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Wendover Bombing and Gunnery Range
3.5 Million Acres / Bonneville Lake bed
Isolated from major populations
B-17 & B-24 Bomb Group Training '41-44







Manhattan project dates: 9/44 to 9/45

155 prototype atomic weapons assembled

Test drops at ‘'SB’ (Salton Sea) & Wendover Range
Two sets of 15 ‘Silverplate’ B-29’s delivered here
Aircraft modified — bomb bays & interior.




Bomb Loading Pits
.

Three pits at Wendover
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The Starting Point
.



The Crusade sets off
« /]

3 prior groups tried to ‘save’ the base
Cool reception from locals

Tax base is 100 miles to the east

Air base was (is?) in incredible disrepair
Little revenue generation from airport

No support from original military organization
(Hill AFB)



Excuses

It's too far from Salt Lake City

Somebody ought to bulldoze the whole base
You'll never get enough money to fix this up
I’m too busy

I’m involved in too many other projects

Too ambitious — you must be crazy

Who is involved? (means I'm not going to be the first!)
Atomic??



Progress!
Preserve America’s Treasures Master Plan Grant

Limited but positive County and private support funding
2009 '11 Most Endangered List’
Volunteer groups cleaning, painting, carpentry

Col. Tibbets Office



Local Politics & Moving Forward
-

One on one meetings — lots of selling
Sharing the vision
Tie It into a financial positive

Carry it over multiple elected groups
- Pre-sell the potential to incoming elected officials
- Get things in writing from previous administrations

Share any ‘wins’ with elected and supporting
officials — publicity & events



On the State Level
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State Senators and House representatives
Finding support from lobby groups

State economic development group

State office of Tourism

Get support from other museums

Meeting after meeting after meeting after meeting. .. ... ..



Finally
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Help from people like Cindy Kelly

~ind a way to tie people/stories to the history

Dogged, relentless, stubborn, childlike
nossibility thinking
Synergy with Manhattan Project Sites

Questions?



