wilkman 
Cynthia Ziegler  

National Trust for Historic Preservation:  An Investment in the West  
 

 The National Trust has reached the midpoint of its People Saving Places campaign: more than $110 million has been raised towards 
a goal of $175 million.  The campaign is driven by the continued strong demand, nationwide, for technical and financial assistance 
from the National Trust.  Nowhere is this more in evidence than in the West. 
 
 Never since 1971, when the San Francisco office was established as the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s first regional office, 
have more resources been dedicated to the region.  Providing additional support to the Western Office ensures that the organiza-
tion is equipped to assist western partners and respond to the West’s rapidly evolving needs.   
 
  We’re demonstrating our commitment to the region by enhancing existing programs and also with some innovative and exciting 
new approaches to preservation.  Partners in the Field, a $5 million grant from the Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust, has great 
potential for building preservation in the West.  A multi-year grant program to strengthen state and local preservation organizations 
nationwide, in its inaugural year four grants were awarded to Western organizations: thanks to the program, new preservationists 
are on the ground delivering field services in Honolulu, Los Angeles, Portland, and Tucson.  The National Trust will soon add a new 
Oregon Field Service Representative with a primary focus on rural and eastern Oregon.  Technical assistance coupled with finan-
cial assistance is the most effective way to help people protect the places that matter to them.  One of our most important tools, 
National Trust Preservation Fund grants provide catalytic dollars directly to grassroots preservation projects in their early phases.  
We are committed to raising $500,000 in Hawaii and $2 million in California for state-specific Preservation Funds.   
 
 Two dynamic new National Trust initiatives will also be housed in the West:  The Preservation Green Lab, headquartered in Seattle 
and scheduled to open in 2009, will focus on city policies, codes and zoning to ensure that consideration is given to existing build-
ings as well as new, green buildings;  Based in the Western Office, the Modernism + Recent Past Initiative will work with new and 
traditional partners to advocate for and build awareness of important places that are not yet considered historic. 
 
 These are exciting times for the National Trust as we forge new relationships and strengthen existing ties throughout the eight 
states served by the Western Office.  We will achieve these ambitious goals by engaging new and diverse audiences – individuals 
and organizations - who care about the built environment but who haven’t, perhaps, considered themselves part of the preservation 
movement before.  With these new partnerships and enhanced funding we will continue to save the places where great moments 
from history – and the important moments of everyday life – took place. 
 
 If you have any questions about the Capital Campaign or would like to make a contribution, please call or email Maria DeRyke 
at the Western Office.   

N 

N 

mailto:maria_deryke@nthp.org
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/partners-in-the-field.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding/grants/Johanna-Favrot-Fund-Application.doc
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Munras Murals Campaign Underway for Mission San Miguel Arcángel 
 The National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Western Office has been partnering 
with the California Missions Foundation since November 2007 to draw deserved 
attention to California’s missions as a class and particularly to ensure preservation of 
Mission San Miguel Arcángel.  Located in the small community of San Miguel in San 
Luis Obispo County, north of Paso Robles, Mission San Miguel was established by 
Franciscans in 1797 as the sixteenth of the 21 missions.  Mission San Miguel Ar-
cángel’s original church was lost to fire in 1806 and a new church was completed by 
1821.  The present mission church is a superb example of Franciscan Mission archi-
tecture and is designated a National Historic Landmark.     
 
 Behind San Miguel’s heavy wooden doors, the church interior glows with elaborate 
wall paintings and decorative stenciling on plaster and wood surfaces executed by 
Salinan Indian artisans who were converts to Catholicism.  Interior painting was de-
signed and directed by Esteban Munras, an artist from Barcelona.  Largely un-
touched since their completion around 1821, the murals are organized around an architectural scheme with Classical, Moorish, and 
Byzantine themes; they are the only surviving example of unrestored Spanish Colonial art in the California missions.   
 
 In 2003 the San Simeon Earthquake struck and severely damaged Mission San Miguel Arcángel.  The entire unreinforced masonry 
church complex sustained significant structural damage, was closed to the public shortly thereafter, and remains closed.  The Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation included Mission San Miguel Arcángel among America’s 11 Most Endangered Places 2006 
and both the California Missions Foundation and the Western Office of the National Trust for Historic Preservation are committed 
to stabilizing San Miguel and reopening it to the public. 
 
