
 

For More Information:  Denise Ryan, Program Manager for Public Lands Policy, 202-588-6347 or Barbara 
Pahl, Director of the Mountains/Plains Office, 303-623-1504; www.preservationnation.org/issues/public-lands 
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RESOURCES:RESOURCES:RESOURCES:RESOURCES:    Nearly half  a m illion vNearly half  a m illion vNearly half  a m illion vNearly half  a m illion v isually st unningisually st unningisually st unningisually st unning , , , , scient if icallyscient if icallyscient if icallyscient if ically  invaluab le invaluab le invaluab le invaluab le and  and  and  and 
cult urally cult urally cult urally cult urally signif icant  signif icant  signif icant  signif icant  archaeolog ical sit esarchaeolog ical sit esarchaeolog ical sit esarchaeolog ical sit es    
For more than 12,0 0 0  years, generat ions of families from Paleoindian big game hunters to 
Mormon set t lers t raveled to t he area now  w ithin southeastern Utah’s San Juan County. 
Overcoming great  environmental obstacles, they persevered to create vibrant  communit ies 
in t his st riking and diverse landscape. Their stories are now  buried among the area’s 
est imated hundreds of t housands of prehistoric and historic sites—an archaeological density 
rivaling that  of nearby Mesa Verde Nat ional Park.   
 
THREA TTHREA TTHREA TTHREA T::::        Inadequat e funds and  st af f  for increased  visit at ionInadequat e funds and  st af f  for increased  visit at ionInadequat e funds and  st af f  for increased  visit at ionInadequat e funds and  st af f  for increased  visit at ion   
In recent  years, federal public lands in San Juan 
County, such as the w orld-famous Cedar Mesa 
Plateau, have become an increasingly popular 
dest inat ion for t ourist s, backpackers, off-road 
vehicle users and other recreat ionist s, many of 
w hom come to see the remarkably w ell-
preserved pueblo clif f  dw ellings and rock art . By 
some accounts, v isit at ion v isit at ion v isit at ion v isit at ion t o  t o  t o  t o  federal pub lic federal pub lic federal pub lic federal pub lic 
lands in lands in lands in lands in San Juan Count y  San Juan Count y  San Juan Count y  San Juan Count y  isisisis increasing  by an increasing  by an increasing  by an increasing  by an 
est im at ed  30  percent  per yearest im at ed  30  percent  per yearest im at ed  30  percent  per yearest im at ed  30  percent  per year. How ever, t he 
Bureau of Land Management ’s Mont icello Field 
Off ice (Mont icello FO), w hich oversees most  of 
t he federal public land in San Juan County, 
cannot  keep pace w ith t his t rend. The off ice lacks 
the funding and staff ing necessary to manage recreat ion, document  archaeological sit es, 
maintain a local sit e stew ardship program, educate visit ors and protect  t he area’s cultural 
resources from being looted, damaged and dest royed. In FY 20 0 8, t he Mont icello FO 
received only $86,0 0 0  for it s cult ural resources program—an average of just  4 .6  cent s per 4 .6  cent s per 4 .6  cent s per 4 .6  cent s per 
acreacreacreacre. . . . In addit ion,    only only only only one laone laone laone law  enforcem ent  o f f icer pat ro ls t he ent ire 1.8 m illionw  enforcem ent  o f f icer pat ro ls t he ent ire 1.8 m illionw  enforcem ent  o f f icer pat ro ls t he ent ire 1.8 m illionw  enforcem ent  o f f icer pat ro ls t he ent ire 1.8 m illion----acre acre acre acre 
f ield  o f f icef ield  o f f icef ield  o f f icef ield  o f f ice.  
        
REQUESTREQUESTREQUESTREQUEST::::        Add it ional fAdd it ional fAdd it ional fAdd it ional f undsundsundsunds    for cult ural resourcefor cult ural resourcefor cult ural resourcefor cult ural resourcessss p rog ram  and law  enforcem ent   p rog ram  and law  enforcem ent   p rog ram  and law  enforcem ent   p rog ram  and law  enforcem ent      
Congress can ensure that  San Juan County’s authent ic, stunning and accessib le record of 
human history remains intact  for visitors and researchers by providing the Mont icello FO 

w ith a modest  annual increase in funding for 
cult ural resources management . The Nat ional 
Trust  recommends a perm anent  increase  perm anent  increase  perm anent  increase  perm anent  increase in base 
funding of  $20 0 ,0 0 0  for cult ural resource $20 0 ,0 0 0  for cult ural resource $20 0 ,0 0 0  for cult ural resource $20 0 ,0 0 0  for cult ural resourcessss    
mmmm anagem ent  anagem ent  anagem ent  anagem ent  and $10 0 ,0 0 0  for law   $10 0 ,0 0 0  for law   $10 0 ,0 0 0  for law   $10 0 ,0 0 0  for law  
enforcem ent  enforcem ent  enforcem ent  enforcem ent  for t he Mont icello FO beginning 
w ith t he FY 20 10  budget . This funding w ill allow  
the f ield off ice to document , monitor and protect  
cult ural resources in locat ions experiencing high 
levels of recreat ional use, such as Cedar Mesa, 
before the sit es are dest royed; stabilize 
deteriorat ing sit es; educate visit ors; and enforce 
federal preservat ion law s. 
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