
 

For More Information:  Denise Ryan, Program Manager for Public Lands Policy, 202-588-6347 or Barbara 
Pahl, Director of the Mountains/Plains Office, 303-623-1504; www.preservationnation.org/issues/public-lands 
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The Nat ional Trust  for Historic Preservat ion fully support s effort s t o expand our nat ion’s 
renewable energy port folio. W e recognize that  federal public lands w ill p lay a signif icant  role 
in t he development  of these resources. Federal land managers, project  proponents and the 
interested public have an opportunit y t o work t ogether t o advance our renewable energy 
goals while protect ing the nat ion’s sensit ive historic and cult ural resources. The Nat ional 
Trust  is commit ted to cont ribut ing signif icant ly  t o t his process and proposes the follow ing 
st rategies:   

    
INVENTORYINVENTORYINVENTORYINVENTORY    
    

·  Conduct  early and thorough consultat ion w ith Ind ian 
t ribes and Nat ive Haw aiian organizat ions in order t o 
avoid or minimize physical and visual impacts t o  
propert ies of t rad it ional relig ious and cult ural 
signif icance.  

·  Complete early Sec. 110  and Sec. 10 6 cult ural resource 
surveys of areas w ith high potent ial t o  produce 
commercial w ind energy in order t o avoid impacts t o signif icant  cult ural resources. If 
impact s are unavoidable, use survey f ind ings t o help ident ify t he best  measures for f irst , 
m inimizing and second, mit igat ing impacts. 

 
SITINGSITINGSITINGSITING    

·  W hen possib le, locate w ind development s on land that  is already being used for other 
purposes, including grazing and agricult ure, and does not  contain signif icant  cult ural 
resources. Once d isturbed, desert  landscapes can never be completely restored. 

·  Use find ings from current  and future visual studies to sit e w ind farms so that  t hey have 
the least  physical and visual impacts t o cult ural resources (e.g., sit ed on un-graded, 
natural landscapes; not  located on ridgelines).  

·  Locate w ind power developments as close as possib le t o exist ing energy corridors in 
order t o minimize physical and visual impacts of t ransmission infrast ructure to cult ural 
resources.  

·  Exclude from development  lands that  have been designated or acquired by the federal 
government  for t he purpose of conserving cult ural resources, including, but  not  lim ited  
to, unit s of t he Nat ional Park System, unit s of t he  Nat ional Landscape Conservat ion 
System, Nat ional Monuments, Nat ional Historic Trails, Nat ional Historic Byways, Nat ional 
Historic Landmarks, Nat ional Historic and Archaeological Dist rict s, Nat ional Herit age 
Areas, A rchaeological A reas, A reas designated by Congress for t he purpose of protect ing  
cult ural resources, Trad it ional Cultural Propert ies, Sacred Sites ident if ied by Execut ive 
Order 130 0 7 and Areas of Crit ical Environmental Concern.  

 
IMPA CTIMPA CTIMPA CTIMPA CT    

·  In order t o minimize visual impacts t o cult ural resource 
viewsheds, provide adequate buffers bet ween w ind energy 
developments and areas excluded from development . Take 
local condit ions, view ing d irect ions, t urb ine angles, and 
landscape nature and scale into account  w hen determining  
buffers. 

·  Include st ipulat ions in federal public land leases that , in 
ecologically feasib le areas, require applicants t o restore landscapes alt ered by w ind  
energy development  to a natural state after t erminat ion of use. 