 Seismic rehabilitation has been underway at Mission San Miguel since 2006.  Stabilizing and retrofitting San Miguel’s adobe walls 
poses unique challenges because wall thickness varies from three to five feet.  Seismic planning has required complex soils test-
ing, as well as pioneering laboratory simula-
tions of adobe construction.   
 

 With seismic rehabilitation 
underway, the California Mis-
sions Foundation and the 
Western Office are now lead-
ing a focused fundraising ef-
fort to conserve the rare mu-
rals and stenciling in San Mi-
guel's nave.  While the colors 
of San Miguel's interior fres-
cos and decorative finishes 
are exceptionally true, their 
natural pigments are at risk 
of simply detaching.  A 
$75,000 grant from the 
Getty Foundation funded a 

Preliminary Condition Assessment of Interior 
Decorative Surfaces which will direct future 
phases of interior conservation. 
 
 It is estimated that restoration and conserva-
tion of the Munras Murals will cost more than 
$1.8 million overall.  In December 2007 the 
Western Office received the first installment of 
a two-year grant of $250,000 from a California 
family foundation to support conservation of 
the Munras Murals  The California Missions 
Foundation and the Western Office have estab-
lished the Munras Murals Campaign to help 
raise the funds necessary to ensure preserva-
tion of the frescoes and decorative painting at 
Mission San Miguel Arcángel and to bring 
broader attention to the original Native Ameri-
can murals on the mission’s interior walls.   
 
 Please join us in supporting Mission San Miguel 
Arcángel and the Munras Murals Campaign.  To 
make a gift towards conservation of the 
Esteban Munras Murals please contact the  
Western Office at wro@nthp.org  

Vocal Group Chanticleer Explores the Music of California’s 
Missions 

 Soon embarking upon its 31st season, male vo-
cal group Chanticleer first performed at Misión 
San Francisco de Asís (Mission Dolores) in San 
Francisco.  Renowned for its wide repertoire, 
Chanticleer blends twelve male voices, ranging 
from countertenor to bass, into “an orchestra of 
voices.” 
 
 Called “the world’s reigning male chorus” by the 
New Yorker and named 2008 Ensemble of the 
Year by Musical America, during 2008 the group 
performed at nine of California’s 21 historic mis-

sions as part of American Masterpieces-California, a program highlighting musi-
cal masterpieces of the nation that is supported by the California Arts Council, 
the National Endowment for the Arts, the Western States Arts Federation, and 
the E. Nakamichi Foundation. 
 
 In developing American Masterpieces-California Chanticleer sought out music 
of early California, evocative of the era of “El Camino Real” -- sacred and secu-
lar music that native Californians would have heard 200 years ago.  The group 
drew from the Mexican Baroque canon and other musical treasures of New 
Spain and pieces include: Friar Juan Bautista Sancho's Misa en sol (Mass in G); 
selected works by Mexican Baroque master Manuel de Sumaya (“America's 
Handel”); and vocal compositions by anonymous Spanish/Mexican composers 
of the late 18th century.  On a number of selections, Chanticleer is accompanied 
by instrumentalists, blending folk and traditional idioms.  
 
 August 26, 2008 Warner Classics released Mission Road, Chanticleer’s musical 
homage to the California Missions and their music.  A 34-minute bonus DVD 
includes footage from the performances, one-on-one interviews, and vignettes 
of largely unchanged mission landscapes.  
 
 Rhino Entertainment/Warner Music will donate a portion of Mission Road’s 
sales to the California Missions Foundation to support conservation of the 
Esteban Munras Murals at Mission San Miguel Arcángel. 
 
 For more information see http://www.chanticleer.org/ or please contact: Lisa 
Nauful at lisa.nauful@wmg.com/ or call 805.473.3205 

DETAIL OF THE 
FALLEN PLASTER, 
JULY 2, 2006.  

SAN MIGUEL MAIN RETABLO. PHOTO COURTESY: OF CMF 
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