CULTURAL RESOURCES IN SAN JUAN COUNTY, UTAH
A 12,000-Year Tapestry of Human History

RESOURCES: Nearly half a million visually stunning, scientifically invaluable and
culturally significant archaeological sites

For more than 12,000 years, generations of families from Paleoindian big game hunters to
Mormon settlers traveled to the area now within southeastern Utah’s San Juan County.
Overcoming great environmental obstacles, they persevered to create vibrant communities
in this striking and diverse landscape. Their stories are now buried among the area’s
estimated hundreds of thousands of prehistoric and historic sites—an archaeological density
rivaling that of nearby Mesa Verde National Park.

THREAT: Inadequate funds and staff for increased visitation
In recent years, federal public lands in San Juan
County, such as the world-famous Cedar Mesa
Plateau, have become an increasingly popular
destination for tourists, backpackers, off-road
vehicle users and other recreationists, many of
whom come to see the remarkably well-
preserved pueblo cliff dwellings and rock art. By
some accounts, visitation to federal public
lands in San Juan County is increasing by an
estimated 30 percent per year. However, the
Bureau of Land Management’'s Monticello Field
Office (Monticello FO), which oversees most of
the federal public land in San Juan County,
cannot keep pace with this trend. The office lacks
the funding and staffing necessary to manage recreation, document archaeological sites,
maintain a local site stewardship program, educate visitors and protect the area’s cultural
resources from being looted, damaged and destroyed. In FY 2008, the Monticello FO
received only $86,000 for its cultural resources program—an average of just 4.6 cents per
acre. In addition, only one law enforcement officer patrols the entire 18 million-acre
field office.

REQUEST: Additional funds for cultural resources program and law enforcement
Congress can ensure that San Juan County’s authentic, stunning and accessible record of
human history remains intact for visitors and researchers by providing the Monticello FO
with a modest annual increase in funding for
cultural resources management. The National
Trust recommends a permanent increase in base
funding of $200,000 for cultural resources
management and $100,000 for law
enforcement for the Monticello FO beginning
with the FY 2010 budget. This funding will allow
the field office to document, monitor and protect
cultural resources in locations experiencing high
levels of recreational use, such as Cedar Mesa,
before the sites are destroyed; stabilize
deteriorating sites; educate visitors; and enforce
federal preservation laws.

For More Information: Denise Ryan, Program Manager for Public Lands Policy, 202-588-6347 or Barbara
Pahl, Director of the Mountains/Plains Office, 303-623-1504; www.preservationnation.org/issues/public-lands



